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Coordinator: Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time, all participants are in a 

listen-only mode. During the question and answer session, you may press Star 

then 1 on your touchtone telephone. Today’s conference is being recorded. If 

you have any objections, you may disconnect at this time. Now, I’ll turn the 

conference over to Ms. Cassandra Chess. Ma’am, you may begin. 

 

Cassandra Chess: Thank you, Tony. Good afternoon, everyone - or, for you on the West Coast, 

good morning. Welcome to the technical assistance Webinar for the 

Pregnancy Assistance Fund support for expecting and parenting teens - 

women, fathers, and their families. We are so glad that you could join us 

today. 

 

 We are going to spend the next hour or so reviewing the current funding 

opportunity announcement, discussing the purpose of the legislation and 

funding announcement, discussing eligibility requirements, and reviewing 

how to apply for these funds. 

 

 Please note that we will not be able to answer questions that are specific to 

individual applications during this technical assistance Webinar. At this time, 



NWX-OS-OGC-RKVL  
Moderator: Cassandra Chess 

03-24-15/12:00 pm CT 
Confirmation # 2018057 

Page 2 

I would like to turn the call over to Evelyn Kappeler, Director of the Office of 

Adolescent Health, to provide an overview of the Office of Adolescent 

Health. 

 

Evelyn Kappeler: Thank you, Cassandra. I’d like to welcome everyone to today’s Webinar. And 

I want to thank you for your interest in the Office of Adolescent Health and, in 

particular, the Pregnancy Assistance Fund Program. 

 

 At the Office of Adolescent Health, our vision is to advance best practices and 

to improve the health and wellbeing of America’s adolescent. We’re 

responsible for coordinating adolescent health initiatives across the U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services. 

 

 And we’re also the convener of adolescent health Think, Act, Grow or TAG 

as we call it. It’s a new national partner engagement strategy that’s focused on 

adolescent health, which we recently released at the American Public Health 

Association this past November. 

 

 In addition, the Office of Adolescent Health administers and supports several 

programs, including the Pregnancy Assistance Fund, the Teenage Pregnancy 

Prevention Program, and the National Resource Center for HIV AIDS 

Prevention Among Adolescents. We also lead efforts to conduct several large 

national evaluations focused on teen pregnancy prevention and providing 

supports for expectant and parenting teens. 

 

 In this slide, we have a chart that shows you where the Office of Adolescent 

Health is located within the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. 

We’re located within the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health, which 

oversees 12 core public health offices, including the Office of Adolescent 

Health, the Office of the Surgeon General, and the United States Public Health 
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Service Corp, as well as ten regional health offices across the nation and 10 

presidential and secretarial advisory committees. 

 

 Today, we’re grateful to be joined by Mr. Roscoe Brunson from the OASH 

Office of Grants Management. The Office of Grants Management, or OGM as 

we refer to them, is the official signatory for obligating federal grant funds, 

and the official signatory for all grant business within OASH. 

 

 They monitor all business and financial transactions on grants for compliance 

with federal regulations. And you’ll hear more about that from Roscoe later 

on in this presentation. 

 

 So at this point, I’d like to turn the presentation back to Cassandra to talk 

more about the Office of Adolescent Health, Pregnancy Assistance Fund 

Program announcements. 

 

Cassandra Chess: Thank you, Evelyn. And actually, I’d like to go back to slide three to go over 

a few important call logistics before I begin my portion of the presentation. 

All participants should be able to hear the audio and view the slide. 

 

 If you are unable to log in to the net conference to view the slides, please be 

assured that the slides, transcript, and a recording the Webinar will be 

available on the OAH Web site within two to three days. 

 

 All participants are in a listen-only mode. You are able to print the slides for 

today’s call by clicking on the printer icon at the bottom right of the screen, or 

at the top right of the screen. It looks like three pieces of paper, next to the 

yellow notepad. 
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 We will be taking questions at the end of the presentation using the Q&A 

function at the top of the screen. You can also type your questions in at any 

time during the presentation. 

 

 If we run out of time and are unable to answer all of the questions during 

today’s call, we will post the answers to the questions on the OAH Web site 

within a few days of the call. As mentioned previously, we will not be 

answering questions specific to individual applications. 

 

 Now, a little bit about the Pregnancy Assistance Fund. The Pregnancy 

Assistance Fund authorizes $25 million each fiscal year from 2010 to 2019 to 

support programs in state for pregnant and parenting teens and women. Based 

on the legislation, funding is awarded through a competitive grant process 

directly to states and (unintelligible). We can all recognize that being a 

pregnant or parenting teen brings many challenges into a young person’s life. 

 

 The legislation that authorized the Pregnancy Assistance Fund provided clear 

direction on its purpose, which is to provide a seamless network of services to 

help these youth and young adults complete high school or post-secondary 

degrees, as well as gain access to healthcare, childcare, family housing, and 

other critical support, and improve services for pregnant women who are 

victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

 

 With our current funding, OAH funds 17 grantees across the country, 14 state 

agencies, and three tribal agencies. This current cohort, our second, is funded 

until July 2017. From the first cohort to the second, we had 10 returning 

grantees and seven new ones. 

