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William J. Streur, Deputy Commissioner 
Department of Health and Social Services 
Medicaid & Health Care Policy 
Post Off~ce Box 240249 
Anchorage. Alaska 99524-0249 

Regional Medicaid Directors Letter No. 08-1 1 

SUBJECT: hledicaid Eligibility - Continuing Medicaid Coverage for Iraqi and Afghan 
S psc ial Immigrants - IMMEDIATE ATTENTION REQUIRED 

Dear Mr. Strzur: 

This letter updates the Medicaid and State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) 
eligibility policy for Iraqi and Afghan Special Immigrants by discussing the continuing 
coverage for Afghan Special Immigrants beyond the end of Federal fiscal year (FFY) 2008 on 
September 30,2008. 

Continuing Refugee-Like Coverage for Afghan Special Immigrants 

For Afghan Special immigrants, Section 525 of Title V of Division G of Public Law 1 10-161, 
"The Consolidated Appropriations Act. 2008." which took effect on Dccsmbsr 26, 2007. 
authorized at most 6 months of refugee-] j ke coverage for the Special Immigrants a t ~ d  their 
families. The result of this legislation was to l i f t  the requirements of the 5-year bar for 
Afghan Special Immigrants and their families. but 0111) during the~r initial 6 tnonths of special 
immigrant status. counted from their date of I! .S. entry as special immigrants o r  the date of 
their conversion to special immigrant status. During this initial period, special immigrants are 
eligible for resettlement assistance, entitlement programs (e.g.. Medicaid), and other public 
benefits (e.g., SCHIP) to the same extent and with the same requirements as refugees. After 
the 6-month period ends, they lose eligibility fbr these public benefits, until they meet ttw 5 -  
year bar or otherwise meet the citizenship or aIien eligibility criteria. 

Authorization of this coverage expired on September 30.2008; however. Congress extended 
the authority. ,4 new law, the "Consolidated Securit!-. Disaster Assistance. and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009," Public Law 11 0-329. at Section 101 of Division A, provides legal 
authority for continuation beyond September 30.2008, of eligibility by Afghan Special 
Immigrants and their eligible family members for refugee-like coverage under Medicaid, 
SCHIP, and other public programs. Therefore, State Medicaid and SCHIP Programs should 
continue to provide Medicaid and SCHIP benefits for this population's initial 6 months of 
special immigrant status, unless changes are made to the law. If the law changes, we will 
notify you as soon as possible. 
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For a full discussion of the laws governing Iraqi and Afghan Special Immigrants, we refer you 
to our May 12,2008, Regional Medicaid Directors Letter No. 08-01 (enclosed). ,4s noted in 
that correspondence, the laws providing refugee-like assistance to Iraqi Special Immigrants 
were contained in authorizing, rather than appropriations, legislation, and therefore continue 
and are not affected by appropriations legistation. 

Contacts for Additional Information 

If you have any questions concerning this Medicaid eligibility policy: please contact Ms. 
Maria Garza, at 206-6 1 5-2542 or Mr. Brett Lacsrton at 206-6 1 5-23 5 8. Thank you for your 
attention to this matter. 

Barbara K. Richards 
Associate Regional Administrator 
Division of Medicaid and Children's Health 

Operations 

Enclosure 
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I'his lettcr cta~i f ics the Medicaid asid Stak {:hildre,i's lli'iil~ll I I ! S U T L I I ~ U ~  I'ritg.~_l;ram rS('IiIIJ 1 
eligibilit> pi t l i q  lor Iriiq~ and .2 I-han Spccial Imr~:igran!<. 1'lt:isc' tor\r;trd t be Ictlc-I 11)  \!ate 
5,Icdicaid and SC'I 111' r c ' p r c ~ c n ~ a ~ i ~  L'S in !our rcgion 

Medicaid and W H I P  C'ovierage of Iraqi and Afghan Sprciul In~migrants 

Xraqi and Al'gfran Special fmrni~~dntc arc a re!at~vel! ~ l t . ~  carego? clt spccirri inlmigr;inb. crci~!c.cl 
bq section 1059 af'thi: Katiitnal X ) C ~ : , . I I ~ ~ .  Authrlrizatit~n ; I L ~  ihr T-i~c;il Year 2Orl6. I'uhlic [ . i l l \  

f 00- 163. E;ich t-edcral 4ihcla% year (1 IF'f); a cclfmin I ~ I I I I : ~ ~  ill' ir8~ji5 31?d -\tgh;lti, ;iri<i ![:<IT 

