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Coordinator: Welcome and thank you all for standing by. At this time all participants are in 

a listen-only mode until the question and answer session of today’s call. At 

that time you can press star 1 to ask a question. I would also like to inform all 

parties that this call is being recorded. If you have any objections, please 

disconnect at this time. I would now like to turn today’s call over to Mrs. 

Jacqueline McCain. Thank you. Please begin. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Thanks (Tyler) and hello everyone on the line. Welcome to the Technical 

Assistance Webinar for Providing Capacity Building Assistance to OAH Teen 

Pregnancy Prevention Grantees Funding Announcement. My name is (Jackie 

McCain) and I thank you for your interest in the Office of Adolescent Health 

and the TPP Program. 

 

 The purpose of our call today is to discuss the expectations of this funding 

announcement and give prospective applicants a chance to ask questions about 

the funding announcement. 

 

 You will hear from staff members from the Office of Adolescent Health and 

the Office of Grants Management as we move through today’s agenda before 
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you. We’ll begin with an overview of OAH followed by an overview of 

program expectations, application contents and the application submission 

review process. 

 

 You’ll be able to ask questions during the Q&A period and we will wrap up 

the call with some closing remarks. Before we get started, there are a few 

important logistics about this call we’d like to cover. All participants should 

be able to hear the audio and view the slide. If you are unable to log into the 

net conference to view the slide, please be assured that the slides and 

recording of the webinar will be available on the OAH website within a few 

days. 

 

 All participants are in a listen-only mode. You can print today’s slides by 

clicking on the printer icon at the bottom right of your screen. A recording, a 

transcript and slides from today’s call will again be posted on the website and 

we’ll be taking questions at the end of the presentation but you can also use 

the Q&A function that you see at the top of the screen. You can type in your 

questions at any time during the presentation and we’ll try to answer towards 

the end but if we run out of time and are unable to answer all the questions 

during today’s call, we’ll post the answers to the questions on the OAH 

website. 

 

 Okay, let’s quickly review the important highlights of this funding 

announcement. OAH has available $2.9 million to fund five new cooperative 

agreements for capacity building assistance for OAH’s TPP grantees. Awards 

will range between 450,000 to 600,000 however it should be noted that there 

is an additional allowance of up to $75,000 annually available to applicants 

funded under the program implementation priority area but more on that in a 

few minutes. 
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 The grant performance period will not exceed five years of OAH funding and 

OAH anticipates that the new awards will begin on July 1st 2016. Funding 

will be in the form of a cooperative agreement as opposed to the grant award - 

the difference being a cooperative agreement allows for a substantial 

programmatic involvement by the funder in cooperation with the funded 

agency. 

 

 The funding announcement provides specific details on what to expect in 

addition to normal interactions around monitoring and technical assistance 

provided. 

 

 Okay, I’ll now bring on Mrs. Amy Margolis, the region director overseeing 

OAH’s Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program. Amy will provide an overview 

of the OAH TPP program. Amy. 

 

Amy Margolis: Thanks (Jackie) and hello everyone. Thank you again for your interest in the 

SOA that we’re presenting on today. We appreciate you all being on the call. 

 

 The Teen Pregnancy Prevention Program as you may know was initiated in 

fiscal year 2010 as one of six major evidence based policy initiatives across 

the federal government. Through the OAH Teen Pregnancy Prevention 

Program we support two types of grants. The first are projects that replicate 

evidence-based program models that have been proven effective through 

rigorous evaluation and we refer to that as tier one and the second type of 

grants are research and demonstration projects to develop and test additional 

models and innovative strategies to prevent teen pregnancy and we refer to 

that as tier two. 

 

 Just a little on OAH - our vision is to advance best practices to improve the 

health and wellbeing of American adolescents. We are responsible for 
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coordinating adolescent health initiatives across the Department of Health and 

Human Services. 

 

We’re also the convener of the adolescent health think, act, grow which is our national partner 

engagement strategy focused on adolescent health and in addition we 

administer and support several grant programs including the teen pregnancy 

prevention program which is the focus of the call today as well as the 

pregnancy assistance fund which provides support for expectant and parenting 

teens through states and tribes. 

 

 We also support the National Resource Center for HIV Prevention among 

Adolescents and are leading several national teen pregnancy prevention 

evaluation projects. 

 

 So a little background on the current teen pregnancy prevention grantees 

funded through the office. Beginning in July of 2015 we announced a new 

cohort teen pregnancy prevention grantees. The grantees are funded for five 

years beginning July 2015 and we have five different funding announcements 

that those grantees are funded through. So four of them that are managed by 

our office are listed on the slide. 

 

 Our tier one funding which again is the replication of evidence based program 

funding is divided into two different funding announcements. Eight grantees 

are funded to provide capacity building assistance to organizations to replicate 

evidence based programs and 50 organizations are funded to replicate 

evidence based programs to scale in communities with the greatest need. 

 

 In tier two we manage directly out of the Office of Adolescent Health two 

different funding announcements. One is to provide support for early 

innovation to advance adolescent health and prevent teen pregnancy and two 



NWX-OS-OGC-RKVL 

Moderator: Amy Margolis 

01-28-16/1:00 pm CT 

Confirmation # 6586403 

Page 5 

organizations are funded through that announcement and 21 organizations are 

funded to do rigorous evaluation of new or innovative approaches to prevent 

teen pregnancy. 

 

 There’s also a fifth funding announcement with the TPP program that’s a 

partnership between our office and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. It’s very similar to our two (unintelligible) projects that’s listed on 

the slide but it’s focused specifically on developing and evaluating projects 

for young males to prevent teen pregnancy. 

 

 And the reason we mention this - next slide please - is because the grantees 

that are - that were funded beginning July 1st - the 84 teen pregnancy 

prevention grantees that we just talked about in the last slide are the grantees 

that the national CBA provider has funded under this announcement will 

provide capacity building assistance to. 