 

 Specific information about the award is listed here. The estimated funds 

available are up to $1.6 million. We’re anticipating awarding up to three 
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awards, which each award not to exceed five years. The range of awards is 

$500,000 to $800,000 annually. And anticipated start date is August 1, 2015. 

The budget period is 12 months. And this award is considered a grant. 

 

 In terms of eligibility - states, the District of Columbia, Indian tribes in U.S. 

territories are all eligible entities who can apply for these funds. A signed 

letter from the authorizing representative from the state or tribe must 

accompany the application. 

 

 It should include documentation establishing the authorized representative’s 

authority to apply for and administer the grant on behalf of the state or tribe. 

And only one application from an eligible entity is allowed under this 

announcement. And currently funded grantees are not eligible to apply. 

 

 OAH has identified two program priorities for this announcement. One, 

proposals that seek to involve young fathers. And two, proposals that target 

young adults between the ages of 20 to 24. Services provided should be 

evidence-based or evidence-informed and culturally and linguistically 

appropriate. 

 

 Work plans should include sustainability goal and corresponding objectives 

and activities. Recipients will be required to collect a common set of 

performance measures. And the funding announcement allows the grantee 

level evaluation. 

 

 The legislation for the Pregnancy Assistance Fund outlined four program 

categories. Category one, support for expectant and parenting students in 

institutions of higher education, also known as IHE. These are expectant and 

parenting students of any age who are enrolled in a eligible IHE and their 

families. 
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 Category two, support for expectant and parenting teens, women, fathers, and 

their families in high schools and community centers. This is a group with 

particularly high rates of unplanned pregnancy for whom program services 

can assist with helping them complete high school or post-secondary degrees. 

 

 Category three are services for pregnant women who are victims of domestic 

violence, sexual violence, sexual assault, and stalking. Category three 

provides services for females of any age who were pregnant on the date on 

which she became a victim of domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual 

assault, or stalking, or who was pregnant during the one year period before 

such date. And category three focuses on increasing public awareness and 

education services. 

 

 OAH desires applications in category four to aim to increase public awareness 

and education of services provided in categories one through three. While 

public awareness campaigns are an allowable activity under this funding 

announcement, OAH encourages applications that are not solely focused on 

such activities, but rather support a broader set of activities for the target 

population. 

 

 The announcement includes very clear program approaches for all applicants, 

regardless of where they were focused in program implementation efforts. 

Components of category one include establishing, maintaining, or operating 

expectant and parenting student services at eligible institutions of higher 

education. 

 

 OAH is particularly interested in partnership with IHEs that demonstrate 

greatest needs of services in terms of numbers of expectant and parenting 
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students. The funding must supplement, not supplant, existing funding for 

such services. 

 

 The applicant should propose strong linkages and referrals with existing 

service providers and a 25% cash or in-kind match is required for the IHE. In 

providing services to expectant and parenting teens, the eligible IHE may use 

funds to conduct a needs and resource assessment of its services, policies, and 

systems available on campus or within the local community to meet the needs 

of expectant and parenting students and their families. 

 

 The needs assessment and the program approach should be distinct to the 

needs of the population being served in each individual setting. This slide 

provides examples of what could be assessed that include but is not limited to 

the items listed here. 

 

 For category two, this slide covers some of the allowable program activities 

for state and tribal programs implemented in high schools and community 

service centers. The state or tribe should establish, maintain, or operate 

expected and parenting services in the same general manner and in accordance 

with all conditions and requirements described for category one, except that 

the 25% matching requirement does not apply. 

 

 The state or tribe may use funds received under this grant to provide funding 

to eligible high schools and community service centers that serve expectant 

and parenting teens, young adults, women, fathers, and their families. 

Community service centers funded under this FOA may serve out-of-school 

youth. 

 

 And programs funded in high school or community service center 

environments are encouraged to establish linkages and partnerships with IHEs 
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to further promote education for the participants served. These partnerships 

should focus on the promotion of secondary education and the assurance of a 

successful transition to the post-secondary environment. 

 

 Now I’d like to go over expectations for categories one and two. All education 

programs and activities funded under either of these categories are required to 

comply with the requirements of Title IX of the Education Amendment, as 

well as with HHS regulations, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of 

gender, and education programs and activities receiving federal financial 

assistance. 

 

 If an applicant chooses to implement programs in both category one and 

category two, the needs assessment and program approach for the populations 

being served should be distinct and different from the needs assessment and 

program approach for expectant and parenting students served in category 

one. 

 

 Public and private service providers should be identified who are located on 

campus or within the local community. Programs should focus on helping 

students identify and obtain needed services. 

 

 Programs should make referrals to a variety of services for pregnant and 

parenting youth to enhance the supportive services available to them. And 

programs should conduct an annual assessment of its program and 

performance partners in order to make course correction to more effectively 

implement their programs. 

 

 Additional expectations - as stated on the previous slide, applicants for 

categories one and two may choose to conduct a needs and resource 

assessment of the services, policies, and systems available on campus or 
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within the local community, and set goals for improving such services and 

improving access to such services. 