t'anli1ii.s (hpctusc. arld unmarried chi1dri.n qr,ur.ger rh:m 2 I I .  :i 1111 i\ c ~ e  L ' I I ~ ~ I C I !  rd ti! thc 1 \ .  
milirury traxnslaro!s md mcer cxher rcquirc~nenls. ma) bc grnrad [r i~qi  17r .-\ fg h:in 5pr.c id 
Inlriligrdnl Stiilus under scctiijn j!!iia)i??l i)! :he l ~ ~ ~ n ~ i ~ ! ~ l ~ i , ~ i :  ;i:lL! ~ ; i : i ~ ~ l ~ . t l i t ?  ALL (11 4 1  

.4s 01'their date o t I : .S. entq as special itnmigrants or the r1;lrc !)f thci:. ;(jn\ Lbrhirl:i, ~:.7~;.i.nI 
immigrant statu:; Ic.g., from a status ot'paro1r.c ,)I l i.S. cnrrb 1. Lr;lq! 31iA . \  t'gl~iit~ hp~bc,i:r: 

Immigrants are la~\ : f~ i f  pernxmcnt rcsidsnts (1.PKs) and scl 11re q ~ ~ ; ~ l i t i c ' ~ l  idict~i <::t?ipct 1,: t h ~  5 -  
!car bar tbr receipt o f  Federal mrans-tcued p u h l i ~  bcnctitl;. requircd b! 5c.ct1un 41' ot'tilc 
Personal Kesptrnsibi ti iy and Work Opponunir: and Rcc~m~iliation : j u t  c j t -  I L j t J t ~  r l l K M ' r  )I<.\ 1 .  

'I'l-tis r2~t  requires L.PKs f i t  nail 5 years from ~ 1 1 t  date the! oblained qualitizd alien status hefirt-c 
they ma) be eIigiblc for &It  Mcdicvid or SClllf) coverage and orher pr~blic benctits. Iraqi and 
.4fkhan Special lmrl~igrants art. not refugees. who art. admitted under 5eotion 207 ot'ihc I N r l  and 
arc t ~ o t  S L I ~ ~ C C ~  10 thc 5-!c';ir bar. 

The Iblloti.ing Icgislution xcas recently passed which li As 'thc reqtnircmcnrs of rhc 5 - 9 s  bar I i ~ r  
Iraqi and :\ l>11211 Special Irrimigmxxtii mind ~heHs Families, hut only during their initial 8 months 
{fur Iraqis) ur b mrbnthr (for Afghans) of special irn~nigrant status. counrcd from rhcir darr. ol' 
I .S. cnlp spci~al  immigranrs or the date of rheir cnnvcrsinn te, s p c i a l  immigrant sratui;. 
L)uring thi:, 1 1 i i  tiai pcricld. tttey arc eligible $01- resettiemcr~r as:iisrutlce, enti tlcment prrjgrznas (c .g . .  
\Icdicuitl). untI othcr public bcncfirs (e .g . ,  SCHIP) to the sanzc exrc.n1 and ivith rhr samc 
rec (u i~ ,~~ t~cn t s  as retilgees .4fterfiarils, the! lose eligibility f ir  ~hcsc public brnetirs unriB r i ~ t . ~  
Inccl tiw 3-: c'ir bar r)r orhcrwisc nwcr thk: ci t i~enship orc alien eligibilit: criteria. 

Scct ion 523 of'-1 itlc V (BF I l i v i~ ion ti of' E'ublic I-an I 10-1 61. " Ihc  ( . ' r t r ~ ~ ~ ! i J ; l l < i f  

A p ; ~ r ~ y r . o ~ r i j ~ ~ . .  . k r .  2008.'' u bich took effect an Dccember 26,2007, au~ht j r i jcx an nwsr 
G lxwnrh; of ~,c.fugtbc-likc cotcrage ti)r Iraqi 2nd b\f'ghar~ SpcciaH Intiiligranrs and their 



farnili~s. I.tjr. FI- I' 2i10,Y. ?[,(I slur< arc :ipprrn cd tilr. :hi> ~ ~ a t ~ g o s y .  amr counti tlg ahc ikxnil! 
rnei;~hcl-~ I h ~ s  ,~uthorir: 5unScts at the cnJ ot' IFI .  1' LOOX (Scptcmbcr 30, 20tj8). hut i s  
e x y ~ c ~  tccl I U  bc c.\rcn~jc.d !>iinildr LO thc ctwr iuuiil ~-u~t .~ ls i t \ t l . ;  OF lcgisla~ive auchorii) fc\r 
covcri ng I I-ai~xi!it>tiuI 31 cdicai .\\si-;tanc'~' nnA \hr,ili t) 1119 I i lc~ ix  idualsj. 'X'hc~forc, 
L1cdic;riJ i O \  f l -agr  unjrr l h i s  lau shi7tiId Iltrt tw ~ . r~d -~ t~ i r c J  11: Seprc.mbr.r 3 0 ,  2008. 

