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The National Health Law Program protects and 
advances the health rights of /ow-income and 
underserved individuals and families. We 
advocate, educate, and litigate at the federal and 
state levels to advance health and civil rights in X 
the U.S. 

LGBTQ+ and Health Groups Sue to Block Florida's 
Anti-Transgender Medicaid Health Care Rule 

FLORIDA - Health advocacy and LGBTQ+ groups National Health Law Program, 
Florida Health Justice Project, Lambda Legal, and Southern Legal Counsel, together 
with international law firm Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP, filed a federal lawsuit 
today challenging Florida's anti-transgender health care rule denying coverage for 
transgender Medicaid beneficiaries' medically necessary gender-affirming medical care. 

The lawsuit, Dekker, et al., v. Marstiller. et al., was filed in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Florida against the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration 
(AHCA), on behalf of four plaintiffs: August Dekker (he/him) and Brit Rothstein (he/him), 
as well as two minors identified under pseudonyms, Susan (represented by her parents 
Jane and John Doe) and K.F. (represented by his mother, Jade Ladue). 

"It has been extremely stressful to have to worry about whether I will be able to get the 
medical care that I need and which is recommended by my doctors. This new Medicaid 
rule denies me the ability to access treatment that I cannot otherwise afford. Everyone 
deserves to exist in a way that feels safe, yet this ban will impact so many transgender 
Medicaid beneficiaries like me with very negative effects on our physical and mental 
health and our lives. It's truly awful and unfair to feel like the state is targeting your 
existence," said plaintiff August Dekker, a 28-year-old transgender man from 
Hernando County, Florida. 



The rule adopted by the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), which 
oversees Florida's Medicaid Program, went into effect on August 21 and has left 
thousands of transgender people in Florida without access to critical medical care for the 
treatment of gender dysphoria. AHCA finalized the rule on August 1 after ignoring expert 
testimony and thousands of public comments during the rule-making process earlier this 
summer. 

"We believe providing our daughter with the medical care that she needs and is 
recommended by her doctors for her gender dysphoria is imperative to ensure her health 
and well-being. The state's decision to stop covering medically necessary gender­
affirming medical care through Medicaid is tragic. It is cruel and dehumanizing. It's 
frustrating to know that the same medications and care that are provided to other children 
for different medical reasons, will not be provided to our child. We are concerned about 
the message the State of Florida is sending to young transgender people like our daughter 
by excluding them from the Medicaid coverage to which they otherwise would be entitled 
simply because of who they are." said Jane and John Doe, parents of plaintiff Susan, a 
12-year-old transgender girl, who all are proceeding anonymously. 

QUOTES FROM ORGANIZATIONS: 

"Medicaid is meant to ensure access to necessary health care for people most in need 
and those with the fewest resources. ACHA's decision will take away life-saving care from 
Medicaid beneficiaries only because they are transgender. Without Medicaid coverage, 
our clients will not have access to these important health care services. ACHA's rule is 
callous." said Abbi Coursolle, Senior Attorney at the National Health Law Program. 

"With this indefensible rule, the state is targeting low-income transgender Floridians. The 
rule intends to cut-off access to medically necessary care for the plaintiffs and other 
transgender individuals covered by Medicaid," said Katy DeBriere, Legal Director at 
Florida Health Justice Project. "Not only is this rule illegal, but it would serve to 
perpetuate health inequities by eliminating access to safe, reliable healthcare for some of 
our most marginalized residents. Florida Health Justice Project will not let the state flout its 
obligations under the Medicaid program and the constitution of the United States." 

'The new rule adopted by Florida's Agency for Health Care Administration endangers the 
health, well-being, and very lives of Florida's transgender Medicaid beneficiaries. It 
represents a cruel and deplorable action; one that is motivated by politics and bias rather 
than medicine and science. It also represents the complete abdication of AHCA's own 



mission statement to "Better Health Care for All Floridians." Everyone should have access 
to essential , medically necessary health care, and this rule excludes some of the people 
most in need in Florida. We are proud to stand alongside the brave plaintiffs we represent 
and our partners in challenging this unlawful policy." said Omar Gonzalez-Pagan, 
Counsel and Health Care Strategist at Lambda Legal. 