 

 Areas of focus should include but are not limited to the inclusion of maternity 

coverage and availability (unintelligible) for additional family and student 

healthcare, childcare, flexible or alternative academic scheduling, maternity 

and baby clothing, baby food, access to appropriate information in areas such 

as breast feeding, baby furniture, et cetera, post-partum counseling - including 

counseling on nutrition, exercise, mental health, and planning for subsequent 

pregnancies. And activities specific to IHE could include education 

completement and attainment, health relationship, or financial literacy. 

 

 Under category three, a state or tribe may provide funding to a state attorney’s 

general or functional equivalent for tribes to assist statewide office in 

providing services for an eligible pregnant woman defined as a female of any 

age who was pregnant on the date on which she becomes the victim of 

domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault, or stalking, or who was 

pregnant during the one year before such date. 

 

 In order to receive funds from the state under this category, the state attorney 

general must submit an application to the designated state agency. The state 

attorney’s general may partner with appropriate entities for program 

development and implementation purposes. 

 

 Applicants requesting funding for category three must include a memorandum 

of understanding, or MOU, or letter of commitment from the state attorney 

general, or functional equivalent for tribes in their application. 

 

 Expectations for category three include but are not limited to intervention 

services - including a 24 hour hotline for police protection and referrals to 
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shelter, accompaniment services which include assisting, representing, and 

accompanying a woman in seeking judicial relief for child support, child 

custody, restraining orders, and restitution for harm to persons and property, 

and in filing criminal charges. 

 

 Or they could include supportive social services including transitional and 

permanent housing, vocational counseling, mental health services, and 

individual and group counseling aimed at preventing domestic violence, 

sexual violence, sexual assault, or stalking. 

 

 Other expectations for category three include technical assistance and training 

related to violence against eligible pregnant women for federal, state, tribal 

territorial and local government, law enforcement agencies, and courts, 

professionals working in legal, social service, and healthcare settings, 

nonprofit organizations, and faith-based organizations on one or more of the 

following topics. 

 

 That includes the identification of eligible pregnant women experiencing one 

of the three situations mentioned here, the assessment of the immediate and 

short-term safety of such a pregnant woman that includes the evaluation of the 

impact of violence or stalking on the pregnant woman’s health, and the 

assistance of the pregnant woman in developing a plan aimed at preventing 

further domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault, or stalking, the 

maintenance of complete medical or forensic records that include the 

documentation of any examination, treatment given, and referrals made 

recording the location and nature of the pregnant woman’s injuries, and the 

establishment of mechanisms to ensure the privacy and confidentiality of 

those medical records. 
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 And lastly, the identification and referral of the pregnant women to 

appropriate public and private nonprofit entities that provide intervention 

services, accompaniment, and supportive social services. 

 

 For category four, states or tribes may use grant funds to increase public 

awareness and education concerning any services or resources available to 

expectant and parenting teens, young adults, women, fathers, and their 

families. We support the intent and purposes of this funding announcement. 

 

 Efforts could include public awareness and education activities to support the 

population, and learning about available benefits and supportive services in 

the community in assistance with accessing such services. Also, leverage 

existing public awareness and education activities such as Text4baby. 

 

 Activities related to the development of user-friendly Web sites and new 

media tools to increase awareness and access to appropriate services and 

public awareness campaigns. OAH encourages applications that are not solely 

focused on such activities, but rather support a broader set of activities for the 

target population. 

 

 As stated before, OAH desires applications in category four that aim to 

increase public awareness and education of services provided in categories 

one, two, and/or three. And just a note here - in applications, states or tribes 

will need to set guidelines regarding how much funding will be spent on 

public awareness and education. 

 

 Now we’re going to talk about cost sharing or matching. For those states that 

propose to work with institutes of higher education, a 25% match from each of 

those institutions is required. We recognize that identifying matching funds 
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can be challenging, and encourage states to work closely with their partners to 

identify appropriate matching sources. 

 

 The 25% matching funds can come from cash or in-kind donations. In-kind 

donations can include a broad range of items including space on campus, 

facilitated time in a use of transportation services. 

 

 Another note here, that the other partners under this funding announcement - 

high schools, community service agencies, and the state’s attorney general 

offices - do not have the same cost-sharing match requirement. 

 

 OAH has established expectations that cut across all of the funding categories. 

Each of the cross-cutting expectations will be touched upon in the slides that 

follow. In regard to priority areas, one of two priority areas for this funding 

announcement is focused on young adults. 

 

 Funded recipients are expected to ensure that programs address the needs of 

young adults. And as mentioned earlier, we’re looking at young adults 

between the age of 20 to 24. And this funding should provide programs and/or 

services for expectant and parenting teens and young adults, some of who may 

fall into marginalized groups that include but are not limited to homeless, 

unemployed, immigrant, or in the criminal justice system. 

