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What Is the U.S. Health Disadvantage?
The health of Americans is not as good as it could be and is worse than the health of people in other wealthy countries.1
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Compared with people in other wealthy
countries, Americans have lower life
expectancies, on average,2 and have
less access to healthcare.3 Americans
also pay more for healthcare than do
people in any other nation in the world.4
This figure shows expenditures per
capita for member countries of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation
and Development (OECD).5
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The U.S. health disadvantage—poorer
health (i.e., shorter lives and more illness)
and higher costs for and less access to
healthcare—is a burden to U.S. individuals,
families, and businesses and to the
U.S. economy.7

With more Americans in poor health,
fewer Americans working, and the whole
country burdened by high and growing
healthcare costs, the United States is less
able to compete in the global economy
and sustain opportunities for Americans
to achieve their best health, wealth,
and well-being. Quality of life suffers
for all Americans as potential remains
unrealized for too many.
An estimated 62.5% of men and women combined participated in the labor force in 2020. Actual monthly labor force participation
reached a low of 60.2% in April 2020, due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic, before rebounding slightly to 61.5% in June 2020.8
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ABOUT THIS FACT SHEET | The content of this fact sheet is adapted from Community Health and Economic
Prosperity: Engaging Businesses as Stewards and Stakeholders—A Report of the Surgeon General.
The complete Surgeon General’s report describes the U.S. health disadvantage and the importance
of strengthening communities and improving the health of residents. It also offers recommendations
for how businesses can address the U.S. health disadvantage by engaging with and investing in
communities, while creating value, lowering business costs, and improving the health of employees
and other stakeholders.
For more content—including supporting references and additional resources—view the complete
report, business digest, fact sheets, and other supplementary materials at
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/reports-and-publications/
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