"The State of Florida has chosen to ignore the evidence, the science, and the consensus 
of medical professionals in a shameful effort to gain political points," said Simone Chriss, 
Director of the Transgender Rights Initiative at Southern Legal Counsel. "This 
dangerous, scientifically-flawed ban strips medically necessary, life-saving healthcare 
away from the transgender Floridians with the least access to resources. As long as the 
state of Florida continues to attack the basic human and civil rights of its transgender 
community, we will continue holding to the fire the feet of those enacting the discriminatory 
measures." 

:Read. full press-statement . - '- . .~ 
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Here is the florida case. 

Dylan Nicole de Kervor, Esq., MSW (she/her) 
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Email: dylan.dekervor@hhs.gov 
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LGBTQ+ and Health Groups Sue to Block Florida's 
Anti-Transgender Medicaid Health Care Rule 

FLORIDA - Health advocacy and LGBTQ+ groups National Health Law Program , 
Florida Health Justice Project, Lambda Legal, and Southern Legal Counsel, together 
with international law firm Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP, filed a federal lawsuit 
today challenging Florida's anti-transgender health care rule denying coverage for 
transgender Medicaid beneficiaries' medically necessary gender-affirming medical care. 

The lawsuit, Dekker. et al., v. Marstiller. et al., was filed in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Florida against the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration 
(AHCA), on behalf of four plaintiffs: August Dekker (he/him) and Brit Rothstein (he/him), 
as well as two minors identified under pseudonyms, Susan (represented by her parents 
Jane and John Doe) and K.F. (represented by his mother, Jade Ladue). 

"It has been extremely stressful to have to worry about whether I will be able to get the 
medical care that I need and which is recommended by my doctors. This new Medicaid 
rule denies me the ability to access treatment that I cannot otherwise afford. Everyone 
deserves to exist in a way that feels safe, yet this ban will impact so many transgender 
Medicaid beneficiaries like me with very negative effects on our physical and mental 
health and our lives. It's truly awful and unfair to feel like the state is targeting your 
existence," said plaintiff August Dekker, a 28-year-old transgender man from 
Hernando County, Florida. 

The rule adopted by the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), which 
oversees Florida's Medicaid Program, went into effect on August 21 and has left 
thousands of transgender people in Florida without access to critical medical care for the 
treatment of gender dysphoria. AHCA finalized the rule on August 1 after ignoring expert 
testimony and thousands of public comments during the rule-making process earlier this 
summer. 



"We believe providing our daughter with the medical care that she needs and is 
recommended by her doctors for her gender dysphoria is imperative to ensure her health 
and well-being. The state's decision to stop covering medically necessary gender­
affirming medical care through Medicaid is tragic. It is cruel and dehumanizing. It's 
frustrating to know that the same medications and care that are provided to other children 
for different medical reasons, will not be provided to our child. We are concerned about 
the message the State of Florida is sending to young transgender people like our daughter 
by excluding them from the Medicaid coverage to which they otherwise would be entitled 
simply because of who they are." said Jane and John Doe, parents of plaintiff Susan, a 
12-year-old transgender girl, who all are proceeding anonymously. 

QUOTES FROM ORGANIZATIONS: 

"Medicaid is meant to ensure access to necessary health care for people most in need 
and those with the fewest resources. ACHA's decision will take away life-saving care from 
Medicaid beneficiaries only because they are transgender. Without Medicaid coverage, 
our clients will not have access to these important health care services. ACHA's rule is 
callous." said Abbi Coursolle, Senior Attorney at the National Health Law Program. 

"With this indefensible rule, the state is targeting low-income transgender Floridians. The 
rule intends to cut-off access to medically necessary care for the plaintiffs and other 
transgender individuals covered by Medicaid," said Katy DeBriere, Legal Director at 
Florida Health Justice Project. "Not only is this rule illegal, but it would serve to 
perpetuate health inequities by eliminating access to safe, reliable healthcare for some of 
our most marginalized residents. Florida Health Justice Project will not let the state flout its 
obligations under the Medicaid program and the constitution of the United States." 

