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mailto:Lauren.Jee@hhs.gov
mailto:Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV
mailto:Carla.Carter@HHS.GOV
mailto:Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov
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b))

b}B) Esg., MSW (she/her)
Phone:[PX6)
Emai|:|(b)(5) |

From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (O$/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 10:08 PM

To: Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR} <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>

Cc: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>{0)6) [(HHS/OCR)

|(b)(6) |>; Rodriguez, Paul {(HHS/OGC) <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Wiggins, Audrey (HHS/OGC) <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>; Carter, Carla
{HHS/OCR) <Carla.Carter @HHS.GOV>; Smith, Marisa (HHS/OCR) <Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV>; lee, Lauren
{HHS/ASL) <Lauren.Jee@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:l(b)(5) |

Stephanie,

()5}

Hope that helps.

Melanie

()5}

Sent from my iPhone
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mailto:Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov
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mailto:Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov

To: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/QGC) <Aaron.Schuham@®hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/0GC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {QS/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/QCR) <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC) <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:[PX°}

b))

Yes, | would think so

b))

Get Qutlook for iOS

From: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC} <Aaron.Schuham@®@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:37:01 PM

To{P/E) |(HHS/OCR) [PXO) b: Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {05/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR]) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/QCR) <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC} <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re: Fb)(5) |

b))

Get Qutlook for i0S

From{P)©® (HHS/OCR} {P)E) :

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:25:14 PM

To: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC} <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/0OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {0S/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/QCR) <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC} <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:|(b)(5)

()5}

Get Qutlook for i0S

From: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@®@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:05 PM

To: Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/OGC);l(b)(G) |(HHS/OCR); Rainer, Melanie Fontes {OS/10S); Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR); Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR); Wiggins, Audrey {(HHS/OGC)

Subject: RE: I(b)(5)

()5}
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From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (0S/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 8:40:16 PM

To{b}6) |(HHS/OCR} {2X6) b; Pino, Lisa {(HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>;
Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) «<Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>; Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC)
<Aaron.Schuham@®hhs.gov>: Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/OGC) <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Wiggins, Audrey
{HHS/0OGC) <Audrey. Wiggins@ hhs.gov>
Subject: Fwd{®X5)

Hi,

b))

Thoughts?

Melanie
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Oni K. Blair" <oblair@aclutx.org>

Date: March 4, 2022 at 8:06:26 PM EST

To: "Rainer, Melanie Fontes (0S/10S)" <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>, "Pino, Lisa {(HHS/OCR)"
<Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>, "Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR)" <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.govs, "|(b)(5)

{(HHS/OCR)" 40X6} b, "Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/OGC)" <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>,
"Wolff, Kate {ACF)" <Kate.Wolff@acf.hhs.gov>, "Pugh, Carrie (OS/IEA}" <Carrie.Pugh@hhs.gov>,
"Figueroa, Marvin (HHS/IEA)" <Marvin.Figueroa@hhs.gov>

Cc: "Clemencia, LaTanya (HHS/10S) {CTR)" <LaTanvya.Clemencia@hhs.gov>, "Wolff, Kate (0S/108)"
<Kate . Wolff@hhs.gov>, Sarah Labowitz <slabowitz@aclutx.org>

Subject: RE{(b)(5) |

HHS Team,

You all have been amazing this week. We in Texas, specifically our team at the ACLU, are grateful for
your leadership and clear guidance on providing healthcare and support for trans youth.

| am sure you are following the legal proceedings here already. Additionally, | am sharing this link to a
news story on Texas Children’s Hospital’s decision to pause hormone therapies for gender-affirming
care. {I've included the article at the bottom.} While your guidance was clear, providers remain afraid of
running afoul of state government. The threat in Texas has produced a chilling effect. | share this to
inform your next steps and future engagement with healthcare providers.