 

 So we wanted to very clearly point out that there are five different funding 

announcements across tier one and tier two - 84 total grantees that will be the 

recipients of the CBA provided through these grants that are the focus of 

today’s call and today’s funding announcement and that each of the different 

funding announcements has its own unique expectations and requirements for 

the grantees and we do expect that the national CBA provided that’s funded 

through this funding announcement would be familiar with those different 

expectations and requirements for each of the different FOA’s. So with that I 

will turn it back over to (Jackie) (unintelligible). 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Alright, thanks Amy. Alright so we’re going to get into the nitty gritty of the 

funding announcement. Next slide, please. But before you do anything else, 

please, please - I can’t stress this enough - please read the funding 
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announcement in its entirety. The FOA will provide you with specific 

guidance to formulate and submit your application to this funding opportunity. 

 

 Take the time to carefully read the funding announcement and refer to the 

frequently asked questions provided on the OAH site in a few days. Many 

times your answers to your questions will be found within the funding 

announcement or in the FAQ. Today’s webinar is designed to provide you 

with basic information and highlights of the funding announcement 

requirements. 

 

 Okay so this slide essentially outlines entities that are eligible to apply for this 

funding opportunity and again this list is also included in the funding 

announcement. Next slide. 

 

 Let’s focus on the expectations that OAH has for the national CBA providers 

but what do we mean by CBA? OAH defines capacity building assistance or 

CBA as the transmission of knowledge and building of skills to enhance the 

ability of granting organizations to implement, evaluate and sustain teen 

pregnancy prevention programs. 

 

 CBA can encompass diverse strategies and approaches including but not 

limited to training and follow-up support, technical assistance, coaching, 

mentoring, peer to peer support, synthesis of available research and best 

practices, development of resources and tools and virtual learning. 

 

 So with that in mind we can focus on the purpose of this funding opportunity 

which is to provide capacity building assistance to the 84 OAH newly funded 

TPP grants in five different priority categories. 
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 As you see on the slide, number one priority category is proven 

implementations. This includes but is not limited to program planning, using 

an implementation science framework, maintaining fidelity when 

implementing an evidence-based or evidence-informed program, adapting 

evidence-based TPP programs, recruitment and retention of youth and ask 

families to participate in TPP programs, insuring quality implementation, 

strategies for effectively engaging youth and families, reaching vulnerable 

populations and using data to make decisions. 

 

 Category two is community mobilization and sustainability which includes 

but is not limited to mobilizing the community to support the TPP program, 

effectively engaging a community advisory group and youth leadership 

council, developing and implementing a plan for sustainability. 

 

 Prior to area number three is implementing programs in a safe and supportive 

environment. This includes but is not limited to creating safe spaces for 

program implementation, insuring programs are culturally and linguistically 

appropriate, insuring programs are inclusive and affirming of lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and questioning youth, using a trauma informed 

approach in TPP programs and applying positive youth development practices 

when interacting with youth. 

 

 Priority area number four is establishing and maintaining linkages and referral 

to youth friendly services which includes but is not limited to identifying and 

recruiting organizations who provide youth friendly healthcare services, 

assessing organizations to insure services are youth friendly and accessible, 

developing protocols and procedures for making referrals, developing and 

disseminating a referral guide, training program staff to make referrals and 

assessing the outcomes of the referrals and linkages made. 
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 And the last category is communication and dissemination which includes but 

is not limited to developing strategic dissemination and communications plan, 

identifying key stakeholder audiences, assessing community preferences of 

program stakeholders, developing key messages, developing communication 

strategies and products to match stakeholder needs and preferences, sharing 

success stories, packaging programs to be implementation ready, publishing 

and presenting program results and lessons learned and effectively managing 

controversy. 

 

 Please note each application should address only one priority area in which to 

provide CBA. Further applications should clearly specify which one of the 

five priority areas the application is focused on in the abstract and we’ll talk a 

little bit more about that in a moment. 

 

 Now that we’ve quickly reviewed the key priority areas, we’ll take a quick 

look at who the national CBA providers we’ll be working with. Again on July 

1st OAH announced the funding for 84 new teen pregnancy grants. Under the 

announcement that we’re reviewing today five national CBA providers will 

work with these 84 new grantees. The current TPP grants are broken down in 

two categories that Amy spoke about - tier one and tier two - and again please 

refer to the funding announcement for more details on how these two major 

categories are broken down with details. In the funding announcement you 

can find this information on pages 8 through 12. 

 

 The CBA activities should be consistent with the TPP granting requirements 

outlined in the funding announcements that were published back in 2015 

therefore OAH expects that the national CBA providers will be familiar with 

the grant requirements of these 84 TPP grantees as well as the suite of 

resource materials and tools that are listed in appendix C of this funding 

announcement. 
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 We’d like to stress that the national CBA providers can and should build upon 

these existing tools but not reinvent or duplicate materials that are already in 

existence. Next slide. 

 

 As discussed, OAH will fund a total of five cooperative agreements under this 

announcement, each of which will focus solely on one of the five priority 

areas of program implementation, community mobilization and sustainability, 

implementing programs for youth in safe and supportive environments, 

establishing linkages and referrals and communication and dissemination. 

 

 Over the five year period the national CBA providers will be expected to 

collaborate to assess the CBA needs of all 84 TPP grantees, develop an annual 

coordinated CBA plan, provide CBA to the TPP grantees using diverse 

approaches that are designed to best meet the needs of the grantees, evaluate 

the CBA provided and make continuous quality improvements and 

disseminate the CBA product lessons learned, etcetera. 

 

 While the priorities, content and approach for CBA may differ across TPP 

grants, all TPP grantees are expected to receive some level of CBA from each 

of the national CBA providers each year but the types of CBA and level of 

intensity is expected to vary depending on the needs of the individual 

grantees. 

 

 So thinking of level of intensity, OAH expects that each national CBA 

provider will provide three levels of CBA to the TPP grantees - the first being 

low intensity in which CBA should be designed to meet the needs of all or 

most of the TPP grantees likely to be delivered over a short period of time or 

in a format that is designed for immediate use. 
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 Medium intensity CBA will be more targeted and more focused CBA that is 

designed to address a specific need or is tailored for a smaller group of TPP 

grantees. And then high intensity CBA will be individualized CBA that is 

design and tailored to address a specific grantee need likely to occur through 

multiple interactions and over a longer period of time for an individual grantee 

or for a small number of grants. 

