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      OAH Expectations 

 Review all program materials for use in the project for 
medical accuracy, age appropriateness, and inclusivity of 
LGBTQ youth. 

 Medical Accuracy: 
 Do an initial review of the materials for medical accuracy prior to 

submitting to OAH for final review. 
 Submit all program materials prior to use in the project to OAH for 

a medical accuracy review.  
 Verify that all modifications have been made and accepted by 

OAH.  
 Age Appropriateness and Inclusivity: 
 Inform OAH of their review process, results, and changes made to 

ensure that all materials are age appropriate and inclusive of 
LGBTQ youth.  

 Finalize all intervention materials prior to  
beginning rigorous evaluation.  2 



      OAH Medical Accuracy Review 

 Initial Review for medical accuracy by Grantee 
 Submit list of program materials to OAH PO 
 OAH Reviews materials 
 OAH notifies grantee in writing if they can begin 

implementation 
 If modifications are necessary… 
 Resubmit modifications to OAH for further review 
 OAH notifies grantee in writing they can begin 

implementation 
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Medical Accuracy Resources   

 September 3, 2015: Medical Accuracy Review 
Webinar (http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/resources-and-
publications/webinars.html)  
 Slides 
 Audio 
 Transcript 
 FAQs 
 Resources 
 Review Form 

 Medical Accuracy Review Guidance** - In your 
binder  
 **Coming soon to the OAH website 

http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/resources-and-publications/webinars.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/resources-and-publications/webinars.html
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/snippets/508 documents/mar_slides.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/snippets/508 documents/mar_audio.mp3
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/snippets/508 documents/mar_transcript.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/snippets/508 documents/mar_faqs.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/snippets/508 documents/mar_resources_by_topic.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/ash/oah/snippets/508 documents/mar_review_form.pdf
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Age Appropriate 

 What is age appropriate? 
 OAH defines age appropriate as, “Topics, messages, and 

teaching methods suitable to particular ages or age groups of 
children and adolescents, based on developing cognitive, 
emotional, and behavioral capacity typical for the age or age 
group.” 

  Why is age appropriateness important? 
 Selecting an age-appropriate program ensures that the 

content and teaching methods are a good fit for the youth 
you serve, thereby increasing the chances that the program 
will have a positive impact on sexual health for youth in your 
community.  



Overview of Age Appropriate Review Process 

 Identify a program review coordinator to organize and 
facilitate review process 

 Identify tool (or criteria) for assessing materials for age 
appropriateness 

 Recruit a program review committee to review materials for 
age appropriateness 

 Committee reviews materials for age appropriateness using 
an assessment tool (e.g. HECAT) 

 Committee discusses final assessment of materials and 
decides if potential changes are needed to address any 
concerns identified by committee. 

 TPP Program Director (or review coordinator) reports to OAH 
overview of review process, results of review, and any 
changes made per reporting template. 
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      Age Appropriate Review Resources  

 A Practical Guide 
for Assessing Age 
Appropriateness 
Among Teen 
Pregnancy 
Prevention 
Programs 
 Reporting 

Template 

7 



What is the HECAT? 

 Contains guidance, tools, and 
resources for a school district to 
carry out a clear,   
complete, and consistent  
analysis of health education 
curricula   

 Gives analysis results that a 
school district can use to  
 Improve an existing  

curriculum 
 Select a commercially-  

packaged curriculum 
 Develop or revise a locally- 

developed curriculum 
 8 
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Why the HECAT? 

 CDC spent 5 years developing this tool and recently 
revised it in 2012 

 Reflects current research and up-to-date health 
education professional practice. 

 Guided by advisory panel of experts in: 
 children and adolescent development and learning 
 school health education 
 public and school health education practice 
 health education standards and assessment 
 school curriculum design and classroom instruction 
 health risk behavioral research and practice 
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The HECAT can be used by:  

 State agency staff 
 Curriculum committees or educators at school 

districts, schools or community-based organizations  
 Other curriculum developers 
 Institutions of higher education and other pre-

service teacher training programs 
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Considerations for Age Appropriateness 

Who should be involved? 
Turn to page 3 

 



      Time to process… 

Questions? 
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      LGBTQ Inclusivity 

 What is inclusivity? 
 LGBTQ inclusivity means that programs are sensitive toward, 

responsive to, and do not exclude the diverse experiences and 
needs of LGBTQ youth and families.  

 Why is inclusivity important? 
 LGBTQ youth are at a higher risk for teen pregnancy. 
 Less sexual risk taking among participants who experienced an 

HIV/AIDs curriculum inclusive of LGBTQ youth. 
 Establishing an environment in which LGBTQ youth feel 

comfortable and valued is ultimately beneficial for all youth. 
 Complementary Resources 
 Understanding LGBTQ Youth & Ensuring Inclusivity in Teen 

Pregnancy Prevention Programs (fact sheet) 
 Why LGBTQ Inclusivity Matters for Teen Pregnancy Prevention  & 

How to Get Started  (webinar to be posted on OAH website) 
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      2-tiered Approach to Inclusivity  

 OAH expects grantees to: 
 Implement interventions in environments that are 

positive, safe, supportive, and healthy for all youth and 
their families. This includes, ensuring the TPP program is 
inclusive of all youth, including LGTBQ youth.  
 Ensure TPP program materials, including all materials 

associated with the intervention and control and any 
supplemental materials (i.e. curricula, facilitator and 
participant manuals, videos, podcasts, posters, scripts, 
participant booklets, pamphlets, and handouts) are 
inclusive of LGBTQ youth.  

14 



      LGBTQ Inclusivity Review Resources  

 A Guide for 
Assessing LGBTQ 
Inclusivity of Teen 
Pregnancy 
Prevention 
Programs 
 Reporting 

Template 
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Using the Assessment Tool 

 Identify a program review coordinator to organize and 
facilitate review process 

 Recruit a program review committee to review the overall 
TPP program as well as the program materials for 
inclusivity 

 Committee reviews TPP program to identify 
 Areas where the program is doing well and should continue 
 Areas where improvements are needed to ensure the program is  

inclusive of LGBTQ youth and families 
 Committee identifies improvements to be made to the 

overall TPP program as well as modifications to be made 
to program materials to ensure inclusivity. 
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      Ensuring Your TPP Program is Inclusive 

 OAH expects grantees to 
ensure their TPP Program is 
inclusive of LGBTQ youth. 

 Use assessment tool to  
assess program along 5 of  
the 6 constructs*. 

 Address issues  
identified by the  
review committee  
prior to full  
implementation of the 
program. 
 

17 *Construct focusing on “Content” should be addressed during program materials review. 



Ensuring TPP Program Materials are Inclusive 

 OAH expects grantees to ensure 
their TPP program materials are 
inclusive of LGBTQ youth. 

 Use assessment tool to assess 
materials along the Language 
and Program Content  
constructs. 

 Address issues  
identified by the  
review committee  
prior to full  
implementation  
of the program. 
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      Reporting to OAH 

 Grantees 
required to 
report: 
 Process used for 

reviewing the 
TPP program and 
materials 
 Results of the 

review 
 Changes made 

based on the 
review 
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Time to process… 

Questions? 
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