Thank you,
Oni
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Oni K, Blair

Pronouns: she/her

Executive Director

American Civil Liberties Union of Texas

P.O. Box 8306, Houston, TX 77288-8306

with offices in Austin, Brownsville, Dallas, and El Paso
713.942.8146 | oblairizaclutx.org

aclutx.org < cidimage001.gif;01 D6ESE6.SD680ABO =) cidimage002.jpe@01D6ESES.SD680ABO

[=]1

cidimage003.png@01D6EBE6.5D680ABO

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Texas-Children-s-Hospital-
pauses-hormone-16978565.php

Texas Children’s Hospital pauses
hormone therapies for gender-
affirming care after Abbott and
Paxton directive

Julian Gill, Gabrielle Banks, Staff writer
March 4, 2022Updated: March 4, 2022 543 pom.
Comments
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Ouc of the Texas Children's Hospital buildings 1s shown in the Texas Medical Center Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021
in Houston.
Alelissa Phillip. Hlooston Chrontele Stdt photographer

Texas Children’s Hospital has “paused” hormone-related prescription therapies for
gender-affirming care in response to the controversial directive from state leaders to
investigate medical treatments for transgender youth as child abuse, according to a
statement from the hospital.

*“The mission of Texas Children’s Hospital is to create a healthier future for all
children, including transgender children, within the bounds of the law,” the statement
reads. “After assessing the Attorney General’s and Governor’s actions, Texas
Children’s Hospital paused hormone-related prescription therapies for gender-
affirming services. This step was taken to safeguard our healthcare professionals and
impacted families from potential criminal legal ramifications.”

Armed with a non-binding opinion by Attorney General Ken Paxton, Gov. Greg
Abbott has made it clear that he thinks parents who support gender-affirming care for
transgender children should be treated as child abusers. Paxton’s opinion last week
followed multiple failed attempts by Republican state lawmakers in the GOP-led
Texas Legislature to pass measures that would punish parents and health care
providers who support gender-affirming care for transgender children.

Abbott and Paxton, who are Republicans, are both seeking re-election and made their
announcements shortly before Tuesday’s GOP primary.

A Travis County district judge on Wednesday temporarily stopped the state’s child
welfare agency from investigating possible child abuse charges against the parents of
a 16-year-old who underwent gender-affirming health care.

But the court stopped short of blocking such investigations statewide — at least for
now.

Lou Weaver, a transgender man and community advocate for transgender children and
adults, said very few facilities offer gender-affirming care for children, and Texas
Children’s is among the biggest programs in Texas that offered it.

"This is a truly frightening time for trans youth and their parents and guardians," he
said. "The doors to life-saving health care are literally being shut in their faces.”
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UT Southwestern’s children’s hospital in Dallas shut down services for new patients
at the end of the last legislative session due to political pressure, Weaver said.

According to reports, GENECIS, a program at Children’s Medical Center Dallas that
offers hormone treatment for transgender youth, also stopped taking new transgender
minor patients for gender-affirming prescriptions.

Weaver said teens who already have a prescription should be OK, but those who
haven’t begun puberty blockers or hormones would have to seek help elsewhere. He
said people in the community are already going into a “headspin,” especially because
TCH announced the official pause on a Friday afternoon.

They are likely already determining whether they’ll have to go out of state or to
Mexico for care, he said.

Taylor Goldenstein contributed to this report.

julian.gill@chron.com

Smith, Marisa (HHS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=user200ad5a8 <Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV>;
Carter, Carla (HHS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/cu=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT}/cn=Recipients/cn=user? 1efB6df «Carla.Carter@HHS.GOV>

Sent Date: 2022/03/06 11:41:12
Delivered Date: 2022/03/06 11:41:00

Message Flags: Unread Unsent
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www.healthlaw.org

Unsubscribel}6)

Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

Sent by nhelp@healthlaw.org powered by

. Constant

ContGCt Trusted Email from Constant Contact - Try it FREE today.

Trv email marketing for free today!

Stoneking, Alissa (HHS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT}/cn=Recipients/cn=94f8b512d96049bbo06cc4fc89e12f2d-5toneking,
<Alissa.Stoneking@hhs.govs;

()8} HHS/OCR) fo=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
FYDIBCHF23SPDLT )/ cn=Recipients/cn=e90ef156ed05483f959d8¢c4039d9bo06
b}(5}

Sent Date: 2022/09/07 13:18:31
Delivered Date: 2022/05/07 13:18:27
Message Flags: Unread Unsent
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To

Subject
Date
Priority
Type

rom: (b}(6) HHS/QCR) </0=EXCHANGELABS/QU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP

" (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT )} CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0BDEC12AD0974EACABABEQ32F2B37C914(b}E}