"The new rule adopted by Florida's Agency for Health Care Administration endangers the 
health, well-being, and very lives of Florida's transgender Medicaid beneficiaries. It 
represents a cruel and deplorable action; one that is motivated by politics and bias rather 
than medicine and science. It also represents the complete abdication of AHCA's own 
mission statement to "Better Health Care for All Floridians." Everyone should have access 
to essential, medically necessary health care, and this rule excludes some of the people 
most in need in Florida. We are proud to stand alongside the brave plaintiffs we represent 
and our partners in challenging this unlawful policy." said Omar Gonzalez-Pagan, 
Counsel and Health Care Strategist at Lambda Legal. 

"The State of Florida has chosen to ignore the evidence, the science, and the consensus 
of medical professionals in a shameful effort to gain political points," said Simone Chriss, 
Director of the Transgender Rights Initiative at Southern Legal Counsel. "This 



- - - - - - -- -

dangerous, scientifically-flawed ban strips medically necessary, life-saving healthcare 
away from the transgender Floridians with the least access to resources. As long as the 
state of Florida continues to attack the basic human and civil rights of its transgender 
community, we will continue holding to the fire the feet of those enacting the discriminatory 
measures." 

-
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Visit www.healthlaw.org to learn more about our work. The National Health Law Program 
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The National Health Law Program protects and 
advances the health rights of /ow-income and 
underserved individuals and families. We 
advocate, educate, and litigate at the federal and 
state levels to advance health and civil rights in X 
the U.S. 

LGBTQ+ and Health Groups Sue to Block Florida's 
Anti-Transgender Medicaid Health Care Rule 

FLORIDA - Health advocacy and LGBTQ+ groups National Health Law Program, 
Florida Health Justice Project, Lambda Legal, and Southern Legal Counsel, together 
with international law firm Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP, filed a federal lawsuit 
today challenging Florida's anti-transgender health care rule denying coverage for 
transgender Medicaid beneficiaries' medically necessary gender-affirming medical care. 

The lawsuit, Dekker, et al., v. Marstiller, et al., was filed in the U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of Florida against the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration 
(AHCA), on behalf of four plaintiffs: August Dekker (he/him) and Brit Rothstein (he/him), 
as well as two minors identified under pseudonyms, Susan (represented by her parents 
Jane and John Doe) and K.F. (represented by his mother, Jade Ladue). 

"It has been extremely stressful to have to worry about whether I will be able to get the 
medical care that I need and which is recommended by my doctors. This new Medicaid 
rule denies me the ability to access treatment that I cannot otherwise afford. Everyone 
deserves to exist in a way that feels safe, yet this ban will impact so many transgender 
Medicaid beneficiaries like me with very negative effects on our physical and mental 
health and our lives. It's truly awful and unfair to feel like the state is targeting your 
existence," said plaintiff August Dekker, a 28-year-old transgender man from 
Hernando County, Florida. 



The rule adopted by the Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA), which 
oversees Florida's Medicaid Program, went into effect on August 21 and has left 
thousands of transgender people in Florida without access to critical medical care for the 
treatment of gender dysphoria. AHCA finalized the rule on August 1 after ignoring expert 
testimony and thousands of public comments during the rule-making process earlier this 
summer. 

"We believe providing our daughter with the medical care that she needs and is 
recommended by her doctors for her gender dysphoria is imperative to ensure her health 
and well-being. The state's decision to stop covering medically necessary gender­
affirming medical care through Medicaid is tragic. It is cruel and dehumanizing. It's 
frustrating to know that the same medications and care that are provided to other children 
for different medical reasons, will not be provided to our child. We are concerned about 
the message the State of Florida is sending to young transgender people like our daughter 
by excluding them from the Medicaid coverage to which they otherwise would be entitled 
simply because of who they are." said Jane and John Doe, parents of plaintiff Susan, a 
12-year-old transgender girl, who all are proceeding anonymously. 

QUOTES FROM ORGANIZATIONS: 

"Medicaid is meant to ensure access to necessary health care for people most in need 
and those with the fewest resources. ACHA's decision will take away life-saving care from 
Medicaid beneficiaries only because they are transgender. Without Medicaid coverage, 
our clients will not have access to these important health care services. ACHA's rule is 
callous .'' said Abbi Coursolle, Senior Attorney at the National Health Law Program. 