 

 The second priority area is young fathers. There are some promising and 

emerging best practices in working with young fathers, but most programs are 

focused on working with young parents or mothers. Funded applicants are 

expected to identify the needs of young fathers and design services and 

materials to meet their specific needs. 
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 Gain knowledge on best practices for identifying, recruiting, and retaining 

young fathers in programming. And we want applicants to build the capacity 

of staff to develop an organizational atmosphere that is young father friendly, 

engages young fathers as partners, provides educational support, assists with 

gaining employment, and other services. 

 

 Another expectation is around collaboration. Funded recipients are expected 

to establish strong collaborations and partnerships across state, local, and 

tribal entities to ensure the availability and success of wrap-around services 

for expectant and parenting teens, women, fathers, and their families. 

 

 Under this funding opportunity, OAH expects that strong partnerships will be 

developed for program implementation purposes and to ensure that programs 

are most effectively responding to the needs of the target population. 

 

 Applicant should develop collaborations with nontraditional partners who are 

interested in education and economic opportunities for young people, 

including parenting teens, such as organizations that provide home-visiting for 

young families, alternative education, and/or job training opportunities. 

 

 OAH is particularly interested in programs that work either formally or 

informally with institutions of higher education and organizations which 

propose to work with expectant and parenting young men. 

 

 Funded programs should build on, and not duplicate current federal, state, 

local, or community programs, and should coordinate with existing programs 

and resources as appropriate. 

 

 Applicants should partner directly with local entities to ensure that the 

intended programmatic outcomes can be reached. Federal funds may not be 
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used to supplant the non-federal or other federal funds that would otherwise 

be made available for an activity. 

 

 Another cross-cutting expectation is around medical accuracy. Funded 

recipients are expected to ensure that materials used in any activities funded 

under this announcement are medically accurate and complete. And the 

definition that we’re using for medical accuracy is listed here on this slide. 

 

 Applicants should describe the process to be used to ensure medical accuracy 

in the grant funded project, including how the review will be conducted and 

who will be responsible for reviewing materials. Funded applicants should 

provide OAH with detailed information about the review of materials for 

medical accuracy. 

 

 The collection of performance measures is another expectation. A standard set 

of performance measures has been established. And performance measures are 

critical for accountability purposes. OAH uses performance measures to 

demonstrate whether grant projects are making sufficient progress toward 

their stated mission and are serving the public interests. 

 

 A solid performance measurement system also provides agency leadership 

and stakeholders with information that will help guide program management. 

For grantees, performance measures are critical for continuous quality 

improvement, or CQI, program implementation, informing stakeholders of 

progress, and building sustainability efforts. 

 

 OAH uses a Web-based data reporting system in which grantees enter their 

performance measure data. All funded recipients will be expected to collect 

and report on a common set of performance measures to assess program 

implementation and whether the program is achieving intended outcomes. 
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 Generally, there are four broad categories of performance measures that OAH 

anticipates all grantees will be required to track. Participant demographics - 

for example, age, gender, race. Output measures, which could include number 

of participants served, and services and referrals provided. 

 

 Measures around implementation and capacity building - number of trainings, 

number of partnerships, public awareness strategies. And outcome measures, 

such as educational attainment, birth spacing, or repeat teen pregnancies. 

 

 Applicants are required to collect performance measure data from individual 

participants, as well as of their staff and partners and should describe their 

capacity to report on such performance measures. OAH will provide training 

on collecting and reporting required performance measure data. A list of 

measures is included in Appendix B of this announcement. 

 

 In addition to the uniform set of performance measures required by OAH, 

grantees may identify and require implementation partners to collect and 

report data on other performance measures specific to the intended outcomes 

of the program being implemented. 

 

 Now I’ll talk about the report to the state or tribe. For each year that the 

grantee provides an eligible institution or organization with funds from the 

Pregnancy Assistance Fund, the grantee must receive a report from the funded 

institution or organization that includes the following information. 

 

 An itemization of the organization’s expenditures on services for expectant 

and parenting teens, women, fathers, and their families. A review and 

evaluation of the performance of the organization in fulfilling the program 
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requirements as specified in this funding opportunity, including a report on the 

required performance measures. 

 

 And a description of the achievement of the organization in meeting the needs 

of the population being served, and the frequency of use of the program by the 

population being served. The funded state or tribe should submit a copy of 

reports received from funded institutions or organizations to OAH, along with 

their annual progress report. 

 

 In regards to evaluations - grantees may propose to evaluate their program and 

are encourage to disseminate the evaluation results. Grantees may spend no 

more than 10% of awarded funds on evaluation activities. The 10% budget 

limit does not include funds to collect the required performance measures. 

And grantees conducting an evaluation are expected to consult with OAH on 

the evaluation design and implementation. 

 

 In regards to sustainability - sustainability planning is a vital component to 

any programmatic effort and is a key element of this announcement. Work 

plan should include a sustainability goal, including corresponding objectives 

and activities focused on achieving the sustainability goal. 

 

 Grantees are encouraged to collaborate with their partners and key 

stakeholders to address their sustainability effort. And applicants are 

encouraged to visit the OAH Web site to review the OAH sustainability 

resources. 

