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What’s Changed?

Billing instructions for when a patient has a change of status review on their qualifying
inpatient hospital stay (page 2)

Substantive content changes are in dark red.
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Section 1861(e) of the Social Security Act
hospitals (CAHs) to provide swing bed services to use their beds for acute care or post-hospital 
skilled nursing facility (SNF) care. These rural hospitals and CAHs increase Medicare patient access 
to post-acute SNF care.

3-Day Prior Hospitalization Rule

spell of illness as the qualifying hospital stay.

If the 3-day qualifying hospital stay was subject to a change of status review  
additional billing instructions

the patient’s inpatient status for the qualifying hospital stay.
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Swing Bed Designation

A hospital or CAH doesn’t have to keep their swing beds in a special facility section unless the 

Newborns

transfers to an approved swing bed hospital or CAH)

Appropriate progress notes

Rural Hospital Requirements

Census Bureau data (we don’t include an urban cluster area)

Social services
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CAH Requirements

Social services

Nutrition

within these units for swing bed services. 
swing bed services in their required 96-hour annual average length of stay calculation.

Swing Bed Payments

SNF Prospective 
 (PPS). The SNF PPS covers all patient-provided services under a Medicare Part 

Part B services.

We pay CAHs for swing bed services under section 1883(a)(3) of the Social Security Act and 
.

Medical social services

See  and Swing Bed Providers
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Swing Bed Patients and Home Health Care

See MLN Matters® article MM13812

Resources

 for Hospitals

 for CAHs

View the .