"With this indefensible rule, the state is targeting low-income transgender Floridians. The 
rule intends to cut-off access to medically necessary care for the plaintiffs and other 
transgender individuals covered by Medicaid," said Katy DeBriere, Legal Director at 
Florida Health Justice Project. "Not only is this rule illegal, but it would serve to 
perpetuate health inequities by eliminating access to safe, reliable healthcare for some of 
our most marginalized residents. Florida Health Justice Project will not let the state flout its 
obligations under the Medicaid program and the constitution of the United States." 

'The new rule adopted by Florida's Agency for Health Care Administration endangers the 
health, well-being, and very lives of Florida's transgender Medicaid beneficiaries. It 
represents a cruel and deplorable action; one that is motivated by politics and bias rather 
than medicine and science. It also represents the complete abdication of AHCA's own 



mission statement to "Better Health Care for All Floridians." Everyone should have access 
to essential , medically necessary health care, and this rule excludes some of the people 
most in need in Florida. We are proud to stand alongside the brave plaintiffs we represent 
and our partners in challenging this unlawful policy." said Omar Gonzalez-Pagan, 
Counsel and Health Care Strategist at Lambda Legal. 

"The State of Florida has chosen to ignore the evidence, the science, and the consensus 
of medical professionals in a shameful effort to gain political points," said Simone Chriss, 
Director of the Transgender Rights Initiative at Southern Legal Counsel. "This 
dangerous, scientifically-flawed ban strips medically necessary, life-saving healthcare 
away from the transgender Floridians with the least access to resources. As long as the 
state of Florida continues to attack the basic human and civil rights of its transgender 
community, we will continue holding to the fire the feet of those enacting the discriminatory 
measures." 
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awesome 

Dylan Nicole de Kervor, Esq., MSW (she/her) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
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Melanie, 

Thanks for making time to touch base yesterday. 
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(b)(S) 

Let me know if it would be helpful for us to touch base again this afternoon. 

Thanks, 

Kristen 

Kristen Clarke 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
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Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) /o=Exchangel..abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
Recipient: (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn= Recipients/en =9c7242fl 0a494d45bab72c452ecd9f80-Rainer, Mel 

<Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 

Sent Date: 2022/09/23 12:07:36 
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. de Kervor, Dylan (HHS/OCR) </O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
From. (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=OBDEC12AD0974EACABABE032F2B37C91-DEKERVOR, D> 

Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) /o=ExchangeL.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
To: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9c7242f10a494d45bab72c452ecd9f80-Rainer, Mel 

<Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 

Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR) /o= Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
CC: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/cn= Recipients/cn=dc5a273el 6824884903f0d2afc8cb225-Jee, Lauren 

<Lauren.Jee1@hhs.gov> 

Subject: RE: 1:1 Dylan/ Melanie 

Date: 2022/09/07 13:21:00 

Priority: Normal 

Type: Note 

Hi Melanie, 

For our 1:1, I would like to discuss: 

Enforcement: 
• ~(b-)(=5)---------~ 

• b)(5) 

• 

Policy: 
• l(b)(5) 

• Language Access Steering Committee 

I will make sure to get you my agenda items 48 hours in advance going forward. 

Thanks, 
Dylan 

Dylan Nicole de Kervor, Esq., MSW (she/her) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Phone: (202) 699-1884 

Email: dylan.dekervllr@ hhs.gov 

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (05/105) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 12:09 PM 
To: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (05/105); de Kervor, Dylan (HHS/OCR) 
Cc: Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR) 
Subject: 1:1 Dylan/ Melanie 
When: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 1:30 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US &Canada). 
Where: rb)(6) I 
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Moving this meeting up as MFR has a scheduling conflict. 

Melanie Fontes Rainer is inviting you to a scheduled ZoomGov meeting. 

Join ZoomGov Meeting 

Meeting ID: 160 134 3992 
One tap mobile 

Dial by your location 
(b)(6) 

MeetinglD:l(b)(6) I 
Find your local numberJbl(5) I._____________________, 

Join by SIP 

(b)(6) 
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Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) /o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/en=9c7242fl 0a494d4Sbab72c452ecd9f80-Rainer, Mel 

R . . t <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov>; 
ecipien : Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR) /o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 

(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/en =dc5a273e 16824884903f0d2afc8cb225-Jee, Lauren 
<Lauren.Jee1@hhs.gov> 

Sent Date: 2022/09/07 13:21:48 

Delivered Date: 2022/09/07 13:21:00 
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Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
From: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=9C7242F10A494D45BAB72C452ECD9F80-RAINER, MEL 

<Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 

de Kervor, Dylan (HHS/OCR) /o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
To: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/en=Recipients/cn=Obdec12ad0974eacababe032f2b37c91-Dekervor, D 

<Dylan.deKervor@hhs.gov> 

Subject: Fwd: Circling Back 

Date: 2022/09/23 17:47:27 

Priority: Normal 

Type: Note 

Get Outlook for iOS 
From: Clarke, Kristen (CRT) <Kristen.Clarke@usdoj.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2022 5:10:46 PM 
To: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 

Subject: RE: Circling Back 

Many thanks, Melanie, for circling back. Will be sure the team circulates a draft statement of interest. 
(b)(5) 

I hope that you have a good weekend. 

Kristen 

From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2022 5:07 PM 
To: Clarke, Kristen (CRT) <Kristen.Clarke@usdoj.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL) Re: Circling Back 

Thanks Kristen. Appreciate this. 

Happy to chat more and appreciate you reaching out and giving this so much thought. 
Melanie 

Get Outlook for iOS 

From: Clarke, Kristen (CRT) <Kristen.Clarke@usdoj.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 23, 2022 11:42:22 AM 
To: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 
Subject: Circling Back 

Melanie, 
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Thanks for making time to touch base yesterday. 

(b )(5) 

Let me know if it would be helpful for us to touch base again this afternoon. 

Thanks, 

Kristen 

Kristen Clarke 
Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Rights Division 
U.S. Department of Justice 
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Recipient: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/cn= Recipients/cn=Obdec12ad0974eacababe032f2b37c91-Dekervor, D 

<Dylan.deKervor@hhs.gov> 

Sent Date: 2022/09/23 17:47:24 

Delivered Date: 2022/09/23 17:47:27 
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de Kervor, Dylan (HHS/OCR) /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP 
From: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=OBDEC12AD0974EACABABE032F2B37C91-DEKERVOR, D 

<Dylan.deKervor@hhs.gov> 

Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) /o=Exchangel.abs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
To: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=9c7242f10a494d4Sbab72c452ecd9f80-Rainer, Mel 

<Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 

Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR) /o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
CC: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/cn= Recipients/cn=dc5a2 73e16824884903f0d2afc8cb225-Jee, Lauren 

<L..auren.Jee1@hhs.gov> 

Subject: RE: 1:1 Dylan / Melanie 

Date: 2022/09/07 13:22:06 

Priority: Normal 

Type: Note 

Hi Melanie, 

For our 1:1, I would like to discuss: 

Enforcement: ~----------------------------------~ • (b)(5} 

• 
• Earth Justice/Alabama Dept. of Public Health 

Policy: ~~--------~ 
• rb)(5} 

• Language Access Steering Committee 

I will make sure to get you my agenda items 48 hours in advance going forward. 

Thanks, 
Dylan 

Dylan Nicole de Kervor, Esq., MSW (she/her) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Phone: (202) 699-1884 

Email: dylan.deker.·or(i-1 hhs.gov 

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/IOS) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 12:09 PM 
To: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/IOS); de Kervor, Dylan (HHS/OCR) 
Cc: Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR) 
Subject: 1:1 Dylan/ Melanie 
When: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 1:30 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US &Canada). 
Where:l(b)(6} I 
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Moving this meeting up as MFR has a scheduling conflict. 

Melanie Fontes Rainer is inviting you to a scheduled ZoomGov meeting. 

Join ZoomGov Meeting 

(b)(6) 

Dial by your location 
b)(6) 

Meeting ID:jlb)(B) I 
Find your local numberi(b)(6) I 

~-----------------~ 
Join by SIP 

(b)(6) 
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From: Bulletin Intelligence <HHS@bulletinintell igence.com> 

To: <HHS@bulletJnintelligence.com > 

Subject: Morning Headlines, Thursday, September 81 2022 

Date: 2022/09/08 07:59:07 

Priority: Normal 

Type: Note 

Click to access mobile-optimized online version, including download options and an audio 
reader. 

louse, Unveil Official Portraits. 
~ and his wife Michelle returned to the White House on Wednesday for the unveiling of official portraits with a modern vibe: him standing ex 
,al light blue dress. 'Barack and Michelle, welcome home,' President Joe Biden said before he invited the Obamas to the stage to unveil the 