 

 A six month planning and readiness period should be established and voted to 

collaborating with the other national CBA providers to assess granting needs, 

develop a CBA plan and otherwise insure readiness. As for medical accuracy 

the national CBA providers will be required to submit all CBA materials prior 

to use in the project to OAH for medical accuracy review. In addition the 

national CBA providers should do an initial review of the materials for 

medical accuracy prior to submitting to OAH for a final review. 

 

 National CBA providers will not be able to begin implementation of materials 

until after the OAH medical accuracy review is complete and any required 

modifications have been made. 

 

 National CBA providers should be prepared to review all program materials 

for use in the projects for age appropriateness, cultural and linguistic 

appropriateness, inclusivity of the LGBTQ youth prior to use in the grant 

using guidance and templates provided by OAH. The national CBA providers 

are expected to inform OAH of their review process results and changes made 

- and changes made. 

 

 The national CBA providers should develop a strategic dissemination and 

communications plan to outline strategies for disseminating CBA products, 

lessons learned, etcetera, etcetera. The strategic dissemination and 

communications plan should include identification of strategies and diverse 
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approaches for disseminating and communicating information that bio project 

activities, lessons learned, successes and evaluation results. 

 

 The CBA providers are expected to collect and report performance measures 

to OAH on a semiannual basis to demonstrate that their cooperative 

agreement is making sufficient progress towards the stated goals and 

objectives. 

 

 The broad categories of the OAH performance measures include reach, 

sustainability, partnerships, training and dissemination. Additional grantee 

level performance measures may also be developed in consultation with OAH 

and used for continued quality improvement and data driven decision making. 

 

 National CBA providers are expected to propose a plan for evaluating the 

implementation and success of the CBA provided to the TPP grantees. 

Evaluations should include but is not limited to an assessment of the process 

for developing and providing CBA to the TPP grantees and in evaluation of 

the extent to which the CBA provided met the grantee needs and was found to 

be beneficial. 

 

 Some more expectations. The national CBA providers will be expected to 

actively participate in activities, trainings and presentations specific to the 

national CBA providers as well as for the TPP grantees. In terms of meeting 

participation we have a year - a first year orientation meeting for the new 

providers. We have the annual national CBA provider planning meetings and 

we will have the biannual HHS TPP grantee conference which happens in this 

year 2016 and 2018 and in 2020. 
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 In addition national CBA providers will be expected to participate and provide 

CBA during the annual TPP project director’s meeting to annual regional 

trainings and other OAH sponsored TPP grantee activities as appropriate. 

 

 So please note that the national CBA providers are not only expected to attend 

the annual project director’s meeting and regional training but to present and 

lead training opportunities at these events as part of the CBA provided to the 

TPP grantee. 

 

 It should also be noted that the applicant awarded funding under the program 

implementation priority area - that’s the very first priority area - will be 

designated as the lead over all the national CBA providers funded under this 

announcement. 

 

 Please understand that the lead agency will have the extra responsibility of 

insuring the coordination and collaboration of activities across all five national 

CBA providers therefore applicants applying under the program 

implementation priority area may request an additional $75,000 over the 

maximum funding level in order to operationalize the lead provider 

expectations. 

 

 Alright, in the following sections my colleague (Cassandra Chess) will go 

over some very important requirements of all grant applications, the 

responsiveness and screening criteria and then application content. 

(Cassandra). 

 

(Cassandra Chess): Thank you (Jackie). Good afternoon, everyone. In regards to the application 

responsiveness criteria all applications must meet this criteria to be reviewed 

for consideration. The applicant must demonstrate that it plans to provide 

capacity building assistance in one and only one of the five key priority areas 
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through descriptions and the project approach and design section of the 

project narrative. 

 

 Each application will be assessed upon receipt to determine whether it meets 

the responsiveness criteria. Applications that do not meet this requirement will 

be eliminated from the competition and not be reviewed. Please note that 

while each application should address only one of the five priority areas, 

applicants may submit more than one application. 

 

 OAH strongly encourages the applicants to assess their capacity for 

implementing more than one grant before submitting more than one 

application. 

 

 Please be aware that OAH will fund one application for each of the five 

priority areas. More information on this screening criteria in addition to the 

responsiveness criteria - applications will also be screened to insure a level 

playing field for all applicants. 

 

 Applications that fail to meet the following screening criteria will not be 

reviewed and will receive no further consideration. Applications should be 

submitted electronically via the grants.gov website by April 8th at 5:00 PM 

Eastern Time. The project narrative section of the application must be double 

spaced on 8 1/2 by 11 inch paper with one inch margins on all sides and font 

size not less than 12 points. 

 

 The project narrative must not exceed 50 pages. Total application including 

the appendices must not exceed 100 pages. Note that budget narratives, 

project abstract summary and the required application forms do not count 

towards the page limit. Proposed budget does not exceed maximum indicated 
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in range of awards and the application responsiveness criteria discussed in the 

previous slide. Now onto application content. 

 

 We will now briefly move through guidance on putting together an 

application for this funding announcement. Please be sure to carefully review 

the SOA for complete instructions. 

 

 An overview of the application content. This slide shows the individual 

components of your grant application for this funding announcement so let’s 

look closer at each piece. 

 

 In regards to the application page limit, this slide points out the specifics with 

the number of pages allowed in each complete grant application. The 

complete application should not be more than 100 pages long, front to back 

and is comprised of the project narrative plus the appendices. The project 

narrative may have not - may not have more than 50 pages and the total 

application including the project narrative and appendices may have no more 

than 100 pages. The complete application page count does not include the 

project abstract summary, the budget pages or the required grants 

management forms. 

 

 And for formatting the applicant should use an easily readable type face such 

as Times New Roman or Ariel 12 point font. Tables may be single spaced and 

alternate fonts used but must be easily read. All pages, charts, figures and 

tables whether in the narrative or appendices should be numbered. Please note 

applications that exceed the specified page limit were printed on 8 1/2 by 11 

paper by ODM will not be considered. We recommend applicants print out 

their applications before submitting electronically to insure that they are 

within the page limit and are easily read. 
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 For the project abstract applicants must complete the project abstract summary 

form provided in the application package. The abstract will be used to provide 

reviewers with an overview of the application and will form the basis for the 

application summary and grants management and program summary 

documents. Abstracts may be published by HHS and should not include 

sensitive or proprietary information. 