Jee, Lauren {HH5/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
: (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dc5a273e16024884903f0d2afc8cb225-Jee, Lauren
<Lauren.Jeel®@hhs.gov>

: FW: Leadership Conf, Health Care Task Force meeting
1 2022/10/06 14:11:00
: Normal

: Note

b))

I(b)(ﬁ)

Esq., MSW (she/her)

Senior Advisar 1o the Director

Phone: b))

Emai|:|(3)(5)

From: Mara Youdelman <youdelman@healthlaw.org>
Sent: Thursday, October 6, 2022 1:56 PM

To:P®

|(HHS/OCR} 4L |

Subject: Leadership Conf. Health Care Task Force meeting

Hi Dylan,

| think we'd discussed having Melanie join an upcoming Health Care Task Force
meeting but wasn’t sure if we nailed down which one. We do have a meeting next week,
Oct. 12 from 11-12. If she is still interested in joining us, we'd be happy to host her. Or

we can plan for another month. I'm sure folks would love to hear about OCR's upcoming
agenda beyond 1557.

And good luck reviewing all the 1557 comments!

Mara

Mara Youdelman (she/her/hers}
Managing Attorney, DC OFice
National Health Law Program
1444 | Street NW, Suite 1105
Washington, D.C. 20005

Direct: 202-683-1999
yvoudelman@healthlaw.org

www.healthlaw.org

@marayoudelman
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NG HHS/OCR) </0=EXCHANGELABS/QU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
* (FYDIBOHF235PDLT)CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0BDEC12AD0974EACABABED3I2F2B37C91{D)E)

Section 1557 (OCR}) fo=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
To: (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=fde70138c07442e5ab/a347fb5a%b 10b-df 73f6b6-a6
<Section15570CR@HHSGOV.onmicrosoft.com>

Subject: FW: Collecting race/ethnicity data in Medicaid/CHIP
Date: 2022/05/12 12:02:00

Priority: Normal
Type: Note

From

FYl — data collection!

|(b)(6) | Esq., MSW (she/her)
Senior Advisor to the Director
Phonezl(b)(ﬁ) |
Email:l{b){ﬁ) |

From: Mara Youdelman <youdelman@healthlaw.org>

Sent: Monday, September 12, 2022 11:36 AM

To: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>;{b}6} [HHS5/OCR}
|(b)(5) |>; Jee, Lauren {HHS/OCR) <Lauren.Jeel@hhs.gov>

Subject: Collecting race/ethnicity data in Medicaid/CHIP

Hi all,

Wanted to share this recent publication with you --
https://healthlaw.org/resource/demographic-data-collection-in-medicaid-chip-cms-
authority-to-collect-race-ethnicity-data/

Executive Summary

CMS must collect information on Medicaid and CHIP enrollees’ race and ethnicity to
understand program quality and monitor equitable access. Yet, CMS has not formally
required state Medicaid programs to collect or report race and ethnicity information in a
uniform manner. As a result, data on racial and ethnic health disparities in these
programs lacks completeness, reliability, and consistency. This brief outlines CMS’s
current authority to engage in race and ethnicity data collection and provides several
actions that CMS can take right now to improve demographic data collection.

Mara Youdelman (she/her/hers)
Managing Attorney, DC Office
National Health Law Program
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Mara Youdelman <youdelman@healthlaw.org>;

Rainer, Melanie Fontes {OS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=9¢7242f10a494d45bab72c452ecd9f80-Rainer, Mel
To: <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>;

Jee, Lauren {(HHS/OLR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }fcn=Recipients/cn=dc5a273e16824884903f0d 2afcBcb225-Jee, Lauren

<Lauren.Jeel@hhs.gov>

Subject: RE: Collecting race/ethnicity data in Medicaid/CHIP
Date: 2022/09/12 11:57:00
Priority: Normal

From:

Type: Note

Thanks so much, Maral

b))

[b)©) | Esq., MSW (she/her)
Senior Advisor to the Director

PhonefbX6) |

Emai|:|(b)(5) |

From: Mara Youdelman <youdelman@healthlaw.org>

Sent: Monday, September 12, 2022 11:36 AM

To: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (05/OCR) «Melanie.Rainer@ hhs.gov>;|(b)(5) [HHS/OCR}
|(b)(5) |; Jee, Lauren {HHS/OCR) <Lauren.Jeel@hhs.gov>