Blow To Biden's Covid And Monkeypox Request. 
J early resistance to attaching billions of dollars for Covid and monkeypox aid in a must-pass government funding bill, a troublesome sign f1 

,ill Could Extend Through Mid-December - Schumer. 
J.S. government operating beyond the current fiscal year that ends on Sept. 30 could extend until mid-December, Senate Majority Leader C 

fill Shift Investment To 'Forgotten' US Cities - Yellen. 
1tly enacted spending plans for green energy, technology and infrastructure will shift investment more broadly across the United States, no 
y." 

Call Inflation Peak As Policy Meeting Looms. 
dnesday said they still aren't convinced the worst of the U.S. inflation scare has passed, in comments that teed up a continuation of the cer 

mailto:HHS@bulletJnintelligence.com
mailto:HHS@bulletinintelligence.com


ndemn Trumpism1 Without Writing Off The GOP. 
1s opened many of his recent speeches with a caveat. Even as he attacks Republicans with gusto - including former President Donald J. Tr 
ting to destroy Social Security, oppose abortion rights and embrace political violence. Just some of them, he says. The president's goal is t1 
ms,' a reference to Mr. Trump's 'Make American Great Again' campaign slogan, and other members of the Republican Party." 

istory. 
een here for about a year and a half. Presidents don't improve their political standing in midterm election years. That is, they didn't until PrE 
rats' renewed optimism about the upcoming elections." 

larriage In Coming Weeks. 
vowed Wednesday that the Senate will vote on legislation to protect same-sex marriage 'in the coming weeks' as a bipartisan group backir 

i As Chances Of A 'Red Wave' Fade. 
nbling to salvage the party's chances at a congressional majority and stave off an embarrassing midterm election performance in a year the 

1itment To America' Plan Of House GOP Priorities In Pittsburgh. 
:Carthy (R-Calif.) will roll out a four-part plan dubbed 'Commitment to America' that outlines priorities for House Republicans at a Pittsburgh 

Battlegrounds Are Looking Strong - But The GOP Is Expanding The Map. 
1is year's races for governor. But some blue-leaning states out West are fast becoming some of the most competitive - and surprising - rac 

; Stacey Abrams Struggles In Georgia Governor's Race. 
, have grown increasingly pessimistic about Stacey Abrams's chances of ousting Gov. Brian Kemp from office, pointing to her struggles to 
rn voters who can decide the state's elections." 

Nill Debate Oz. 
itting to attending one debate with his Republican opponent, Mehmet Oz, in the closely watched battle for the Senate in Pennsylvania, but 

:rats Their Senate Majority. 
-biter in Nevada's Senate race, a true toss-up that could determine whether the party retains the majority in the upper chamber." 

Complicating Primary Result In New Hampshire. 
o next week's GOP Senate primary in New Hampshire, fearing that the leading candidate could jeopardize their chances of unseating first-I 

1rage Rule Breaking At Poll Worker Training Session. 
e primary, Wayne County GOP leaders held a Zoom training session for poll workers and partisan observers - warning them about 'bad stt 
rring cell phones and pens from polling places and vote-counting centers." 



Mandate On New York Public Transit. 
rnsit are no longer required to wear masks in New York, Gov. Kathy Hochul announced Wednesday, bringing the Metropolitan Transportati 
jeral judge in Florida overturned a nationwide mandate." 

Covid Is Virus Lingering In The Body, Scientists Say. 
has more scientists believing that a lingering SARS-CoV-2 spike protein could be the cause of long COVID. The protein was not found in r 

OVID for up to a year after they have been infected. 

rns, Positive Tests After Paxlovid Are Common, Study Says. 
ptoms in patients treated with Pfizer lnc.'s Paxlovid appeared far more common than has been reported, and rebounding patients still riske 

i Evades Protection Of Evusheld's Antibodies, Study Finds. 
y therapy available to protect people with reduced immune function against Covid-19, may lose their punch against the BA.4.6 subvariant. , 

hemselves To Figure Out Long Covid. 
:rs from across the country signed onto a recent Zoom call to talk about pain. Specifically, how much pain their patients with long Covid wer 

rwhere, But Pandemic Not Over. 
cases fell everywhere in the world last week by about 12%, according to the World Health Organization's latest weekly review of the pande 
, infections last week and about 13,700 deaths - a 5% drop." 