 

 Please note that the project abstract must include the six items noted on the 

slide. New abstracts should also include the goals and objectives of the 

project, a description of the overall approach to providing a capacity building 

assistance and a brief description of plan evaluation and communication 

activity. 

 

 For the project narrative this is the most important part of the application since 

it will be used as the primary basis to determine whether an actual project 

meets the minimum requirements for a grant under this announcement. The 

project narrative should provide a clear and concise description of your 

project. We recommend that your project narrative includes the following 

components in the following order - expertise in priority selected for capacity 

building, experience providing capacity building, project approach and design, 

capacity of the applicant organization, project management and staffing, 

collaboration and partnerships and conflict of interest. 

 

 Please refer to the funding announcement pages 25 through 32 for complete 

details to each of the components just mentioned. 

 

 Next talk about conflict of interest. For the purposes of this funding 

opportunity a conflict of interest exists where the applicant agency receives 

funding through the OAH TPP program either directly as a grantee or as a 

sub-recipient or contractor of an OAH funded TPP project. 
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 If your agency is receiving OAH funding, you are required to describe how 

you will eliminate the conflict between being a grantee and being a national 

capacity building provider if funded. Also if your agency does not receive 

OAH funding, your narrative should provide assurances that there is no 

conflict between your agency and any current OAH grantee either directly or 

as a partner agency. 

 

 The next few items will account for the total page limit of your grant 

applications. Again be sure to carefully read the funding announcement for 

complete details. The project work plans should reflect and be consistent with 

the narrative and budget and should cover use of the proposed project. Please 

be aware that the first six months of the project year may be used as a 

planning and readiness period. 

 

 The funding announcement includes a sample work plan template located in 

appendix D. Each application should include a logic model which illustrates 

the entire project including inputs and activities an intended outputs and 

outcomes. A sample logic model is also included in the FOA in appendix E. 

 

 Each application should include a one to two page executive summary of 

relevant capacity building assistance provided by the applicant agency in the 

last five years. Resumes or CV’s should also be included for proposed staff 

members as well as job descriptions for positions to be hired and lastly an 

organizational chart should be provided clearly outlining the lines of 

leadership within the applicant organization. 

 

 Now the next section of this presentation will focus on important information 

from the Office of Grants Management. The Office of Grants Management or 

OGM as we commonly refer to them is the official signatory for obligating 
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federal grant funds and the official signatory for all grant business within 

OAH. 

 

 OGM monitors all businesses and financial transactions on grant for 

compliance with federal regulations. Now I’d like to introduce Mr. (Roscoe 

Bronson) for this next part of the presentation. 

 

(Roscoe Bronson): Thank you (Cassandra) and good afternoon, everyone. Applicants are 

required to submit a combined multi-year budget narrative as well as a 

detailed budget narrative for each year of the potential grant. Applicants 

should develop multiyear budgets based on level funding for each budget 

period in which the funding amount is the same as in the initial year of 

funding. 

 

 The applicant’s detail budget narrative should clearly show how the total 

amount requested for all categories - personnel, fringe, travel, contractual, 

etcetera were determined. The budget narrative should be detailed, reasonable, 

adequate, cost efficient and align with the proposed work plan. Sufficient 

details should be provided so that the reviewer is able to determine the 

adequacy and appropriateness of budget items related to the proposed 

activities. 

 

 From the detail budget narrative the reviewer should be able to assess how the 

budget director relates to the goals and objectives in the proposed work plan. 

Please remember the budget narrative does not count toward your total 

application page limit. 

 

 Please note there are some meeting requirements that are attached to this 

funding announcement. You can see them on the slide here. New grantees will 

be encouraged to attend a number of meetings and technical assistance 
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training shown on this slide and should therefore include funds in the budget. 

The location for the meeting has not been determined however grantees can 

budget for the meeting to occur in Washington, DC. The location for the 

listing meetings has not been determined at this time. Again applicants should 

budget for meetings to occur in Washington, DC. Next slide. 

 

 Cost, sharing and matching - cost, sharing and matching funds are not 

required for this program although no statutory matching requirement for this 

funding opportunity announcement exists, leveraging all resources and related 

ongoing efforts to promote sustainability is strongly encouraged. Applicants 

should describe any cost sharing funds available and show how they will be 

used to support the program. 

 

 There are four required forms that must be included with the application 

submission - the application for federal assistance, the SF424A, budget 

information for non-constructive programs SF424A, the assurance for non-

constructive programs - the SF424B - disclosure of lobbying activities 

SFLLL. Those four forms should be included in your application submission. 

 

 Let’s review some general application submission instructions. You may 

access the applications through the grants.gov website and search by using the 

search function. You may search here using the FOA number as shown on the 

slide - the CFDA number 93.297 or the FOA title. 

 

 To complete your application, use the apply for grants function. It is important 

to review and follow the funding opportunity announcement carefully because 

it contains information needed to complete the application. Information in 

announcements has priority over any conflicting information that may be 

found in other grant related documents. If you have problems accepting the 
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application, contact grants.gov at the phone number and email address that’s 

shown on this slide. 

 

 We request that you submit a nonbinding letter of intent by February 1st 2016 

and email to Jacqueline. The email address is shown on the slide here. You 

must submit your application via grants.gov by 5:00 PM Eastern Time on 

April 8, 2016 unless a waiver has been granted. 

 

 You must obtain written exception from the director of the HHS OAH Office 

of Grants Management two business days in advance of the deadline to submit 

applications outside of grants.gov. Request for exception must be submitted 

four days in advance and must be submitted by email to the Office of Grants 

Management and provide detail as to why you’re technologically unable to 

submit user information as specified in the funding opportunity 

announcement. 

 

 When submitting an application be complete. Do not leave blanks on the form 

unless the information is truly not applicable. Be sure that the person who 

submits the application is legally authorized to do so. Application not 

submitted by an authorized official will be rejected. Electronic submission via 

grants.gov is a two-step process - submission and validation. Upon completion 

of a successful electronic application submission via the grants.gov - via 

gants.gov - the application will provide it with a confirmation page from 

grants.gov indicating the date and time eastern time of the application 

submission as well as the grants.gov receipt number. 