Subject: Collecting race/ethnicity data in Medicaid/CHIP

Hi all,

Wanted to share this recent publication with you --
https://healthlaw.org/resource/demographic-data-collection-in-medicaid-chip-cms-
authority-to-collect-race-ethnicity-data/

Executive Summary

CMS must collect information on Medicaid and CHIP enrollees’ race and ethnicity to
understand program quality and monitor equitable access. Yet, CMS has not formally
required state Medicaid programs to collect or report race and ethnicity information in a
uniform manner. As a result, data on racial and ethnic health disparities in these
programs lacks completeness, reliability, and consistency. This brief outlines CMS’s
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Many thanks[®®)

From: Evaluation Only. Created with Aspose. HTML. Copyright 2013-2020 Aspose Pty Ltd.P
* (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0BDEC12AD0974EACABABED32F2B37C91

Barron, Pamela {(HHS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabsfou=Exchange Administrative Group
To: (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=d55f83440f074842ac94e1F27f11fa%e-Barron, Pam
<Pamela.Barron@hhs.gov>

Montoya, Luben (HHSAHOCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
{FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=user4a33cd57 <Luben.Mentoya@hhs.govs;

Hyams, David {HHS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
{FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=dB894f/b1a2874%eB8ba7echeebad49d75f-David. Hyams
<David.Hyams@hhs.gov>;

Jee, Lauren {(HHS/OCR) /o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }fcn=Recipients/cn=dc5a273e16824884903f0d 2afcBcb225-Jee, Lauren
<Lauren.Jeel@hhs.gov>

cc:

Subject: RE: Questicn on interpreter assessments
Date: 2022/12/02 05:44:00

Priority: Normal
Type: Note

|(b)(5)

E®

| Esq., MSW (she/her)

Senior Advisor to the Director

Phone:
Email:l(

()6}

b}6)

From: Barron, Pamela (HHS/OCR} <Pamela.Barron@hhs.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2022 7:27 PM

To:|b)6)

(HHS/OCR} {0)O)

Cc: Montoya, Luben (HHS/OCR} <Luben.Montoya@hhs.gov>; Hyams, David (HHS/OCR)
<David.Hyams@hhs.gov>; Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR} <Lauren.leel@hhs.gov>
Subject: RE: Question on interpreter assessments

Hi

()6}

Yes — I'll ask Luben to take a look,

| know that interpreters need to be gualified — not certified.

()5}

Best,

Pam
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From:

Smith, Marisa (HHS/OCR)} /o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
To: Carter, Carla (HHS/OCR} fo=Exchangelabs/cu=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT}/cn=Recipients/cn=user71ef86df «<Carla.Carter@HH5.GOV>
Subject: RE:[D)5) |
Date: 2022/03/06 11:43:00

Priority: Normal

Type: Note

Minus Stephanie and Lauren.

Evaluation Only. Created with Aspose.HTML. Copyright 2013-2020 Aspose Pty Ltd.P
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0BDEC12AD0974EACABABEQ32F2B37C91(b)6)}

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=user200ad5a8 <Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV>;

()5}

| can join for the calls.

Thanks,

()6}

|(b)(6) o |Esq., MSW (she/her)
Phone
Emai|:|(b)(6) |

From: Smith, Marisa (HHS/CCR) <Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV>

Sent: Sunday, March 6, 2022 11:31 AM

To:|b)}6) |(HHS/OCR} b)6) | Carter, Carla (HHS/OCR})
<Carla.Carter@HHS.GOV>

Cc: Jee, Lauren (HHS/ASL) <Lauren.Jee@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/QCR)
<Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>

Subject: Rel(b)@ |

()5}

Get Outlook for iOS

From: [P)0) |(HHs/OCR) {PXO |

Sent: Sunday, March 6, 2022 10:17:46 AM

To: Carter, Carla {(HHS/OCR) <Carla.Carter @HHS.GOV>; Smith, Marisa (HH5/QCR)
<Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV>

Cc: Jee, Lauren (HHS/ASL) <Lauren.Jee@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/QCR)
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<Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>
Subject: RE: |(b)(5)

Thanks, Melanie. [Moving everyone except Carla, Marisa, Lauren, and Stephanie to BCC.]

b))

bH6} Esq., MSW (she/her)
Phone:[PX6)

Email:l(b)(ﬁ) |

From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (0S/108} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 10:08 PM

To: Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) <Stephanie Akpa@hhs.gov>

Cc: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>; |(b)(6) |HHS/0CR)

{o)E} } Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/OGC) <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Wiggins, Audrey {HHS/OGC) <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>; Carter, Carla
{HHS/OCR) <Carla.Carter@HHS.GOV>; Smith, Marisa (HHS/OCR) <Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV>; Jee, Lauren
{HHS/ASL) <Lauren.Jee@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:l(b)(5) |

Stephanie,

()5}

Hope that helps.

