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The Saga Began In Egypt



No hospital, pancreatitis 





Evac’ed to Germany, psudo cyst Acenobactor Boumeni Araqibactor 



Uniklinik Antibiogram 
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Phage Hunt
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Tom’s A.baumannii isolate being attacked by Navy phages

Courtesy of Dr. Robert Pope, 
National Biodefense Analysis & Countermeasures Center,
Dept of Homeland Security





Phage Therapeutics at IPATH
Patient # Age Underlying Condition Organism Outcome

1  (Tom 
Patterson)

67 Disseminated infection A. baumannii Success

2 67 Bilateral Lung Transplant P. aeruginosa Success

3 74 Open Head Trauma A. baumannii Inadequate trial

4 23 CF; Pre Lung Transplant P. aeruginosa Lung Tx List

5 65 Infected LVAD P. Aeruginosa + Success

6 ~63 Infected LVAD S. aureus Success

7 61 Prosthetic Joint Infection S. aureus Inadequate trial

Patient 2 Patient 6



A case report on the successful use of a genetically modified phage cocktail to treat a human MDR 
infection will be published within the next few weeks. This is also the first human case of a 
Mycobacterium infection to be treated with phage therapy, that holds hope that phage therapy could 
be used to treat TB.  The patient was treated by IV in the UK; the people and process involved was a 
direct result of Tom Patterson’s case. 





IPATH Center for Innovative Phage Applications and Therapy, The CF trial is being funded by NIAID in 
partnership with WRAIR. 





Patient Perspective
• Nine months in hospital, 7 cases of septic shock

– Hallucinations/delusions
• Origin: Toxins, Sleep deprivation, ICU psychosis

– While in a coma: I could hear you
• Lesson: be careful what you say around patient
• Cognitive deficits avoided via mental stimulation

• Stigma
– ICU infection precautions

• I was a pariah 
– Phage therapy = virus

• I was privileged: national and international effort
• I represent evidence based hope for Phage 

therapy
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