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Topics 

• What does ONC do? 
• Meaningful use (MU) Stage 2 

– Improvements for immunization and other public health 
measures 

• Data exchange challenges 
• Recommendations for MU Stage 3 
• Consumer access to immunization registries 
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What does ONC do? 

• Mission: Improve health and health care for all Americans 
through use of information and technology. 

• ONC defines technical requirements for certified electronic 
health record (EHR) technology and electronic exchange of 
health information.  
• ONC defines the technical requirements for certified EHR technology 

that eligible hospitals and providers must possess to meet the 
“meaningful use” objectives in the Medicare and Medicaid EHR 
Incentive Programs. 

• ONC works with many other government agencies to 
implement these standards. 

• ONC also works closely with standards setting organizations, 
the health IT industry, and health care providers. 
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What improvements does Stage 2 of 
Meaningful Use (MU) provide? 

• ONC worked closely with CDC, the American Immunization Registry 
Association (AIRA), and other stakeholders to improve 
immunization interoperability through an updated immunization 
message and exchange Implementation Guide.1 

• EHR vendors use the Implementation Guide to develop EHR 
systems that can exchange data with immunization information 
systems (IIS). 
– Better Certification Criteria 

• One big improvement:  In MU Stage 2, eligible hospitals and 
providers must send immunization data to IIS for all ages as long as 
the IIS can accept the data.  In other words, if the IIS can accept 
adult immunizations, then the data must be sent. 

 

1  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/iis/technical-guidance/downloads/hl7guide-1-4-2012-08.pdf  
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Stage 2 Meaningful use 

• Beginning in 2014, providers participating in the 
Medicare and Medicaid EHR Incentive Programs who 
have met Stage 1 for two or three years will need to 
meet MU Stage 2 criteria. 

• Stage 2 includes new objectives to improve patient care 
through better clinical decision support, care 
coordination and patient engagement. 

• Stage 2 will further align with the three part aim 
– Better health experience 
– Better health 
– Reduce costs. 
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Stage 2 Eligible Provider Core Objectives - 
17 core objectives must be met 
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Stage 2 Eligible Hospital Core Objectives - 
16 core objectives must be met 
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Stage 2 Immunization Measure 

• Exclusions 
– Public health agency (PHA) does not provide capacity information to central repository 

by beginning of EHR Reporting Period or PHA cannot accept MU transaction according 
to published standards 

– Immunization 
• Does not give reportable immunization 
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New public health processes for MU 
Stage 2 
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Stage 2 MU PH Reporting Requirements 
Task Force Update 
 



Data exchange challenges 

• CDC performed a voluntary immunization 
interoperability status check in late 2012/early 2013. 

• Examples of types of errors 
– Does not affect interoperability 

• Requiring Address, Insurance Information 
– Affects Interoperability 

• Information asked for in different ways; Provider Identification 

• Short-term strategy 
– Ongoing education and targeted technical assistance 

• Long-term strategy 
– Update Implementation Guide, standardize web service 

transport standard, evaluate other policy options (e.g., optional 
certification criteria) 
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Stage 2 eClinical Quality Measures 

• Eligible providers participating in MU Stage 2 
are also required to report electronic clinical 
quality measure data, including: 
– Childhood Immunization Status 
– Influenza Immunization, 6+ months 
– Pneumococcal Vaccination Status, 65+ years 
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Draft Recommendations for MU 
Stage 3 

• The Health IT Policy Committee has made draft 
recommendations to HHS for items to consider for Stage 3. 

• Proposed Objective: Use clinical decision support to improve 
performance on high-priority health conditions (including 
immunizations). 

• Proposed Objective:  Capability to receive a patient’s 
immunization history supplied by an immunization registry or 
immunization information system, and to enable healthcare 
professionals to use structured historical immunization events 
in the clinical workflow, except where prohibited, and in 
accordance with applicable law and practice. 

• eCQMs:  Count all immunizations in the numerator of a 
measure regardless of where the vaccine was given. 
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Consumer Access to Immunization 
Registries 

• ONC is working with the National Vaccine Program 
Office and CDC to give consumers/patients electronic 
access to their immunization history data from IIS. 
– Projects are being cooperatively funded to develop the 

technology and communication plans. 
• Traditionally, patients have to request this 

information from their health care provider or the 
health department and receive a paper record. 

• States/regions that are already offering this 
electronic access include Indiana, Wisconsin, and San 
Diego. 
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My VAX Indiana 



My VAX Indiana Downloads 



For questions, contact 

Jim Daniel:  james.daniel@hhs.gov 

16 

mailto:james.daniel@hhs.gov


Additional Slides 
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MU Stage 2 eCQMs for EPs 

http://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Legislation/EHRIncentivePrograms/Downloads/EP_MeasuresTable_Posting_CQMs.pdf 
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MU Stage 3 Recommendations 1 
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MU Stage 3 Recommendations 2 
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