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 Long history of collaboration with public health for 
research on immunization law and policy

 Research has led to tools for public health practice and policy

 Represents and supports immunization programs in 64 
states/cities/territories in development and implementation of 
effective policies and practices

 “Awardees” in remainder of presentation 

 Creates and distributes educational materials to help increase 
immunization rates and prevent disease

 Facilitates communication with broad immunization community 
about safety, efficacy, and use of vaccines  



Overview: Purpose
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 Collect and catalog information that characterizes the immunization 
environment and infrastructure of all 64 jurisdictions 

 Provide easy access to information on a searchable website

 Describe awardees for variety of users

 providers, policymakers, legislators, industry, consumers, vaccine advocates 



Benefits of VFAP

 Access information on searchable website

 Find information from a variety of sources in
one place

 Identify awardee characteristics/activities

 View data in table or map form

 View aggregate responses by state, city, or
territory

 Save and print reports
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Link to Most Recent Data Additions

www.vaccinefactsandpolicy.org/wp-content/help/vfap_latest_updates.pdf


Target Audience

 Awardees and Health Departments

 Public Health Community at Large

 Researchers

 Policy Makers 

 Media

 Providers

 Legislators

 Industry

 Consumers

 Vaccine Advocates
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Having state level vaccine facts and policies 
consolidated in one easy to search location is 
a valuable tool for state immunization 
program managers who are looking at 
updating their own immunization policies.

It is also a valuable tool for legislators and 
others interested in immunization laws, 
regulations, and policies.

Pejman Talebian
MA Immunization Program Manager
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Link to Immunization for Women

http://immunizationforwomen.org/providers/practice-management/increasing-immunization-rates.php


Key Features:
Printable Reports by Jurisdiction
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Key Features:
Printable Reports by Jurisdiction



Key Features:
Printable Reports by Topic
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Key Features:
Printable Reports by Topic



Key Features: Latest Updates
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Link to Most Recent Data Additions

www.vaccinefactsandpolicy.org/wp-content/help/vfap_latest_updates.pdf


Key Features: Reports
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Key Features:
Under Development 
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Data Sources

 AIM Annual Survey

 GWU Law Review

 IAC Law and Policy Information

 CDC Data:

 National Immunization Survey (NIS)

 CDC Flu Vax View

 Summary of Notifiable Diseases

 Immunization Information Systems (IIS) Annual Report (IISAR)

 Partner Data:

 American Immunization Registries Association (AIRA)Pharmacy Survey

 Association of State and Territorial Health Officials (ASTHO) Advisory Board Survey

 Emory Preparedness and Emergency Response Research Center (PERRC)

- AIM IIS Survey

 US Census Bureau
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How is the data sourced?
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AIM Annual Survey

 63/64 immunization programs responded

 Conducted in the spring - covers previous year and 

current policies and priorities 

 60 questions covering:

 program practice

 program structure

 program priorities 

 fiscal and programmatic environment 

 Limitations: 

 priorities and engagement are subjective 

 rapidly changing environment
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Exemption Data in VFAP

 School vaccination entry requirements, by jurisdiction

 Types of exemptions allowed in each jurisdiction 

 Personal Belief

 Religious

 Medical

 Exemption rates, nonmedical v. medical, by jurisdiction

 Text of exemption laws for each jurisdiction

 Types of exemption documentation

 Ex. Parental refusal of vaccines recorded in the IIS
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Vaccine Confidence Information

 Programmatic activities to address vaccine confidence (VC)

Passed laws or regulations to strengthen exemption laws; 

collaborated with immunization coalition, etc.

 Specific activities focusing on helping providers, parents, and 

schools/daycare with vaccine confidence

Examples: sharing toolkits, addressing VC during AFIX/VFC site visits, 

focus groups

 Funding sources used for vaccine confidence activities

 Source: 2015 AIM Annual Survey
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Challenges with Exemption and 
Vaccine Confidence Data in VFAP

Completeness of exemption data varies 

Variability in collection methods: sampling vs. IIS or school-specific data

Enactment and enforcement of school requirements varies 

Laws, regulations or administrative rules

 Frequent changes to laws, regulations and rules make it hard to 
keep information up to date

Privacy laws can prevent gathering of exemption data

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) and schools  

Vaccine hesitancy varies by region; high priority in some areas, 
low priority in others

Comparing awardees; measuring change – difficult
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VFAP Strengths on 
Exemptions/Vaccine Confidence

 Great resource language on exemption laws, regulations, rules

 Valuable in last year when exemptions were a hot topic

 Media and policymaker access to reliable data

 Immunization program access to information on:

− what other immunization programs are doing

− how others are wording their exemptions
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Data Wish List
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 School Entry and Exemption Data

 Continuous review/update of statutes, regulations, and policy 

language  

 Exemption administrative policies  

 Enforcement

 Data Validation/Reporting

 Other programmatic Information

 Awardee Annual Report and Progress Assessments

 Pharmacies 

 Information on US cities and territories



Next Steps  

Additional funding would allow VFAP to: 

 Update Data

 IAC maps, GWU law review, 2015 AIM annual survey 

 Expand Law Review and Data Categories and Topics 

 e.g., Adults, Adolescents, HPV

 Improve Website Functionality

 Comparison and custom reports

 Longitudinal data

 Search 

 Expand Partnerships

 Include relevant data from partner surveys (CDC, AIRA, ASTHO, etc.)

 Create Custom Reports on Hot Topics
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Help us spread the word! 
email – newsletters – websites – meetings- social media
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Questions?

info@vaccinefactsandpolicy.org

www.vaccinefactsandpolicy.org

www.vaccinefactsandpolicy.org
mailto:info@vaccinefactsandpolicy.org
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