 

 In regards to program approach - this announcement seeks proposals from 

states or tribes to develop and implement activities to improve education, 

health, and social outcomes for expectant and parenting teens, young adults, 

women, fathers, and their families. 
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 Activities should be developed as a comprehensive program for the target area 

and population. The announcement includes very, very clear program 

expectations for all applicants, regardless of where they will focus their 

program implementation services. 

 

 All services provided to expectant and parenting teens, young adults, women, 

and their families in categories one, two, and three should be evidence-based 

or evidence-informed and culturally and linguistically appropriate. Below, 

you’ll see at the bottom of this slide, are links to samples of evidence-based 

programs, information on evidence-informed - primarily information on 

evidence-based programs. 

 

 Additional information on program approaches. There is a strong expectation 

that programs will link with existing resources and utilize those resources to 

provide a strong support to the target population. This linkage of services and 

resources includes strong collaboration across state agencies to ensure that 

existing services are utilized, and gaps in services can be appropriately 

identified. 

 

 Applicants should disseminate information about availability and eligibility 

for health coverage under federal and state programs such as those listed here 

- Medicaid, the Children’s Health Insurance Program, or health insurance 

marketplaces. 

 

 Applicants should also provide application assistance and enrollment in these 

services for expectant and parenting students and their children, and/or 

demonstrate collaboration among relevant state agencies and leverage other 

resources or link to existing support services. 
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 Now, I would like to turn the next portion of the presentation over to Victor 

Medrano to talk about the application content. 

 

Victor Medrano: Thank you, Cassandra. Our apologies for the slight delay. We were just kind 

of changing things around a bit. And I would like to express my sincere 

welcome to all of you as well. I want to talk a little bit about application 

content. 

 

 Applications should contain the information listed in this slide, which we will 

discuss in the following slides. The project abstract should be clear, accurate, 

and concise so that it can be understood without reference to other parts of the 

application. 

 

 The project abstract should include the following - name of the state or Indian 

tribe, project title, applicant agency and the authorized state representative, the 

address of the applicant, contact information should there be questions of who 

we need to reach out to, the contact’s phone number, voicemail, and fax 

number, and an email address or Web site address if applicable. 

 

 The project narrative. Each section of the application narrative will contain 

key points that should be included in the narrative. Be sure to read through the 

application carefully to ensure understanding of all of the key points that 

should be included in the narrative. Applicants are encouraged to go back 

through the narrative written to ensure that all the points were covered. 

 

 The problem statement should describe the need of expectant and parenting 

teens, women, fathers, and their families in the target institutions or 

community, and how the program will benefit the target population. 
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 Describe the analysis or needs assessments that were completed to identify the 

specific target populations and/or geographic areas and the needs. Include a 

brief description of existing programs that address the issues and gaps. And 

demonstrate that the applicant has assessed how best to use the available grant 

funds and where funds will be of most assistance by serving those with the 

greatest need that are underserved. 

 

 Organizational capacity should include describing the organizational structure, 

include information about personal time and facility, describe the 

organization’s experience, expertise, and previous accomplishments in 

working with the target population. 

 

 Describe available resources and organizational capacity to manage and 

implement the project. Describe the key staff and their roles. If a position is 

vacant, a job description for that position should be included. And include in 

the appendixes, a curriculum vitae for key personnel. 

 

 With regard to project management, the project management section should 

describe the project’s management and partner monitoring plan, including a 

clear delineation of the roles of key staff and sub-awardees and partners. 

 

 Sub-awardees do not need to be identified at the time of the application, but 

the application should describe the criteria it will establish in making sub-

awards and how they will be monitored. 

 

 Describe how the project will ensure program integrity, including a 

description of steps that will be taken to ensure that the grantee’s funds are 

used effectively and efficiently. Describe available resources and 

organizational capacity to manage and implement the program. And OAH 
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expects that grantee projects - that directors will have involvement in, and 

substantial knowledge of, all aspects of the project. 

 

 The applicant’s work plan should describe the project’s goals, objectives, and 

activities. Goal statements should be directly supported by related SMART 

outcome objectives. SMART being specific, measurable, achievable, realistic, 

and time-framed. 

 

 Activities should support each of the objectives. Applicant should submit a 

detailed logic model that fits their program and will serve as a guiding tool. 

There is no specific logic model’s file that OAH requires. 

 

 Measures of program outcomes should be tied to the performance measures. 

There is no specific number of program outcomes that should be developed. 

Any program outcomes developed should relate directly back to the activities 

being implemented and monitored. And indicate plans for future 

programmatic, strategic planning to further engage key partners and ensure a 

seamless network of services. 

 

 The proposed intervention should provide a clear and concise description of 

the project activities and services being provided and described, the approach 

to be implemented. Describe how grant funds will be used and which 

categories will be addressed. 

 

 Describe the activities to be undertaken. Explain the rationale for using a 

particular intervention. And present detailed information on how all category 

specific and cross category specific expectations will be addressed. 

 

 In addition, clarify why the specific activities were selected. Note any barriers 

anticipated, and how the project will overcome the barriers. Demonstrate how 
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the various activities and different categories will be integrated with one 

another to provide comprehensive, wrap-around services. 

 

 Describe how the proposed programs are evidence-based or evidence-

informed and culturally and linguistically appropriate. Describe how the 

applicant will ensure that all program materials are medically accurate. 