Melanie

()5}

()5}
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b))

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 5, 2022, at 9:27 PM, Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>wrote:

Hi Melanie,

()5}

Best,
Stephanie

()5}

b))

If | left anything out, please feel free to chime in! Also, please let us know if you have and questions.

From: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC} <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 3:49 PM

ToP)® [HHS/QCR} {P)0) b; Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {0$/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/QCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/0OGC} <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: REPHO)
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()5}

From:{*© (HHS/OCR) PO |

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 1:25 PM

To: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/0OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {0S/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC} <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re P)©}

b))

Get Qutlook for i0S

From: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@®@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:37:01 PM

To:fb)}6) |(HHS/OCR} {0)6) | Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {Q5/10S} «<Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR]) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC} <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:|(b)(5) |

()5}

Get Qutlook for i0S

From:{P)®) | (HHS/OCR) *X©)
Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:25:14 PM
To: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC} <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/CGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {05$/10S} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie {(HHS/OCR) <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC} <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:[PX5}

()5}

Get Qutlook for i0S

From: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC} <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>
Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:05 PM
To: Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/OGC); de Kervor, Dylan {(HHS/OCR); Rainer, Melanie Fontes {(OS/10S); Pino, Lisa
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b))

Get Qutlook for iCS

From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (0S/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 8:40:16 PM

TofPX) |(HHS/OCR) $0)©) |: Pino, Lisa {HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>;
Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/QCR) <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>; Schuham, Aaron (HHS/QGC)
<Aaron.Schuham@®hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/QOGC) <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Wiggins, Audrey
{HHS/0OGC) <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Fwd:|(b)(5) |

Hi,

b))

Thoughts?

Melanie
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Oni K. Blair" <oblair@aclutx.org>

Date: March 4, 2022 at 8:06:26 PM EST

To: "Rainer, Melanie Fontes (0S/10S)" <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>, "Pino, Lisa (HHS/OCR)"
<Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>, "Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR)" <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>, '|(b)(6) |
{HHS/OCR)" |(b)(5) |"Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/OGC)" <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>,
"Wolff, Kate {ACF]" <Kate.Wolff@acf.hhs.gov>, "Pugh, Carrie (OS/IEA}" <Carrie.Pugh@hhs.gov>,
"Figueroa, Marvin (HHS/IEA)" <Marvin.Figueroa@hhs.gov>

Cc: "Clemencia, LaTanya (HHS/10S) {(CTR)" <LaTanva.Clemencia@hhs.gov>, "Wolff, Kate (0S/10S)"
<Kate . Wolff@hhs.gov>, Sarah Labowitz <slabowitz@aclutx.org>

Subject: REI(b)(5) |

HHS Team,

You all have been amazing this week. We in Texas, specifically our team at the ACLU, are grateful for
your leadership and clear guidance on providing healthcare and support for trans youth.

| am sure you are following the legal proceedings here already. Additionally, | am sharing this link to a

news story on Texas Children’s Hospital’s decision to pause hormone therapies for gender-affirming
care. {I've included the article at the bottom.} While your guidance was clear, providers remain afraid of
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running afoul of state government. The threat in Texas has produced a chilling effect. | share this to
inform your next steps and future engagement with healthcare providers.