Secrio~l I ?441g I of' !hc NnliL\r~a! I)cfcr.;$c .-\uthil~*ir:rticw . \rr f;~: Fisc:d Ycar 2008, Piahtic 
l .an 1 I [ I -  I S 1 ( 1 1 R. 40s 1. I\ hiuh ! + ~ i , k  el'jkct ~ ? n  J i i i ~ l i i i ? . ~  1s. lOi!8, t.xlt.nd5 !he p i . ~ ~ d  r 3 1 '  

rcfugcc-!ihc c.kni.r;ic; I r l  ;II mi5\'1 8 mc!nlh\. but ~ ~ l y  Glt. 1 ~ : i ~ l i  5jxciaI Imtniyrants and 
thoir tirn~l~c..;. nor tbr:\f'$an Special Irllrniyranr.; i'hcrCti~r.c.. cfTccrivcJanuar! 28,2008, 
rhc. i i i~t l ;~l  c l ig ib i l i l?  p c ~  i c d  iL)r public blrrlcii~s 1s C'YILII I~~C~! S I! :~:I~IIS fo r  :)I1 Xriicli 

Spcci;~l I ~ i ~ n i i g r a n ~ s  ;111d ~ 1 1 ~ i r  l';rrniIics. .\Isr). I ~ L *  hill hri\aclc.t!.; t \ !c  Iraqi r not r\lGhail! 

Spcci:tl Immipr;ti~t~; cijIe!<i)q beyi,:lti tr;lns;!;ltor<,. r i j  iniluds !hjwc 1 r ; l q i  n:ttinnals r itnd 
thcit liirnilic..;'~ t r h o  p:t);,ic!cil Si:ir hlill a;l:j taluabl; scr\ ici.5 f i ~ r  ~ 3 : .  !>I: kjasll 'ot'thc I ' .S. 
eovcrritllcrll t i ~ r  l u s s ~  h ? c a r  and ha\  c cr:p~.sicr~cr-ct ur arc :i~eI! 10 L ~ p c r i d n z c  a % C ~ ~ O U S  
w 

thrc,ir ;IS s C I ~ I I X ~ L I L ' I I C ~ :  01  lh;i! cmplrr>merz:. For Fl'Y 2008. 5.i.)!iO s lors  wcrc appru~cel 
for Ir.,:qi Spcciil! I r~~mig~an~ . i ,  me counting thc ftirnil) nlcraaber .;, This au~hctrity diles Izat 
ha \<  II sdaasvr Jafc.. 

3 hcrctor.c, effective xlo or after Dccumber 26, 2007, Iraqi and t"rbhax;! Spcial I i m i g r ; i n l ~  ; ln , l  

tl lrir l i i ~ x t i l i c b  may Erne ile!erillin~d cligihle fbr Medicaid or SCHIfJ benefits during their i11iri;ll 8 ur 
h 1110nths in ihc tJ,S. ill spcciai im~nigrana scatus. wen  i f  they do nor ~ncct the 5-year b:~r 1 0  i? i :k j l~ i  
bcnctirs. I f  ihcy hakc urpuid  medical bills, ihcse individuals ma) be delemined eligible for 
relrc~:ictir:e \,f.leclicaid fijr 3% n~ost 3 n~tltirlzs betore rhn: ~ l ~ r ~ ~ l t h  of applicatiorz. Horvevcr. sl.cci;!l 
irnm igranrs co\.cretf under this pro~ision may ]lor rrct.ir I: coverage prior to Xleecmhcr Ilr. 2Ui17. 
.I ~ l u n l k r  of the special ixmmiyrants :titd their tiimiliss nil1 nor be cojered fix piahlic k l ~ ~ i i t c  lor 
a t i d l  &( or 6 month pcriod (e.g., bzcauhe thcq siltered rhc I:.S. bc f i~~ le  the relcvmr pclbtic ].ti\ trlr'l, 

<tl>ct or f h ~ y  appiicd scvcrnl rno~rths inro thcir 8.6 month period'). 

