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‘-/é DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary

Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Tribal Leader:

Greetings from the Department of Health and Human Services. Enclosed, please find our 2008 Tribal
Consultation Report, developed in accordance with the HHS Tribal Consultation Policy. The report details a
wide array of tribal consultation activities by HHS, its agencies and regional offices, during fiscal year 2008.

| especially want to highlight some of the Department’s 2008 accomplishments, including the Tribal
Emergency Preparedness Initiative, the CDC and ACF National Tribal Consultation Sessions, and the
Assistant Secretary for Resources and Technology's enhanced Grants Forecast website.

We are just beginning our 2009 Regional Tribal Consultation Sessions. |invite you to attend the
consultation session located in your region to discuss new, emerging, and outstanding issues. You will
receive a separate letter of invitation from your Regional Director which will provide more details on your
specific session.

The Administration looks forward to hearing from Tribes and Tribal leaders. You will have the opportunity at
each regional and national consultation session to provide your health and human services priorities to the
Administration. We hope to strengthen our government-to-government relationship with Tribes. If there is
anything | can do to bolster that relationship, please let me know.

Please contact the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs with any questions. Stacey Ecoffey serves as my
Principal Advisor for Tribal Affairs. Alternatively, please contact Tom Pack, Tribal Affairs Specialist. They
can be reached at (202) 690-6060.

| value your participation in our meetings and our continued partnership.

e

Paul Dioguardi
Director, Intergovernmental Affairs
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2008 MAJOR HHS OUTCOMES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Tribal Emergency Preparedness Initiative
The Office of Intergovernmental Affairs (IGA) and the Offices of the HHS Regional
Directors hosted three meetings focused on emergency preparedness in Indian
Country. The purpose of these meetings was to aid in clarifying the roles that Federal,
State, local, and Tribal governments play during an emergency situation. The meetings
also served to clarify the role and capabilities of the Indian Health Service (IHS) during
an emergency in a tribal community. The meetings were held September 8 in Sparks,
Nevada; October 9 in Bangor, Maine; and November 20 in Portland, Oregon.

CDC National Tribal Consultation Sessions
CDC's National Consultation Sessions were held on February 28, 2008 in Atlanta, GA
and November 20, 2008 in Tucson, AZ. Atlanta’s event was the 1st Biannual Tribal
Consultation Session and allowed 48 Tribal leaders from various Tribal nations to
provide testimony to CDC. 75 CDC leaders and staff heard testimony from Tribal
leaders on 4 key focus areas: Resource Allocations and Budget Formulation,
Environmental Health in Indian Country, Preparedness and Emergency Response, and
Partnering to Build Public Health Capacity in Indian Country. Participants agreed that
the session was a success and a good benchmark. The November 20t session was
hosted by the Tohono O'odham Nation and was attended by 42 tribal leaders, 55 other
tribal representatives and professional designees, 46 CDC and other federal staff, and
15 staff from state health departments. A number of CDC leadership attended to listen
to priority issues from tribal leaders. Tribes acknowledged CDC efforts over the past
few years to strengthen the relationship between CDC and Indian Country. Tribal
leaders strongly urged CDC to fully support tribal government infrastructure and
capacity to address the public health issues negatively affecting Al/ANs.

ACF Head Start Tribal Consultation Sessions
Pursuant to the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007, Public Law
110-134, four one-day Tribal Consultation Sessions were held with the Department of
Health and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families, Office of Head
Start leadership and the leadership of Tribal governments operating Head Start
(including Early Head Start) programs. The Consultations were held in Kansas City,
Denver, Seattle, and Phoenix. The purpose of these Consultation Sessions was to
discuss ways to better meet the needs of Indian, including Alaska Native, children and
their families, taking into consideration funding allocations, distribution formulas, and
other issues affecting the delivery of Head Start services in their geographic locations.

HHS Response to the Rosebud Sioux Tribe Youth Suicide Cluster
Early in 2008, Rodney Bordeaux, Chairman of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, declared an
emergency with regard to a spike in the number of youth suicide attempts and
completions on the Rosebud reservation. At the request of the Tribe, the Department
brought a number of resources to aid the Tribe in addressing the crisis. IGA
coordinated with the Indian Health Service and the HHS Office of Force Readiness and
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