 

 The application should describe how the applicant will involve others. 

Applicants should include clear roles and responsibilities for each of its 

partners, such as education agencies, community centers, the state’s attorney 

general’s office, et cetera. And include signed memorandums of 

understanding or letters of commitment for all partnering organizations. 

 

 All funded recipients are expected to collect and report on a common set of 

performance measures which will include participant’s demographics - 

including age, race, ethnicity, output measures being number of participants 

served, services provided, and referrals provided, implementation of capacity 

building such as trainings, community partnerships, public awareness 

strategies, and outcome measures - educational attainment, birth-spacing, 

repeated pregnancies. 

 

 Grantees may identify and include additional performance measures specific 

to the program outcomes. Appendixes for the supportive information only 

should be clearly labeled and included, and should include a letter from the 

authorizing representative, memorandums of understanding or letters of 

commitment, the program work plan, other supports such as curriculum vitas 

or resumes of key personnel, organizational structure, examples of 

organizational capacity, or other supplemental information. Please note - 

brochures or bounded materials should not be submitted. 
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 With regard to memorandums of understanding and letters of commitment. 

Memorandums of understanding or letters of commitment are required for all 

organization and entities that have specifically been named as sub-awardees or 

primary partners to carry out any aspects of the project. 

 

 The signed MOUs or letters of commitment must detail the specific role and 

resources that will be provided or activities that will be undertaken. These 

documents must also illustrate current commitment from the partner to this 

specific project being proposed in the application. The organization’s 

expertise, experience, and access to the targeted population should also be 

described in the letter of commitment. 

 

 Note - letters of commitment are not the same as letters of support. Letters of 

support are letters that are general in nature and speak to the writer’s belief in 

the capability of an applicant to accomplish the goal or task. 

 

 Letters of support may indicate an intent or interest to work together in the 

future, but they lack specificity. Applicants should not provide letters of 

support. Letters of support will be removed from the application package and 

not considered during the review process. 

 

 The applicant’s work plan should include a statement of the project’s overall 

goal and/or goals, anticipated outcome, key objectives, and the major tasks, 

action steps, or products that will be pursued or developed to achieve the goal 

and the outcomes. 

 

 Each major task of each year, action step, or product, the work plan should 

identify the timeframes involved - including start and end-dates, the lead 

person responsible for completing the task, and should cover all four years of 

the proposed project. 
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 The work plan should include a sustainability goal with corresponding 

objectives and activities focused on implementing strategies aimed at 

sustaining the project over time. Grantees are encouraged to develop a 

sustainability plan with their partners as key stakeholders. 

 

 Tools that are available include the sustainability framework, an assessment 

tool, and a resource guide. These sustainability tools are available on the OAH 

Web site, which is identified in this particular slide. In addition, trainees 

should build the capacity of program staff and partners in implementing the 

program to assist with the sustainability efforts. 

 

 I’d like to now turn over the presentation to Roscoe Brunson, Senior Grants 

Management Specialist in the Office of Grants Management, who will discuss 

the budget and provide further details in these particular areas. 

 

 Actually, I’m sorry, Roscoe. I was going to cover a few points before I turn it 

over to you. My apologies. I will turn it back over to Roscoe in just a few 

moments. But just in general, the budget and budget narrative should provide 

a general description of how the proposed budget and sub-awardee budgets 

support the administrative and programmatic activities necessary to manage 

the program and to accomplish the proposed activities. 

 

 Applicants should include in their budget the attendance, including 

transportation and lodging, to a two-day grantee conference for at least three 

key staff persons including the project director, in the Washington D.C. metro 

area in 2017, and the attendance of the project director to two two-day 

meetings in the Washington D.C. metro area in 2016 and 2018. 
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 A little bit about the application formatting. The formatting should include - 

applications must be submitted electronically unless a written exemption has 

been granted by the director of the HHS OASH Office of Grants 

Management. 

 

 Project narratives must not exceed 35 double-spaced pages. 11.5 by 11 paper 

size should be used, with 1 inch margins on all sides, and not less than 12 

point font. All pages should be numbered. At this time, I would like to turn 

things over to Roscoe Brunson, Senior Grants Management Specialist in the 

Office of Grants Management. 

 

Roscoe Brunson: Thank you, Victor. And good afternoon, everyone. I’d like to begin by briefly 

reviewing the budget requirements and funding restrictions for your 

application submission. 

 

 Applicants are required to submit a combined multi-year budget narrative as 

well as a detailed budget narrative for each year of the potential grant. 

Applicants should develop a multi-year budget based on level funding for 

each budget period in which the funding amount is the same as an initial year 

of funding. 

 

 The applicant’s detailed budget narrative should clearly identify how the total 

amount requested for all categories - personnel, fringe, travel, contractual, et 

cetera - were determined. The budget narrative should be detailed, reasonable, 

adequate, cost efficient, and in line with the proposed work plan. 