 

 It is critical that the applicant print and retain this confirmation for their 

records as well as a copy of the entire application page. Now I’ll turn it back 

over to Jacqueline. 
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Jacqueline McCain: Okay, thanks (Roscoe). In this next section of our presentation we’re going 

to focus on OAH’s review and selection criteria set forth in the funding 

announcement. OAH will be responsible for facilitating the process of 

evaluating applications, setting funding levels according to the criteria set 

forth in the funding announcement and an independent review panel will 

evaluate applications that pass the screening and meet the responsiveness 

criteria if applicable. 

 

 These reviewers are experts in their fields and are drawn from academic 

institutions, nonprofit organizations, state and local government as well as 

federal government agencies. 

 

 So as far as the application review criteria is concerned, the slide shows the 

scoring along with point values for each criterion. Based on the application 

review criteria outlined in the funding announcement on pages 41 through 47 

the reviewers will comment on and score the applications, focusing their 

comments and scoring decisions on the identified criteria. 

 

 In addition to the independent review panel, federal staff will review each 

application for programmatic, budgetary and grants management compliance. 

Final award decisions will be made by the director of the HHS Office of 

Adolescent Health. The criteria that the director uses is a little different than 

the criteria that the grant reviewers and federal staff reviewers adhere to. 

 

 In making final decisions, the following additional criteria will be taken into 

consideration by the director - representation of grantees serving defined 

service areas, representation of service areas of varying sizes, inclusion of a 

range of populations affected by teen pregnancy. 
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 For - next slide, please. Funding notifications - the official document notifying 

an applicant that a project application has been approved for funding is the 

notice of award approved by a grants management officer of the HHS OAH 

Office of Grants Management. Successful applicants will receive this 

document via system notification from our grants management system known 

as grant solutions and/or by email. 

 

 The document notifies the successful recipient of the amount of money 

awarded, the purposes of the grant, the anticipated length of the project 

period, terms and conditions of the award and the amount of funding to be 

contributed by the grantee to project cost if applicable. 

 

 Grantees should pay specific attention to the terms and conditions of the 

award as indicated on the NOA as some may require a time limited response. 

The notice of award will also identify the grants management specialist and 

program project officer assigned to the grant. Again we anticipate the start 

date of July 1st 2016 for the new cooperative agreements to begin. 

 

 So application tips - let’s take a little time to give you some helpful ideas for 

your consideration. Read the entire funding announcement and application 

instructions before you begin writing. The FOA is the primary guide for 

programmatic expectations. We suggest that you write your abstract after your 

entire narrative has been written. Read the review scoring criteria. Do not 

exceed the page limit and submit the application again on time if not early. 

We suggest that you begin the electronic application process a few days 

ahead. Do not wait until the last minute to upload your application. 

 

 Okay, at this time we’re going to open up the call for questions. In a moment 

(Tyler) our operator will come on and ask for questions in an orderly process. 

You may also ask questions using the Q&A function at the top of your screen. 
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You can type in your questions at any time again. If we run out of time or 

we’re unable to answer all of the questions during today’s call, we will be sure 

to post the answers and questions on the OAH website within a few days of 

the call. (Tyler) are you there? 

 

Coordinator: Yes Jacqueline I’m here. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay. 

 

Coordinator: If you would like to ask a question, please unmute your phone first, press star 

1 and record your name. I do require a name to introduce your question. If you 

would like to withdraw your question, you can press star two but again to ask 

a question, please unmute your phone first, press star one and record your 

name. It does take a few moments for questions to come through however so 

please stand by. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay, cool. Thanks (Tyler). While we’re waiting for calls to come through, I 

think we have a couple of questions that have been typed in that Amy’s going 

to answer for us. 

 

Amy Margolis: So I can read them. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Yes, please (unintelligible). 

 

Amy Margolis: So there is one question that is you’re asking for level - a level funded budget 

for each budget period but it’s likely that the budget (unintelligible) beginning 

month will be significantly different from the budget for a year of full CBA 

implementation. So is it okay to submit a budget that has a different amount 

for year one because it includes a planning period? 
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 So we recognize that this is challenging but unfortunately the answer is no, it 

is not okay to submit a different budget for year one than what you would 

submit for year two through five. The way the federal funding comes in, we 

will only be able to guarantee level funding for the five years. So whatever 

you request in year one is all that we can give you in years two through five so 

you will need to sort of budget accordingly. 

 

We understand the planning year may not, you know, require as much but we encourage you to 

really think about what else would you need to do during a planning year that 

you then wouldn't have to do other years and make sure that the budget that 

you request in year one is the budget that you would also need years two 

through five. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay, thanks Amy. Okay, we’re going to take another written question. 

Okay so the next question that we have in queue is does OAH currently have 

an assessment tool for CBA grantees to initially use to assess TPP grantee 

needs? 

 

Amy Margolis: We do not have a set assessment tool that you would need to use. We do have 

assessment tools we’ve used in the past that we could share as part of the 

orientation meeting but we would be open to sort of whatever other 

assessment tools would be proposed. 

 

 The biggest thing with the assessment is that we do want the assessment to be 

coordinated across the five national CBA partners. We do not want each CBA 

partner to individually be going to the grantees and assessing them so the 

grantee’s contacted by five different people with five different assessments. 

We want that assessment coordinated and so we’re - OAH will work with the 

five grantees to make sure that that happens. 
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Jacqueline McCain: Okay and let’s take one more written before we go to (Tyler) for phone 

calls. Okay, must the logic model be double spaced and this is an appendix 

item. You do not have to double space your logic model but please, please 

remember that there are people - humans that have to read your applications 

and, you know, understanding a logic model can have a lot of information. It 

has to be readable. Okay, thank you. (Tyler) are there any calls? 

 

(Tyler): Yes, we have four or five queued up. The first one comes from (Sharon). Go 

ahead. Your line is open. 

