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About The Office of Adolescent Health and HHS Regional Health Administrators

, The Office of Adolescent Health (OAH)
O ﬁfl ce O] The Office of Adolescent Health (OAH) coordinates adolescent health
A d OI esc ent promotion and disease prevention programs and initiatives across the US
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). OAH was established
through the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2010, within the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH).

OAH collects and disseminates information on adolescent health to the public and to health
professionals. It works in partnership with other HHS agencies to support evidence-based
approaches to improve the health of adolescents, and to monitor trends in adolescent health.

OAH is responsible for implementing and administering a discretionry grant program of $105 million
to support evidence-based teen pregnancy prevention (TPP) approaches. Competitive grants were
made to public and private entities to fund medically accurate and age-appropriate programs that
reduce teen pregnancy. This program addresses rising teen pregnancy rates by supporting both the
replication of evidence-based models, as well as demonstration programs to develop and test
additional models and innovative strategies. Under the Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148),
OAH also administers the Pregnancy Assistance Fund (PAF), a $25 million competitive grant
program. PAF funds states and Tribes to provide pregnant and parenting adolescents and women
with a seamless network of supportive services to help them complete high school or postsecondary
degrees, and also gain access to health care, child care, family housing, and other critical support.
PAF funds are further used to improve services for pregnant women who are victims of domestic
violence, sexual violence, sexual assault and stalking. Awards were made in 2010 to develop and
implement activities to support pregnant and parenting teens and women.
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e HHS Regional Health Administrators

The Assistant Secretary for Health (ASH) of US Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) has ten Regional Health Administrators (RHAs) that perform
essential functions for HHS in the areas of prevention and coordination. These
functions directly and indirectly support the work of HHS and its various operating
divisions:
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Prevention: The RHAs are the regional arm by which ASH promotes HHS’s prevention mission and
various prevention initiatives in the field. Because of their unique position as HHS leaders assigned
long-term to the field, the RHAs are able to serve as effective, high-level departmental liaisons
throughout the country with Federal, State, local and tribal health officials, as well as community-
based organizations and health/medical institutions on matters of public and community health. In
this capacity, RHAs interpret and assure promotion of public health policies and initiatives on behalf
of ASH, the Secretary, and the various HHS operating divisions.

Facilitating agency-wide coordination and collaboration across HHS operating divisions: A key role of
the RHAs is to help HHS coordinate its extensive, disparate field investments — in programs,
personnel, and dollars — in a fashion that maximizes the effectiveness of the agency in its overall
mission, as well as the effectiveness of the various programs of the individual operating divisions.




HHS’s huge array of programs (e.g., maternal and child health, Head Start, research, prevention,
food safety, child abuse prevention, substance abuse treatment, Medicare, health IT, financial
assistance for the poor, services to the elderly, health care for Native Americans, and preparedness)
are separately managed by the various operating divisions. For large divisions, the task of managing
even their own portfolio of programmatic investments is daunting. The RHAs’ mission-critical task in
this regard is to help the operating divisions ensure that efforts to promote health are well-aligned in
the field. RHA's catalyze collaboration where appropriate, minimize redundancy, and provide
feedback to the operating divisions and to the Secretary to maximize programmatic effectiveness
and to ensure a well integrated effort for HHS overall. In each region, the RHA is uniquely situated
to provide support to the initiatives of HHS and its operating divisions, especially those which cross
functional program lines.
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Region IX

Region IX covers four states: Arizona, California, Hawaii, and Nevada. The region also includes six
Pacific Island jurisdictions: American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands,
the Federated States of Micronesia, Guam, the Republic of the Marshall Islands, and the Republic of
Palau.

Region X
Region X encompasses four states: Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington.

The mission of these regions is to mobilize leadership in science and prevention for a
healthier nation. We uphold this mission by focusing on three overall goals:
1. Creating better systems of prevention,
2. Making Healthy People 2020 (our national program that sets health objectives every
decade) come alive for all Americans, and
3. Eliminating health disparities and achieving health equity.