 

 Sufficient details should be provided so that the reviewer is able to determine 

the adequacy and appropriateness of budgeted items related to the proposed 

activities. From the detailed budget narrative, the reviewer needs to be able to 

assess how the budget relates directly to the goals and objectives in the 
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proposed work plan. The budget narrative does not count towards your 

application’s page limit. 

 

 Matching funds are required for this program to meet cost sharing 

requirements for institutions of higher education funded under category one 

only. If applicable, the applicant must describe the matching funds, how, and 

show that they will be used to support the program during each budget period. 

The federal and non-federal budget amounts must be separated within the 

budget. 

 

 From the detailed budget and the budget narrative justification, the reviewer 

should be able to assess how the budget relates directly to the goals and 

objectives of the project. The following level of detail should be provided. 

 

 Personnel and fringe benefits. Identify each staff position by name and your 

salary and percentage of time allocated to the project. Itemize the components 

that comprise the fringe rate. For travel, identify the purpose of the travel to 

include dates, location, names of conferences, and training if available. For 

equipment, list only individual equipment items here with a market value of 

$5,000 per individual item. 

 

 Supplies. Categorize supplies according to type such as office supplies, 

training material, et cetera. (Contractual) list all sub-recipient, delegate 

agencies, and all contract providers and the amount of federal funds and non-

federal resources to be allocated to each here. 

 

 Other. Item all cost in this category and explain each in detail. Our reviewer 

must determine must determine whether each cost is allowable. Indirect - this 

indirect cost, if applicable. And then give the grand total at the bottom. 
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 Funding restrictions. To claim indirect reimbursement, all applicants must 

have an approved indirect rate agreement or cost allocation plan. If an 

applicant or subcontractor has no approved indirect rate agreement, they may 

submit a budget requesting up to 10% indirect reimbursement as part of their 

budget. 

 

 Any nonfederal entity, including nonprofits that have never had a negotiated, 

indirect cost rate, may use a rate of 10% total direct cost. This will allow very 

small entities to recover 10% from the federal government to share in the cost 

of operation. 

 

 Pre-award costs are those costs incurred prior to the effective date of award 

directly pursuant to the negotiation of and in anticipation of the award, and is 

not allowable. Salary limitation according to the further continuation 

appropriation act of 2015 is $183,300, expected January 11 of this year. 

 

 Not listed here, but it’s previously mentioned by Cassandra - no more than 

10% of the budget may be allocated for evaluation activities. At this time, I’ll 

turn the presentation over to Cassandra - or back over to Victor. 

 

Victor Medrano: Thank you, Roscoe. Application submission instructions. This slide lists the 

forms that are required for submission with the application. And these are 

certainly some of the forms that are required for all applications submitted to 

the federal government. So please ensure that all of these are submitted with 

your application. 

 

 Recipient deadlines. Applicants are required to submit their applications 

electronically unless they have received an exemption from the Director of the 

Office of Grants Management. 
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 Please complete all required forms located in the application package that can 

be found through the online system or via request for a hard copy application 

only after obtaining written exemption 48 hours in advance of the due date 

from the Director of the HHS OASH Office of Grants Management. 

 

 Electronic submission. Applicants can obtain applications at grants.gov and 

the link listed here. And anyone having problems obtaining an application or 

downloading can contact the Grants Operation Center at the phone number 

and email listed in this slide. 

 

 Electronic submission considerations. Applications will not be considered 

valid until all electronic application components are received according to the 

deadlines as discussed. Application submissions that do not adhere to the due 

date and time requirements will be considered late and will not be deemed 

ineligible. 

 

 To ensure adequate time to successfully submit the application, we 

recommend applicants register immediately in grants.gov, since the 

registration process can take up to one month. Do not wait until the last day, 

in the event that you will encounter technical difficulties either on your end or 

with grants.gov. 

 

 The application tracking form. On completion of a successful electronic 

application submission via the grants.gov Web site portal, the applicant will 

be provided with a confirmation page on grants.gov indicating the date and 

time - Eastern Time - of the electronic application submission as well as a 

grants.gov recipient number or receipt number. 

 



NWX-OS-OGC-RKVL  
Moderator: Cassandra Chess 

03-24-15/12:00 pm CT 
Confirmation # 2018057 

Page 28 

 All applications submitted via grants.gov will be validated by grants.gov. 

Please keep in problem that a validation may take up to two business days. 

And you will receive a notice via email once it is validated. 

 

 In regard to application responsiveness criteria. Applications will be reviewed 

to determine whether they meet the responsiveness criteria which are 

identified in the following slides. Those that do not will be administratively 

eliminated from the competition and will not be reviewed. All eligible 

applicants must include a letter from the authorized representative stating that 

the applicant is authorized to apply on behalf of the specified state or tribe. 

 

 Only one application per state or tribe is allowed. If more than one application 

is submitted from an individual state or tribe, all applications from that entity 

will be deemed unresponsive and will not be reviewed for funding 

competition. 

 

 All applicants for category three must include a partnership with the state 

attorney general’s office or a functional equivalent for tribes to assist in 

providing services for pregnant women who are victims of domestic violence, 

sexual violence, sexual assault, and stalking. 