 

(Sharon): So I’m wondering how the determination will be made about which agencies 

get low, medium or high intensity CBA. I don’t know if that’s just through the 

assessment process or whether through the sort of discussion and the 

cooperative agreement. That’s something that OAH would be determining. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: No, we expect that our CBA providers will make the assessments of our 

grantees together as a team of five and move forward from there. We will - we 

expect to provide contact information - I totally lost my train of thought - 

contact information and things for the new CBA providers to work together as 

a group to go out and meet the needs in any of the intensity levels for our 84 

TPP grantees. 

 

(Sharon): Can I do a quick follow-up on that? 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. 

 

(Sharon): I’m assuming you could be doing different intensities for different kinds of 

CBA because maybe a grantee needs particular, you know, specialization in 

one area where they might not need it in another area? 
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Jacqueline McCain: Yes absolutely. 

 

((Crosstalk)) 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Yes, definitely. And, you know, again take a close look at what the 

funding announcement describes and you’ll get a little better idea of what the 

expectation is. And Amy’s flagging me. 

 

Woman: Sounds good. 

 

Amy Margolis: So just to point out I mean this is a cooperative agreement. So of course OAH 

is going to be substantially involved. 

 

 But we really are looking for the grantees to propose to us the plan right, to 

coordinate with each other, to do the assessment, to figure out what the needs 

are and then to propose the plan to address those needs. 

 

 We will have input. We will have ideas. But we really are looking for you all 

to give us that feedback. 

 

Woman: Great. Thanks. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. Okay (Tyler) next question. 

 

Coordinator: This next one comes from (Lauren Ranalli). Go ahead (Lauren). Your line is 

open. 

 

(Lauren Ranalli): Hi. Thank you. I actually have two quick questions I hope. The first one just 

to clarify for the funding level. Is this up to $650,000 per year or over the five 

years? 
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Jacqueline McCain: That would be per year. 

 

(Lauren Ranalli): Okay thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. 

 

(Lauren Ranalli): And my second question is for the workplan are we looking to develop a one 

year or a five year workplan? And if it’s five year I have a follow-up. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay it’s kind of both. We need to have a detailed workplan for the first 

year. But we’re also asking for an overview of the entire five years. 

 

(Lauren Ranalli): Okay. And so for that do you have any tips knowing that when we’re 

submitting our application and we won’t know who the other CBA partners 

are and how to best develop a five year plan not knowing what the other teams 

will bring to the table? 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Well yes but do the best that you can. If you’re applying under one of the 

priority areas my suggestion would be for you to kind of focus your workplan 

around that but giving leeway to provide for coordination with the other CBA 

providers. 

 

(Lauren Ranalli): Okay, thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. 

 

Coordinator: Okay. And we have another (Sharon) queued up. This is (Sharon) from New 

York. Go ahead. Your line is open. 
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(Sharon): Hi. This is (Sharon). I was just wondering if you could repeat some of the 

additional criteria that you referred to in terms of review and selector process? 

 

 I think you referenced something about representativeness. Could you repeat 

that? 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Yes I did. I made a mistake on there. If you give us a minute we’ll come 

back to that and answer. Amy’s pulling the funding announcement. So that’s - 

my apologies for that. 

 

 We will repeat it after we take the next - do you have it? 

 

Amy Margolis: (Unintelligible). 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay she’s got it. Go ahead. 

 

Amy Margolis: It’s actually on Pages 47 and 48 of the funding announcement. You can see 

the review and selection process. And at the bottom of 47 there’s a piece 

about the final award decisions. And there’s two additional criteria that the 

director can take into consideration. 

 

 It’s the diversity and priority area selected for CBA. So like we mentioned, we 

are interested in funding one grant per priority area for a total of five grants 

and then that the applicant demonstrates that it has and enforces a policy 

prohibiting discrimination. 

 

(Sharon): Okay, thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. Thank you. 
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Coordinator: Okay just a reminder, that is Star 1 and record your name if you’d like to ask a 

question. 

 

 The next one comes from (Angela Turner). Go ahead (Angela). Your line is 

open. 

 

(Angela Turner): Hi. I am looking at Page 46 of the grant announcement. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Yes. 

 

(Angela Turner): I just don’t know if you - okay, if you’re there. 

 

 Just want to clarify that it talks about the experience successfully 

collaborating with organization and then goes on to talk about the applicant 

has plans to partner with other organizations to provide CBA. 

 

 Is that bullet talking about the other organizations that are going to be selected 

to provide the TA or is it asking you who are the other organizations that 

you’re going to partner with your - within your own respective area to provide 

TA? 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay so you are looking at the collaboration and partnerships criterion? 

 

(Angela Turner): Yes. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: The third bullet point which says the applicant... 

 

((Crosstalk)) 
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Jacqueline McCain: ...has plans to partner with other organizations to provide CBA to the 

OAH funded TPP grantees on the selected priority area. 

 

 So for - we are referring to the other CBA providers. 

 

(Angela Turner): Okay. And that would be the other CBA providers. It’s not requesting. So if 

our - because our organization either employees or contracts with individual 

to provide TA. And we weren’t expecting to go out and look for a lot of other 

organizations to help us within our respected areas. So I just wanted to... 

 

((Crosstalk)) 

 

Jacqueline McCain: All right, I got that. Yes, you really could do both. You really could do 

both. But your plan should be clear whichever way you’re planning to work. 

 

 You have to work with the other CBA providers but there is room for working 

with other non-CBA providers. 

 

(Angela Turner): Okay thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Does that help. 

 

(Angela Turner): It does. Thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay. 

 

Coordinator: Okay and our next question comes from (Jonathan Guss). Go ahead. Your line 

is open. 
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(Jonathan Guss): Thank you. On Page 30 it - there’s a bullet point that ways describe level of 

funding received by the organization the past several years to implement TPP 

programs and to provide CBA. 

 

 So if you have not received funding for TPP program would you not be 

eligible to apply for this grant? 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay I want to make sure I’m in the right place. You were talking of the 

second sub point for this second point on the page. And the applicant said 

describe how the organization effectively and efficiently manages financial 

resources, staff performance and strategic relationships. Is - am I in the right 

place. 

 

(Jonathan Guss): Yes. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay. And you’re asking about describing the level of funding received by 

the organization in the past several years. And you’re - you want to... 