I ihe with an? other applicmt. Iraqi ancl .'ifghaf~ ';j?ee.iiil Irwarrtig~ri~ss \r i l l  heir J~Icdic-;!itj 
M'I llX3 cligihility deternriraed it1 acci~sci;~rlce with tllc litr;incial and rectlnicsl 4z.g.. rc.>i;lenq . 
l i l  ins  amilipLrncntu. agc. Cfih , i t7 i l i t>  I rc'q~tt:enlc~~ts f i ~  LIIC r110s1 ~p~~rop r i i l t r '  t ' ~ i s t i i ~ g  L'I igihil~p 
gr~* t ip  fan: whiz11 I ~ C :  YII;~?  qi i ; t l  i i'! . IJCCIUST 1 r q i  and .I t'ghan Special Inln~igi+inlrs arc' not 
~ c . ~ ] ; i i ~ ' ~ " ~ f  10 Haavt a spwsor, thcre i s  nc drcmiug r j f '  a sponhor's intonlc Ii)r rl~c imn~igrmt's 
3.icdica1d cligihiliiy. 'Shere ie. I I O  rcquircn~rnr r c l  c*~xdirc. pioccl;.sing of ttz<sc appIjcati~n.. l j '  

rh~..;i. i n d h  idtials arc ncir 3PIcdicuid cfigiblc, tlae.? nlrPly appl! and hc Jc~crnrniracd cligihlc for 
K c ~ t ~ g c . ~ .  Medical ~1ssi~r; tncc ( KJ1.-1 i .  ti kich i s  100 percent Itdcr,?ll> fun3zd by rl~e Otfice ot' 
Rcfi19cc I < ~ s ~ l t l c m ~ n t  (CjRR) O~'I!IC i, ,I*;. I d c p a ~ ~ r ~ ~ c n (  of I Iculrh and l i u~~iw Sr'n i c t s .  

l ray i i i ~ d  . I  t h a r ~ i  Special Imn~igrisrnri artd ihr~lil y m e m k r s  ~v2.lao clairx~ special immigrant slalu> 
m u h ;  iJc \etilic;~ric?n tl~al they have. ~ C H B  i id~~~it ted under xction 1 0 1  (a)i271 ofthc 1Nt"llr 
ct+nwned to {his stanus. l'xnmplcs of acceptable docmenta~ion arc p8-csenrcd in thc Olili 's S I ~ E ~ '  
Lc1rt.r~ HlX- t t4  31 NX LOX-Oh at: http: ' ~wuw.acT.h t~s .gc~vIpr~gra~~~s i t~r r . :~~~ ic! 'st I I1,sOX. h tin . 

.Wcdicaid clipihilit! 1i.r i~ : ic ! i  and \I$han Special lniimigranti ~r!u\l: c r ~ d  h!. a[  rrlr)s[. X +lr o 
months aikr tl~cir. I .C; .  c;l!r! ~ 1 %  special i1n1n1~#1:11it~ 01. ~(111icrsiv11 [(? ipcc ia l  im~n~gra!~?  slatus* 



regardless of' n11t.s that are oahcwise applied fb*css their eiigibility group {e.g.. coverage of- 
pregnant \i 1,mr.n uritil thc end r t f  their ponpafletrn period, nhc continuotis elig:bil il! opli on 
childrcnf. 14csuvvcr, ~ f ' n n  infant is Sorn in the i !.S. lo a mother nho \$as 3,lcdicaid v l ip ib l r  oil 
the tiate of'  t>ifit> i iq an Iraqi 01. ll 'ghan Special I~nmigrant. the iiifi.int is n I.'.S. cirizcn. is JterntJ 
Xlcdiiairl cligibl<. ;lud rx i II r c r ~ l i l i ; ~  ctigiblc as a dt.c~nc.d new htlrr-1 until turnit): age on< .  

Alicr itlc in i t ial  tS ut- G nlonth perioci during ii hich the!- ate treatcd fikr refugees for public 
bcncfirs purposes, Irqi und Af'ghm Special Immigrant> and thcjr families ma) qualify n111) for 
Mcciicaici i.01 crngc 01' cr~it.rgc.rlcq nlcdicaf scrx-iccs. until they nnlcet, rIic 5-year hi\r t i j r  qualiliccl 
aliens o r  I I T ~ L * ~ \ ~  isc nlezl dac citizenship or alien cligibllit? t.~.qaiirotncr~tt; (e.g., kcomc  
n;trurdli~cd a 1 -.S. cili/i;.i~ c ~ t .  c h a ~ ~ g r  their inlmigratiun ,tait~s rt, a tatc'gory t l i l l  subiec~ to thc F- 
ycar bar, such ;is a re$iigcts' ur. :rs!It.cj. 