lis Push For A Cancer 'Moonshot'. 
'ill highlight his plans for drastically reducing cancer deaths and boosting treatments for the diseasein what he has called 'this generation's 1 



licans Are Abandoning Their ACA Attacks. 
weiled a controversial policy agenda in February, the Republican leader was unrestrained in its ambitions. Scott's far-right fantasy touched 
ion administration. Even Social Security and Medicare would be jeopardized by the senator's plan. But Scott's 31-page document left one c 
Ie Affordable Care Act. About a month later, Sen. Ron Johnson briefly suggested he wanted to put ACA repeal back on the table. The Wisc 

Their Prices, But Consumers Aren't Benefiting Yet. 
Trump-era rule from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services went into effect requiring health insurers to publish what they pay for 
sn for that goal to become reality." 

commend Approval Of Controversial ALS Drug. 
ers to the Food and Drug Administration on Wednesday voted 7 to 2 to recommend approval of an experimental ALS drug with strong sum 
agency within weeks." 

=or Monkeypox Means Balancing US Health Crises. 
king relief from painful lesions should only take opioids when alternatives don't work and after an evaluation for their risk of addiction or mi~ 

1ortion Ban Is Unconstitutional, Judge Rules. 
>ortion with no exceptions for rape or incest violates the state's constitution, a state court judge ruled on Wednesday, barring any prosecute 
s constitution guarantees a right to bodily autonomy including abortion. The ruling is a victory for providers including a Planned Parenthooc 

Offer Preventive Healthcare Program For Seniors. 
JnitedHealth Group ...are planning to team up to provide preventive care for people aged 65 and up, and virtual healthcare services for all a 

Florida Over Medicaid Limit. 
x August Dekker's testosterone treatments which allowed the transgender man from Florida's Gulf Coast to feel like he was living in his ov. 
month started restricting Medicaid insurance coverage for gender affirming care for transgender people. Dekker and three other plaintiffs o 

zes Medicare Telehealth Billing During Pandemic. 
1 should strengthen its oversight and education of Medicare telehealth providers, particularly those suspected of improper or fraudulent billi 

!ypox Cases Surpass 20,000, Most Of Any Country. 
; in the U.S. have surpassed 20,700- the most reported infections of any country. States reporting the highest number of cases include Ca 
ise Control and Prevention." 

~merica's Covid Pandemic Failures. 
,n says mounting evidence suggests the United States did not fare as well during the COVI D-19 pandemic as other comparable nations. G, 
response to the next pandemic is better. 



ling Puts Free Preventive Care In Jeopardy. 
1exas ruled Wednesday that the Affordable Care Act's process for determining what kinds of preventive care must be fully covered by priva 
N . ... A spokeswoman for Xavier Becerra, the health and human services secretary who is named as a defendant in the suit, said the depar 
supplemental briefs proposing remedies and 'outlining the major issues to be decided' on Friday." 

Drug Mandate Violates Religious Freedom. 
y ruled that a provision in the Affordable Care Act that requires businesses to provide health insurance offering HIV-preventative drugs viol, 

tge Says Preventative Medical Care Mandate Violates Employers' Religious Rights. 
1dge in Texas - the same judge who briefly struck down the Affordable Care Act in 2018 - issued a ruling Wednesday that could prohibit th 
for AIDS and other illnesses." 

ules Coverage Of Anti-HIV Medicine Violates Religious Freedom. 
1xas ruled on Wednesday that a mandate requiring most health insurance companies to cover medicine that prevents HIV infection violates 

Secretary Meets With Several Downwinders. 
,r of President Joe Biden's Cabinet met in person with several New Mexico 'downwinders,' saying afterward it was important for the govern 
Albuquerque on Wednesday, where he and U.S. Rep. Teresa Leger Fernandez, D-N.M., held roundtable discussions." 