Thank you,
Oni

Oni K, Blair

Pronouns: she/her

Executive Director

American Civil Liberties Union of Texas

P.O. Box 8306, Houston, TX 77288-8306

with offices in Austin, Brownsville, Dallas, and El Paso

713,942.8146 | oblairieaclutx.org

aclutx.org < cidimage001.pif@01D6ESE6.SD680AB0 < cidimage002.ipe@0]1 D6ERE6.SD6R0ABO

[>=]1

cidimage003.png@01D6EEE6.5D680ABO

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Texas-Children-s-Hospital-
pauses-hormone-16978565.php

Texas Children’s Hospital pauses
hormone therapies for gender-
affirming care after Abbott and
Paxton directive

Julian Gill, Gabrielle Banks, Staff writer
Murch 4, 2022Updated: March 4. 2022 543 pan.
Comments
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Ouc of the Texas Children's Hospital buildings 1s shown in the Texas Medical Center Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021
in Houston.
Aelissa Phillip. Hlooston Chrontele Stdt photographer

Texas Children’s Hospital has “paused” hormone-related prescription therapies for
gender-affirming care in response to the controversial directive from state leaders to
investigate medical treatments for transgender youth as child abuse, according to a
statement from the hospital.

*“The mission of Texas Children’s Hospital is to create a healthier future for all
children, including transgender children, within the bounds of the law,” the statement
reads. “After assessing the Attorney General’s and Governor’s actions, Texas
Children’s Hospital paused hormone-related prescription therapies for gender-
affirming services. This step was taken to safeguard our healthcare professionals and
impacted families from potential criminal legal ramifications.”

Armed with a non-binding opinion by Attorney General Ken Paxton, Gov. Greg
Abbott has made it clear that he thinks parents who support gender-affirming care for
transgender children should be treated as child abusers. Paxton’s opinion last week
followed multiple failed attempts by Republican state lawmakers in the GOP-led
Texas Legislature to pass measures that would punish parents and health care
providers who support gender-affirming care for transgender children.

Abbott and Paxton, who are Republicans, are both seeking re-election and made their
announcements shortly before Tuesday’s GOP primary.

A Travis County district judge on Wednesday temporarily stopped the state’s child
welfare agency from investigating possible child abuse charges against the parents of
a 16-year-old who underwent gender-affirming health care.

But the court stopped short of blocking such investigations statewide — at least for
now.

Lou Weaver, a transgender man and community advocate for transgender children and
adults, said very few facilities offer gender-affirming care for children, and Texas
Children’s is among the biggest programs in Texas that offered it.

"This is a truly frightening time for trans youth and their parents and guardians," he
said. "The doors to life-saving health care are literally being shut in their faces.”
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UT Southwestern’s children’s hospital in Dallas shut down services for new patients
at the end of the last legislative session due to political pressure, Weaver said.

According to reports, GENECIS, a program at Children’s Medical Center Dallas that
offers hormone treatment for transgender youth, also stopped taking new transgender
minor patients for gender-affirming prescriptions.

Weaver said teens who already have a prescription should be OK, but those who
haven’t begun puberty blockers or hormones would have to seek help elsewhere. He

said people in the community are already going into a “headspin,” especially because
TCH announced the official pause on a Friday afternoon.

They are likely already determining whether they’ll have to go out of state or to
Mexico for care, he said.

Taylor Goldenstein contributed to this report.

julian.gill@chron.com

Sender: (D)(6) HHS/OCR) </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE CROUP
" (FYDIBOHF235PDLT)Y/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=0BDEC12AD0974EACABABEO32F2B37C914b)6) |

Smith, Marisa (HHS/OCR)} fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
{FYDIBOHF23SPDLT Y/cn=Recipients/cn=user200ad5a8 <Marisa.Smith@HHS.GOV>;
Carter, Carla (HHS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=user? 1ef8&df <Carla.Carter@HHS.GOV:>

Sent Date: 2022/03/06 11:43:41
Delivered Date: 2022/03/06 11:43:00

Recipient:
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()5}

Sent from my iPhone

On Mar 5, 2022, at 9:27 PM, Akpa, Stephanie {(HHS/OCR) <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>wrote:

Hi Melanie,

b))

Best,
Stephanie

b))

If | left anything out, please feel free to chime in! Also, please let us know if you have and questions.

From: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 3:49 PM

To: [PX©) |(HHS/OCR} {P)6) |; Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {0S/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
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Audrey (HHS/OGC) <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>
Subject: RE: |(b)(5)

Yes, understood. These hospitals are getting stuck in a bind between requirements of federal law and
this state policy/law, or whatever it is.