If I ~ i y  i and A t,lian 5pecial Ilrimigrar-11~ a p p 1 ~  :ul~i arc deternaitled intligible. f i r  Medicaid 
(Medical Xssis~ancc I t.-g., hccausc ti-tcy arc chi Idluss adul t s f ,  the? ma?- appl? for mcdicaQ 
COicragC i~ndcr Kuf~tgcc 3.lc.iliciil hssixtanci r KLI.4). -7 he) may qu;ilif'> I i j x  KJ,f."\ iindior 
Rcfi~g~c.  C'asl~ ;lssisrai~cl: f KC.,\) LO tllc 5;inlc C\ ICII I  2s I . L ' I U ~ C C S .  during ilw ~ I B I I ~ B ~  8 or 6 I W I I I ~  

period after rhrir t :.S. cntr!. K1,f .A and KC'.-4 h e ~ ~ e f i ~ s  arc 100 Ferccnr f;.de.rall! firr~deri by a h t  
ORR undcr ritlc 11,. o t' 11-~c 15.4. I l o {  b~ 111c .Z-1uclic;iid pn,gr;im. 'I'tzi 5 di f'f'crea~ci: irt ct?wrage 
rrutl~ar it!- and funding sourcc is not neccssaril~ apparent lo applicnnrs a11d pro~:iders, a?; 1he.s~ 
i r ~ c i i t  idrial.; appl? in r tte 5;imr' I r  rcatio~~s and tlsi t q  rlae same pmccdllres n i  Medicaid ap~?Iic;~nts. 
I'nwider:; submit claims using the. same prasccdurc>, as for 3Icdicaid TC~' i picnis. 

RCA provides cash cassis~nce co ccnain irnnzigranrs who :ire not ziigibls for -1 etllpornr! 
Assisrar~cc for hccdy Fanailich ( I'AX1:) or Skapplunaelataf Sccurity I ~ C ~ > I I I L '  t SSI I .  Imy i and 
r'itghm Special I~ramigra~ts n l l ( ~  zre chiidless married couples or .; t r ~ ~ l ~ s  arc  not cljgiblc tc)r 
TANF, but array qua%d) h r  Ki' ,A .  Indii ~d~xals granted R('.-I XL* iu~tomaticall> cfjgihle for  K3I:I. 
Indi~idtaais ~Xio arc not cligihlc t iw  !<('!I tar who do nor ripply for cash benefits, may he clipihte 
fisx ralcdical cotcragc talldc~. ICl,f."\ iR\ , l i~  Covcragr: uf mcdical scrviocs i s  ~e-c.yuircci to be at Icnsr 
the same services pr~)vitIcd PO the same csrent as he. Medicaid Sirire plan to\-erage prr>i.idcd in 
tile Starc l%!lcr; tllc indii iJ i~; i l  I i ;  cs. :Idditional n~rdical serr-ices ma! a130 ix coscrc.d by KMA. 
1;mda Siste spec.itic.5 tlac Kk:A :lrltt K l l l h  cligibili~) reyuiremernms 2nd covered sesviccs in its SQrc 
plan l;>r rl'flyce rcsc~ffcrncxlr. ~:t!iicr tirIc I \ '  of'rhr IYA. 



Contact for .+dditional Infurmation 

If yurn ha \  c;u~+liijn:-, u ~ ~ J L I I  \lc.dicai~t ct t i  c~ ;lgc of  Ir2cli ;m,I :\fghar) Spccial Immigninfs. pleas< 
contact \ I > .  aliir! I '+lrdilr;, . u h4) can hc rcac hcd ar r 4 I 0  I 7Hh-hh I X o r  
I I . I ,  or yucs~jr):~:, ~ t x ~ u t  4;( ' I  111' CIIJ tlr;lgcI plcasc corltxace %is. Si tnq  
1,hcldr. I$ I,:O L,.III ~ L * ~ C ? ~ C L I  ;it i 4 I 1) j 7 # t ~ - 7 2  I ( 1 ~  X L ~ I I C >  l j i ~ i ~ ' ~  ~ < C T I I L ~ ~ ~ . ~ O Y .  