:irren, Secretary Becerra Celebrate Health Care Wins For Seniors. 
Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives Katherine Clark (MA-5), Senator Elizabeth Warren (D-MA) and U.S. Secretary of Health anc 
a roundtable discussion at the Waltham Senior Center on the Inflation Reduction Act. Their conversation highlighted how this legislation sii 

he Bivalent Booster Campaign Rollout. 
1mpaign for updated Covid-19 boosters is ramping up ahead of the flu season, with pharmacies adding appointments for the newly authoriz 

e Finally Reached Annual Flu Shot Status? Health Officials Are Hopeful. 
irs hitting pharmacy shelves this week, health officials say the country's COVID-19 vaccination campaign has officially entered a new phasi 

:erra Moves To Expand Testing For Monkeypox. 
om companies like Quest Diagnostics can come to the market through an emergency clearance following action Wednesday by HHS Seen 

Je EUAs For Monkeypox Tests, Quest Diagnostics Receives First Authorization. 
j Human Services announced on Wednesday that it has authorized the Food and Drug Administration to issue emergency use authorizatio 

res 564 Declaration To Increase Monkeypox Tests. 
er Becerra signed a declaration under Section 564 of the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to allow FDA to issue emergency use authorizatior 



(Sept. 7) ." 

Slowing As Vaccines Become More Accessible, Health Officials Say. 
slowing as vaccines have become more available and there's broader public awareness about what actions individuals can take to lower th 

edistribution without permission prohibited. Content is drawn from thousands of newspapers, national magazines, national and local television programs, radio broadcasts, social-media 1 
1, GfK MRI, comScore, Nielsen, and lhe Audit Bureau of Circulation. Data from and access to third party social media platforms, including but not limited to Facebook, Twitter, lnstagram 
arms of use. Services including embedded Tweets are also subject to Twitter for Website's information and privacy policies. The HHS 8 AM Secretary's Briefing is published five days av 
,at Bulletinlntelligence.com, or called at (703) 483-6100. 
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de Kervor, Dylan (HHS/OCR) /O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMI NISTRATIVE GROUP 
From: (FYDIB0HF23SPDL T)/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=OBDEC12AD0974EACABABE032F2837C91-DEKERVOR, D 

<Dylan.deKervor@hhs.gov> 

Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/OCR) /o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
To: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/cn= Recipients/en =9c7242f10a494d45bab72c452ecd9f80-Rainer, Mel 

<Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 

Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR) /o=ExchangeLabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group 
CC: (FYDIB0HF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=dcSa273e16824884903fOd2afc8cb225-Jee, Lauren 

<L..auren.Jee1@hhs.gov> 

Subject: RE: 1: 1 Dylan/ Melanie 

Date: 2022/09/07 13:22:06 

Priority: Normal 

Type: Note 

Hi Melanie, 

For our 1:1, I would like to discuss: 

Enforcement: 
• "'b..,..)(=5,....) ------------------------------------, 

• 
• Earth Justice/Alabama Dept . of Public Healt h 

Policy: 
• l(b)(5) 

• Language Access Steering Committee 

I will make sure to get you my agenda items 48 hours in advance going forward. 

Thanks, 
Dylan 

Dylan Nicole de Kervor, Esq., MSW (she/her) 
Senior Advisor to the Director 
Phone: (202) 699-1884 

Email: ctylan.deker.1or(alh.hs.gov 

-----0 riginal Appointment-----
From: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/IOS) <Melanie.Rainer@hhs.gov> 
Sent: Monday, August 29, 2022 12:09 PM 
To: Rainer, Melanie Fontes (OS/IOS); de Kervor, Dylan (HHS/OCR) 
Cc: Jee, Lauren (HHS/OCR) 
Subject: 1:1 Dylan/ Melanie 
When: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 1:30 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US &Canada). 
Where:j(b)(6l I 
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Moving this meeting up as MFR has a scheduling conflict. 

Melanie Fontes Rainer is inviting you to a scheduled ZoomGov meeting. 

Join ZoomGov Meeting 

Meeting ID: ....fb_)<5_>____. 
One tap mobile 

Dial by your location 
b)(6) S(San Jose) 

S (New York) 
s 

.____,......,...._...:....:S'-'(c:..,Sa n Jose) 
Meeting ID: (b)(B)

"---:"--:-----;::::=------------------~ 
Find your local number:~rb_l(_6l_______________~ 

Join by SIP 

Join by H.323 

l
(b)(6) '(US West) 
_ _(US East) 

Meeting 1Df ....b_)(6_)_____. 
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