 

Amy Margolis: And your question is about eligibility. If you haven’t received TPP funding in 

the past you mean you wouldn’t have anything to respond to that particular 

evaluation criteria. But that does not mean you would not be eligible to apply. 

 

 So the eligibility criteria for who can apply (Jackie) talked about it in an 

earlier slide. And these are just sort of things to include in your application 

and part of the evaluation scoring. But it -you absolutely would still be 

eligible to apply. 

 

(Jonathan Guss): Thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. 
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Coordinator: And we have another one queued up from (Karen). Go ahead (Karen). Your 

line is open. 

 

(Karen): Thank you. Can you repeat once again about the conflict of interest for 

someone who is receiving teen pregnancy prevention funds? I think you... 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay. 

 

(Karen): Yes. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: So the trick is, is that if you are brought on as an national CBA provider 

but you are also a TPP grantee for OAH currently there has to be separation 

between the two. 

 

 So what we need for applicants that fit both of these categories we need for 

you to explain how you will not cross the lines between being an national 

CBA provider for all the TPP grantees and being a grantee. 

 

(Karen): Okay, okay. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: I hear a question in there. 

 

(Karen): All right. No, I think I got it. Thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay. 

 

Coordinator: And Jacquelyn I’m showing no further question in the queue. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay cool. We have a couple of written questions we’ll go ahead and take. 
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 We’ve got a bunch of questions. For the budget justification do we need an 

explanation of the cost effectiveness for each budgeted item? And can you 

provide an example? I’m going to kick that to (Roscoe). 

 

(Roscoe): No, that’s not required. For the budget in each object class category or each 

category that you have under your budget we just need a brief narrative that 

explains how the particular cost was determined and how it may support the 

project. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay thanks (Roscoe). We’ve got another written question. Can you 

please clarify if CBA appendix should be a total of one to two pages or if it 

should be an executive summary of each project that we have delivered CBA 

for over the past five years? 

 

 To be honest we’re looking to the funding announcement right now. I don’t 

believe that there’s a page limit on the appendices. 

 

 So in this case unless any - give me - okay. Oh, okay thank you. 

 

 So if you refer to Page 35 of the funding announcement it says roughly 

halfway down the page a one to two page executive summary of relevant 

CBA provided in the last five years. This is part of your appendices. 

 

 So yes for the executive summary it’s one to two pages total. Okay, thank 

you. 

 

 The next question we have here, what are the expectations for monitoring an 

evaluation of CBA? How much detail should be included in the proposal on 

M&A activities? M&A activities. 
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Woman: (Unintelligible). 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay what are we having? On Page 17 - okay Page 16 and 17 if you 

referred to the bullet points starts engage in strategic dissemination 

communication activities to share CBA product it’s a big long paragraph 

where in part it says collect and report performance management data to OAH 

and use performance measured data to make continuous quality 

improvements. 

 

 And then it goes on in the next bullet evaluation of CBA provided and may 

continue with quality improvements based on feedback received. 

 

 The information is right there in the funding announcements on Pages 16 and 

17. I’m not quite sure what the specific question is on that one. 

 

 Okay we have a question here. Sorry, I had a problem with the software so not 

sure if my question went through. Here it is again. 

 

 Okay you mentioned that the three CDC young males’ projects are to be 

included to receive CBA. Are those included the 84? 

 

 Okay so we did not say that the three CDC young males grants that are funded 

under the CDC grant which is what we refer to as Tier 2C. We are not at this 

time expecting to work with the CDC grantees. We are only focusing on the 

84 OAH TPP grantees. 

 

 Okay next question, with respect to CBA priority area Number 5 

communication and dissemination will the CBA be focused exclusively on 

building the capacity of TPP grantees or might the CBA also or instead be 
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focused on communication dissemination related to the national provider 

organization’s work? 

 

 Okay. This is capacity building assistance for our TPP grantees. This is 

communication and dissemination activities for the TPP grantees, not the 

CBA providers. 

 

 Okay. The FOA states that alternate fonts may be used for tables. What fonts 

are acceptable, must be 12 point. 

 

 If you’re doing tables and charts and things of that nature you do not have to 

stick to the 12 point font or the Times New Roman. 

 

 However again human people are going to be reading your applications and 

you have to be easily readable in whatever form. So please do not squeeze a 

million letters into one page because to be honest with you your reviewers 

will not be happy and we want to keep the reviewers happy. 

 

 Okay next question, was a needs assessment ever done with TPP grantees 

prior to the development of this funding opportunity? If so would it be 

possible to share this document with applicants? 

 

Amy Margolis: So we have done a needs assessment of the new TPP grantees just recently. 

We cannot share it with applicants. Although once the grantees have been 

funded we will be able to share it with the grantees. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay thanks Amy. 

 

 Okay we have a nice long question here. Let’s go back up to the stop reeling. 

Okay. 
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 So the FOA Page 16 states collect and report performance measure data to 

OAH and use performance measure data to make continued quality 

improvements. And it goes on and on and on. 

 

 So the question I’m looking for in this starts grantees should use and report to 

OAH on existing performance methods to the extent possible. 

 

 However OAH anticipates that not all performance measures will be relevant 

for the national CBA providers funded under this FOA. 

 

 Where the OAH performance measures are not feasible or relevant the 

grantees will need to develop and propose proxy measures. Okay so my 

question is, here we go -- I apologize -- are applicants expected to state any 

application which measures are feasible/relevant or will that process take 

place in collaboration with the OAH during the six month planning period? 

 

 Same question regarding the development of proxy measures, are applicants 

expected to propose these measures in the application? Give us a moment and 

Amy’s going to answer. 

 

 These are excellent questions and I’m so glad we have time to take these 

questions in detail. 

 

 We’re looking through the funding announcement.... 

 

Amy Margolis: So I mean all that we can say is what is listed in the evaluation criteria for the 

funding announcement. And I am trying to look and see if we ask you to state 

the proxy measures in the announcement or not. 
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 I think all we’re asking for in the application is for you to describe your plans 

to collect and report performance measure data to OAH and to use 

performance measure data. 