 

 Applicants requesting funding for category three must include a memorandum 

of understanding or a letter of commitment from the state attorney’s general, 

or a functional equivalent for tribes in their application. 

 

 Application screening criteria. Applications will be screened. And any 

application that fails to meet the screening criteria described below will not be 

reviewed and will receive no further consideration if they do not meet the 

criteria. 
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 Applications must be submitted electronically unless a waiver has been 

granted, by 5:00 pm Eastern Time on May 18, 2015. Project narrative section 

must be double-spaced or equivalent of 8.5 by 11 page size with 1 inch 

margins on all sides and font not less than 12 point. All pages should be 

clearly numbered. Project narrative must not exceed 35 double-spaced pages. 

And the appendixes must not exceed 65 pages. 

 

 Scoring criteria. Eligible competing grant applications will be reviewed by a 

multi-disciplinary panel comprised of independent reviewers and federal staff, 

and subsequently reviewed by OAH staff. Applications will be assessed and 

scored by a panel of independent reviewers, including the criteria listed on 

this table. 

 

 Award notices. Each applicant will be notified by letter of the final outcome. 

The official document notifying an applicant that the project application has 

been approved for funding is the notice of award. The NOA specifies to the 

grantee that they have been funded. 

 

 The OAH applicant Webinar. Today’s presentation, including the recording, 

will be posted on the OAH Web site for your reference. In addition to the 

slides, there will also be a transcription that will be a part of the posting. 

 

 And frequently asked questions will also be available, which already exists on 

the Web site. However, any new and additional questions that come out from 

this particular Webinar will be added to that list, so it will be updated. Please 

expect that list to be updated within a couple of days after this particular 

Webinar. 

 

 Agency contacts. This slide lists the two agency contacts for this funding 

announcement. If there are any questions about the budget or the budget 
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narrative, those should be referred to Roscoe Brunson. And any questions 

about program requirements should be submitted to be, Victor Medrano. You 

see my telephone number and email address there. 

 

 I want to thank you for your time this afternoon. This concludes our 

presentation portion of the Webinar. Now we would like to open up the lines 

for any questions that you might have. And hopefully we’ll be able to provide 

some answers for you. 

 

 Please keep in mind, again, we will not be able to provide responses to any 

particular individual application. Tony, if you could please open up the lines 

for our Q&A. 

 

Coordinator: Absolutely. We’ll now begin the question and answer portion. If you’d like to 

ask a question, just press Star then 1 from your touchtone telephone. 

Remember to make sure your phone is unmated, and record your name clearly 

when prompted. One moment for our first question. And again, that’s Star 

then 1 to ask a question. 

 

Cassandra Chess: Tony, we do have one question that came in online. Okay. And the question 

is, are only state agencies eligible for this grant? Can a 501-C3 nonprofit 

corporation apply for this grant? 

 

Roscoe Brunson: As mentioned in the funding opportunity announcement, (unintelligible) and 

tribal entities are only eligible to apply if this particular organization has the 

authority to submit an application on behalf of the state, then that organization 

would know that. Then in that instance, that agency would be able to apply on 

behalf of the state. Again, they must have authorization on behalf of the state 

to apply or submit an application as a state agency. 
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Cassandra Chess: Thank you, Roscoe. No other questions, Tony? Okay. And no other additional 

questions have come in online. So with that, that concludes our call for today. 

And as Victor said, we thank you for your time and attention today. 

 

Coordinator: We’ve actually just had one question enter the queue. 

 

Cassandra Chess: Oh, okay. 

 

Coordinator: Our question is from (Sarah Fennell). Your line is open. 

 

(Sarah Fennell): Yes. Can you explain a little bit more about what material needs to be 

medically accurate? Is that like, screening tools? Like can you give some 

other examples, please? 

 

Victor Medrano: Technically speaking, they’re required of any of the resources that you might 

be using. But more specifically, where the resource that you might be using 

that may contain data or information that needs to be assessed medically 

accurate. We allow the entity - in this case the state or tribe - to determine the 

process in which they will assess those. 

 

 If there is a question by a recipient in regards to whether a particular resource 

or tool or video or program - if there’s a question there, then the recipient 

should engage the Office of Adolescent Health in determining whether they 

should look at that and more specifically go through medical accuracy review. 

 

 But the office allows the state to determine or to look at those resources and 

make that determination. However, the Office of Adolescent Health is here to 

assist in that as well. 

 

(Sarah Fennell): Okay. Thank you. 
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Coordinator: I’m showing no other questions in queue. 

 

Victor Medrano: Well again, thank you very, very much for your time. Should there be other 

questions that arise after the participants have disengaged, say either today or 

tomorrow or even next week - you know, you have our contacts within the 

funding opportunity announcement. 

 

 Please address them to the appropriate person, although Mr. Brunson and 

myself communicate on a regular basis when questions come in so that we are 

both aware that the questions have been raised, and then we provide a 

response. 

 

 So again, thank you for your time. And have a wonderful afternoon. And we 

look forward for those of you who plan to apply for our funding opportunity 

announcement. Thank you. 

 

Coordinator: Thank you for your participation in today’s call. You may now disconnect. 

 

 

END 