From:[0/®) | (HHs/OCR} 2@ |

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 1:25 PM

To: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul (HHS/0GC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {05/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR) <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC} <Audreyv.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:|b)}5)

b))

Get Outlook for i0S

From: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC) <Aaron.Schuham@®@hhs.gov>

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:37:01 PM

To:[)® (HHS/OCR} {26 ; Rodriguez, Paul {(HHS/OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {0S5/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR]) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR} <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,

Audrey (HHS/0GC) <Audrey Wiggins@hhs.gov>
Subject: Re:|}%}

()5}

Get Qutlook for i0OS

From:{P)6) [HHS/OCR} PO} |

Sent: Saturday, March 5, 2022 12:25:14 PM

To: Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC} <Aaron.Schuham@hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul {(HHS/0OGC)
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Rainer, Melanie Fontes {05$/105) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; Pino, Lisa
{HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>; Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR} <Stephanie. Akpa@hhs.gov>; Wiggins,
Audrey (HHS/OGC} <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>

Subject: Re:|(b)(5) |

()5}

Get Outlook for i0S
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b))

QGC, | know HHS and DQJ sometimes have different approaches so | of course defer to your thoughts.

Get Qutlook for iCS

From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (05/105} <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>

Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 8:40:16 PM

Tofb)6) (HHS/OCR} {0X5) | Pino, Lisa (HHS/OCR) <Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>;
Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/QCR) <Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>; Schuham, Aaron (HHS/OGC)
<Aaron.Schuham@®hhs.gov>; Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/OGC) <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>; Wiggins, Audrey
{HHS/0GC) <Audrey.Wiggins@hhs.gov>
Subject: Fwd{bX5)

Hi,

()5}

Thoughts?

Melanie
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Oni K. Blair" <oblair@aclutx.org>
Date: March 4, 2022 at 8:06:26 PM EST
To: "Rainer, Melanie Fontes (0S/10S)" <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>, "Pino, Lisa (HHS/OCR)"
<Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>, "Akpa, Stephanie (HHS/OCR}" «<Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>, "de Kervor, Dylan
{HHS/OCR)" <Dylan.deKervor@hhs.gov>, "Rodriguez, Paul {(HHS/OGC)" <PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>,
"Wolff, Kate {(ACF)" <Kate.Wolff@acf.hhs.gov>, "Pugh, Carrie (OS/IEA}" <Carrie.Pugh@hhs.gov>,
"Figueroa, Marvin (HHS/IEA)" <Marvin.Figueroa@hhs.gov>

Cc: "Clemencia, LaTanya (HHS/I0S) {CTR)" <LaTanya.Clemencia@hhs.gov>, "Wolff, Kate (0S5/108)"
<Kate.Wolff@hhs.gov>, Sarah Labowitz <slabowitz@aclutx.org>

Subject: RE:|®¥}

HHS Team,

You all have been amazing this week. We in Texas, specifically our team at the ACLU, are grateful for
your leadership and clear guidance on providing healthcare and support for trans youth.
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| am sure you are following the legal proceedings here already. Additionally, | am sharing this link to a
news story on Texas Children’s Hospital’s decision to pause hormone therapies for gender-affirming
care. {I've included the article at the bottom.} While your guidance was clear, providers remain afraid of
running afoul of state government. The threat in Texas has produced a chilling effect. | share this to
inform your next steps and future engagement with healthcare providers.

Thank you,
Oni

Oni K, Blair

Pronouns: she/her

Execcutive Dircctor

American Civil Liberties Union of Texas

P.O. Box 8306, Houston, TX 77288-8306

with offices in Austin, Brownsville, Dallas, and El Paso
713,942.8146 | oblair@aclutx.org

aclutx.org
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https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Texas-Children-s-Hospital-
pauses-hormone-16978565.php

Texas Children’s Hospital pauses
hormone therapies for gender-
affirming care after Abbott and
Paxton directive

Julian Gill, Gabrielle Banks, Staff writer
March 4, 2022Updated: March 4, 2022 543 pom.
Comments
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Ouc of the Texas Children's Hospital buildings 1s shown in the Texas Medical Center Thursday, Oct. 21, 2021
in Houston.
Aelissa Phillip. Hlooston Chrontele Stdt photographer

Texas Children’s Hospital has “paused” hormone-related prescription therapies for
gender-affirming care in response to the controversial directive from state leaders to
investigate medical treatments for transgender youth as child abuse, according to a
statement from the hospital.