 

 So I think you need to be describing your commitment to collect and report 

the performance measure data, the level of detail you want to go into around 

those. We do not specify so that is up to you as the applicant. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: And Amy is pulling this, her thoughts here from the scoring criteria from 

Page 44. There’s a lot of information in the scoring criteria. So I would really, 

really recommend it to take a close look to what you’ll be scored against. 

 

 Okay next question where would you like us to upload the appendices? Do 

they get uploaded through link at optional project narrative file? I’m assuming 

that’s Grant Solutions? 

 

(Roscoe): Yes that’s correct. When you’re logged into Grant Solutions there is no 

specific title section for application upload of appendices so you may upload 

this particular section of the announcement - I mean of the application. 

 

Amy Margolis: (Roscoe) can you clarify Grant Solutions or grants.gov? 

 

(Roscoe): That would be in grants.gov. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: My fault, yes, grants.gov. Thank you. 

 

 Okay the next question we’re winding down. If we plan to include other 

partners and subcontractors should we include letters of support in the 

appendices? And I think that would be a wonderful idea. 
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 Okay thank you. I’m not able to download the slides. I’m wondering if anyone 

else is having that problem. How soon would they be loaded? 

 

 I apologize if you’re having technical difficulties. This Webinar in its entirety 

and the slides will be posted in a few days, probably two or three days early 

next week. 

 

 If you’re having trouble please accept our apologies and just hold on for the 

slides and when they are posted. 

 

 And our last handwritten question is should we append an indirect cost rate 

agreement showing our indirect cost rate if we have one? (Roscoe)? 

 

(Roscoe): Yes. If you have your - an indirect cost rate you may include that with your 

application submission in part of your budget. 

 

 There is no additional funds that will be authorized so that amount that you’re 

asking to be reimbursed for indirect must be inclusive of the total amount that 

you’re requesting in your application submission. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay thank you. Let’s see (Tyler) let’s do one more sweep of the phones. 

 

Coordinator: Yes definitely. We’ve got a few queued up here. This first one comes from 

(Angela Turner). Go ahead (Angela). Your line is open. 

 

(Angela Turner): I think my question was answered in the written questions. Thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Okay cool. Thank you. 
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Coordinator: All right. And we have one queued up from (Amanda Brown). Go ahead your 

line is open. 

 

(Amanda Brown): My question was also answered in the written. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: All righty. Thank you. 

 

Coordinator: Wonderful. And the next one comes from (Jonathan Guss). Go ahead, your 

line is open. 

 

(Sarah Bliss): Hi. This is actually (Sarah Bliss) from the same organization. Just some clarity 

on something I heard in the presentation. 

 

 I think I heard that each of the 84 grantees is expected to work with each CBA 

provider each year. Is that correct or did I mis-hear that particular detail? 

 

Jacqueline McCain: We are - we expect that each of the five national CBA providers will have 

contact with each of the 84 TPP grantees in some way every year. 

 

 You might not need to do deep heavy CBA provisions. It might be, you know, 

touch and go. It just kind of depends on the needs of the grantee but that is our 

expectation yes. 

 

(Sarah Bliss): Thank you. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. 

 

Coordinator: Okay. And this next one comes from (Lauren Ranalli). Go ahead. Your line is 

open. 
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(Lauren Ranalli): Thank you. I don’t know if there’s any clarifying information you can provide 

in Priority Area 4 the establishing and maintaining linkages and referrals to 

use friendly healthcare services. 

 

 When you’re talking about the protocols and procedures and guides for 

making referrals you’re referring to OAH funded organizations making 

referrals of their current patient populations to other primary care, other 

specialty care? I was hoping to get some clarification on the intention around 

these referrals? 

 

Amy Margolis: Sure. So within the funding announcements for the 84 TPP grantees you all 

will be providing CBA to they have specific requirements and expectations 

around establishing and maintaining linkages and referrals to youth family 

healthcare services. 

 

 So for an answer to that question I would go back and look at what is stated in 

those FOAs. 

 

(Lauren Ranalli): Okay. 

 

Amy Margolis: Because it’s the idea is the CBA would help them do what they’re expected to 

do. 

 

(Lauren Ranalli): Got it. Thank you very much. 

 

Coordinator: Okay. And we have one more question in queue. This one comes from 

(Sharon). Go ahead. Your line is open. 

 

(Sharon): Hi. So I apologize right off the bat because I got kicked off so it’s possible 

this question was already asked and answered. 
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 But you mention the grant solutions being the (unintelligible) of things to be 

upended or uploaded but I am assuming this is grants.gov and usually the 

upload is embedded in the online form. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Yes. Yes absolutely right. 

 

(Sharon): Okay. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: My mouth ran away with me and I meant grants.gov not Grants Solutions. 

Grant Solutions is a - is a system that grantees use after funding. But yes 

everything is grants.gov. Please forgive that mistake. 

 

(Sharon): Thanks. 

 

Jacqueline McCain: Sure. We’ve got one last written question. I think it’s the last one. 

 

 And this writer says he said it would be a wonderful idea to include letters of 

support in the appendices. But will it be scored? Will we get points? Please 

refer to the scoring criteria that is in the funding announcement so you will 

know exactly what you will be scored against. 

 

 And as I’m looking I’m just really skimming okay, so please don’t hold me to 

this. I do not see that - I could be wrong. Let’s see okay, so I’ll leave it to you 

to interpret what the scoring criteria says so I don’t waste time staring. 

 

 All righty we have no more written questions. (Tyler)? 

 

Coordinator: Jacqueline we’re showing no further questions in the queue. 
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Jacqueline McCain: Okay. Well great. I appreciate - and if you can put the last slide. 

 

 I appreciate your attention today. I hope this was helpful. And I appreciate my 

colleagues here in the office giving the information to you all. 

 

 You see in front of you a slide with my contact information, Jacqueline 

McCain. And also if you have questions that are budgetary or administrative 

please contact Miss Eleanor Walker also on the screen in front of you. 

 

 She’s - she works with (Roscoe) in the Office of Grants Management but she 

was not able to be on this call today. So with that we are going to sign off and 

good luck and we look forward to reading your applications. 

 

Coordinator: That does conclude the call for today. Thank you all for participating. You 

may disconnect at this time. 

 

 

END 




