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FACT SHEET

PROVIDER COMPLIANCE TIPS  
FOR ORAL ANTICANCER DRUGS AND ANTIEMETIC 

DRUGS USED IN CONJUNCTION

PRINT-FRIENDLY VERSION

PROVIDER TYPES AFFECTED
Physicians and Non-Physician Practitioners (NPPs)  
who write prescriptions for oral anticancer drugs

BACKGROUND
The Medicare Fee-For-Service improper payment rate 
for oral anticancer drugs for the 2017 reporting period 
was 43.2 percent, representing a projected improper 
payment amount of $66.09 million.

https://www.cms.gov/
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNGenInfo/Index.html
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/Downloads/ProviderComplianceTipsforOralAnticancerDrugsandAntiemeticDrugsUsedinConjunction-ICN909479Print-Friendly.pdf
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REASONS FOR DENIALS
While denial reason data for the 2017 reporting period is not available, 2016 reporting period data 
indicates that insufficient documentation accounted for 74 percent of improper payments for oral anticancer 
drugs. Additional types of errors for oral anticancer drug claims in the 2016 reporting period included no 
documentation errors, accounting for 1.8 percent of improper payments for this service and the error type 
“other” (for example, duplicate payment error, non-covered or unallowable service, or ineligible Medicare 
beneficiary), which accounted for 24.1 percent of improper payments for oral anticancer drug claims.

TO PREVENT DENIALS
The oral anticancer drug must:  

1. Be approved by the FDA
2. Contain the same active ingredients as the non-self-administrable anticancer chemotherapeutic drug
3. Be used for the same anticancer chemotherapeutic indications as the non-self-administrable form of  

the drug
4. Be prescribed by a physician or NPP licensed under state law

Antiemetic Drugs Used with Oral Anticancer Drugs 
A self-administered antiemetic drug billed with HCPCS code J8498 or J8597 is covered if all of the following 
criteria are met.  

1. It is used in conjunction with a covered oral anticancer drug
2. It is likely that administration of the covered oral anticancer drug will induce emesis if the antiemetic drug 

is not administered
3. The antiemetic drug is administered within two hours before the covered oral anticancer drug  

is administered:
A. Antiemetic drugs are covered under the oral anticancer drug benefit for the sole purpose of allowing 

the absorption of the covered oral anticancer drug
B. Coverage is limited to doses of antiemetic drugs, which are administered during the two hours 

before administration of the covered oral anticancer drug
C. Doses of antiemetic drugs administered after the administration of the oral anticancer drug (for 

example, to treat nausea or vomiting which is caused by the oral anticancer drug or other etiology)  
are non-covered

If criteria 1-4 are not met, the drug will be denied as non-covered.

https://www.cms.gov/
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RESOURCES

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT... RESOURCE

The 2017 Medicare Fee-For-Service Supplemental 
Improper Payment Data 

https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Da-
ta-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/Medi-
care-FFS-Compliance-Programs/CERT/CERT-Re-
ports-Items/2017-Medicare-FFS-Payment-Data.
html?DLPage=1&DLEntries=10&DLSort=0&DLSort-
Dir=descending

The Supplementary Appendices for the  
Medicare Fee-For-Service (FFS) 2016 Improper 
Payments Report

https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Da-
ta-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/Medi-
care-FFS-Compliance-Programs/CERT/Downloads/
AppendicesMedicareFee-for-Service2016Improper-
PaymentsReport.pdf

Local Coverage Determination (LCD): Oral Anticancer 
Drugs (L33826)

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-cover-
age-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LC-
DId=33826&ver=11&TAId=95&articleId=50905&-
CoverageSelection=Both&ArticleType=All&Policy-
Type=Final&s=Ohio&KeyWord=drug&KeyWordLook-
Up=Title&KeyWordSearchType=And&bc=gAAAA-
CAAAAAAAA%3d%3d&

Local Coverage Article: Oral Anticancer Drugs - 
Policy Article (A52479)

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/
details/article-details.aspx?articleid=52479

Medicare Learning Network® Product Disclaimer

The Medicare Learning Network®, MLN Connects®, and MLN Matters® are registered trademarks of the U.S. 
Department of Health & Human Services (HHS).

https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNGenInfo/Index.html
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https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/lcd-details.aspx?LCDId=33826&ver=11&TAId=95&articleId=50905&CoverageSelection=Both&ArticleType=All&PolicyType=Final&s=Ohio&KeyWord=drug&KeyWordLookUp=Title&KeyWordSearchType=And&bc=gAAAACAAAAAAAA%3d%3d&
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https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/MLN-Product-Disclaimer.html
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