*“The mission of Texas Children’s Hospital is to create a healthier future for all
children, including transgender children, within the bounds of the law,” the statement
reads. “After assessing the Attorney General’s and Governor’s actions, Texas
Children’s Hospital paused hormone-related prescription therapies for gender-
affirming services. This step was taken to safeguard our healthcare professionals and
impacted families from potential criminal legal ramifications.”

Armed with a non-binding opinion by Attorney General Ken Paxton, Gov. Greg
Abbott has made it clear that he thinks parents who support gender-affirming care for
transgender children should be treated as child abusers. Paxton’s opinion last week
followed multiple failed attempts by Republican state lawmakers in the GOP-led
Texas Legislature to pass measures that would punish parents and health care
providers who support gender-affirming care for transgender children.

Abbott and Paxton, who are Republicans, are both seeking re-election and made their
announcements shortly before Tuesday’s GOP primary.

A Travis County district judge on Wednesday temporarily stopped the state’s child
welfare agency from investigating possible child abuse charges against the parents of
a 16-year-old who underwent gender-affirming health care.

But the court stopped short of blocking such investigations statewide — at least for
now.

Lou Weaver, a transgender man and community advocate for transgender children and
adults, said very few facilities offer gender-affirming care for children, and Texas
Children’s is among the biggest programs in Texas that offered it.

"This is a truly frightening time for trans youth and their parents and guardians," he
said. "The doors to life-saving health care are literally being shut in their faces.”
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UT Southwestern’s children’s hospital in Dallas shut down services for new patients
at the end of the last legislative session due to political pressure, Weaver said.

According to reports, GENECIS, a program at Children’s Medical Center Dallas that
offers hormone treatment for transgender youth, also stopped taking new transgender
minor patients for gender-affirming prescriptions.

Weaver said teens who already have a prescription should be OK, but those who
haven’t begun puberty blockers or hormones would have to seek help elsewhere. He
said people in the community are already going into a “headspin,” especially because
TCH announced the official pause on a Friday afternoon.

They are likely already determining whether they’ll have to go out of state or to
Mexico for care, he said.

Taylor Goldenstein contributed to this report.

julian.gill@chron.com

Akpa, Stephanie {HHS/CCR) /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
Sender: (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=3C984BA53AF54D46B780185808AEE4BC-AKPA, STEPH
<Stephanie.Akpa@hhs.gov>

Rainer, Melanie Fontes (05/105) /o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
{FYDIBOHF235PDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=5¢7242f10a494d45bab7 2c452ecd 5f80-Rainer, Mel
<Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>;

Schuham, Aarcn {HHS/OGC) fo=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=c4b426dc641841c0b8fc53becdf4b5a2-Schubham, Aa

<Aargn.Schuham@hhs.gov:>;

HHS/OCR} fo=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group

FYDIBOHF23SPDLT Y cn=Recipients/cn=0bdec12ad0974eacababe032f2b37c011b )6}

Yo _

Rodriguez, Paul {HHS/OGC) fo=ExchangelLabsfou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBCHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=755d69b6e04e4aaB981d68258e0aaf7c-Rodriguez,
<PaulR.Rodriguez@hhs.gov>;

Recipient: Pino, Lisa (HHS/OCR) fo=ExchangelLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT }/cn=Recipients/cn=90674352c007441b%6f0f199cdd550¢2-Pino, Lisa
<Lisa.Pino@hhs.gov>;

Wiggins, Audrey {HHS/OGC) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235PDLT )/ cn=Recipients/cn=ba0233584cf046d892c2725674ff082-Wiggins, Au
<Audrey. Wiggins@hhs.gov>;

Carter, Carla (HHS/OCR) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF235SPDLT }/cn=Recipientsfcn=user? 1lef8&If <{arla.Carter@HHS.GOV>;

Smith, Marisa (HHS/OCR) /o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT}/cn=Recipients/cn=user200ad5a8 <Marisa.5mith@HHS.GOV>;

Jee, Lauren (HHS/ASL) fo=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a7771eca5c9448a8bb1f8860affd22¢0-Jee, Lauren
<Lauren,Jee@hhs.gov>

Sent Date: 2022/03/05 22:12:21
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cell O

Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov

1. Budget Info:

(0)(5)
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