Authorities for OAH

Office of Adolescent Health (OAH)

Section 1708 of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC § 300u-7), enacted in 1992, authorized
the establishment of an Office of Adolescent Health within the Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Health.

Funds were first appropriated for the Office of Adolescent Health in fiscal year FY2010 through
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-117). Resources were provided to
establish the office due to concerns about the historic lack of funding and focus on the
significant unmet, often interrelated health needs of adolescents and the fact that health
problems that emerge during adolescence have important consequences for adult morbidity
and mortality. OAH was assigned the tasks of coordinating efforts among HHS agencies to
reduce health risk exposure and behaviors among adolescents and to support health promotion
and disease prevention among adolescents. OAH was also asked to implement a new initiative
to support evidence-based teen pregnancy prevention approaches.

Teen Pregnancy Prevention (TPP) Program

The President’s budget for FY 2010 proposed a new TPP initiative to address the high teen
pregnancy rates by replicating evidence-based models and testing innovative strategies. On
December 16, 2009, the President signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010 (Public
Law 111-117). Division D, Title Il of the Act provided $110,000,000 for making competitive
contracts and grants to public and private entities to fund medically accurate and age
appropriate programs that reduce teenage pregnancy and for the federal costs associated with
administering and evaluating such contracts and grants. The statute stated that of the funds
made available, “(a) not less than $75,000,000 shall be for funding the replication of programs
that have been proven effective through rigorous evaluation to reduce teenage pregnancy,
behavioral risk factors underlying teenage pregnancy, or other associated risk factors; and (b)
not less than $25,000,000 shall be for funding for research and demonstration grants to
develop, replicate, refine, and test additional models and innovative strategies for preventing
teenage pregnancy. The remaining amounts are available for training and technical assistance,
evaluation, outreach, and additional program support activities.” The Act also provided
through Section 241 of the Public Health Service Act, funding to evaluate teen pregnancy
prevention approaches.

The accompanying Senate committee report (S. Report. 111-66) directed the newly established
OAH to administer the program in collaboration with the Administration on Children and
Families, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and other appropriate U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) offices and operating divisions. The program
was funded within the Office of the Secretary to highlight the urgent need to reduce teen
pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases among adolescents.
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Subsequent appropriations for FY 2011 (Public Law 112-10) and FY 2012 (Public Law 112-74)
provide continued level funding for the TPP program grants, with reduced levels for program
support.

Pregnancy Assistance Fund (PAF)

Sections 10211-10214 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148)
authorizes the Secretary of HHS to establish and administer the PAF for the purpose of
awarding competitive grants to states and tribes to assist pregnant and parenting teens and
women. The Act, codified at 42 U.S.C. § 18202, appropriates $25 million for each of fiscal years
2010-2019 for the PAF.




TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

§ 300u-7. Office of Adolescent Health

(a) In general

There is established an Office of Adolescent
Health within the Office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Health, which office! shall be headed
by a director! appointed by the Secretary. The
Secretary shall carry out this section acting
through the Director of such Office.

(b) Duties

With respect to adolescent health, the Sec-
retary shall—

(1) coordinate all activities within the De-
partment of Health and Human Services that
relate to disease prevention, health pro-
motion, preventive health services, and health
information and education with respect to the
appropriate use of health care, including co-
ordinating—

(A) the design of programs, support for
programs, and the evaluation of programs;

(B) the monitoring of trends;

(C) projects of research (including multi-
disciplinary projects) on adolescent health;
and

(D) the training of health providers who
work with adolescents, particularly nurse
practitioners, physician assistants, and so-
cial workers;

(2) coordinate the activities described in
paragraph (1) with similar activities in the
private sector; and

(3) support projects, conduct research, and
disseminate information relating to preven-
tive medicine, health promotion, and physical
fitness and sports medicine.

(c) Certain demonstration projects
(1) In general

In carrying out subsection (b)(3) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary may make grants to carry
out demonstration projects for the purpose of
improving adolescent health, including proj-
ects to train health care providers in provid-
ing services to adolescents and projects to re-
duce the incidence of violence among adoles-
cents, particularly among minority males.

(2) Authorization of appropriations

For the purpose of carrying out paragraph
(1), there are authorized to be appropriated
$5,000,000 for fiscal year 1993, and such sums as
may be necessary for each of the fiscal years
1994 through 1997.

(d) Information clearinghouse

In carrying out subsection (b) of this section,
the Secretary shall establish and maintain a Na-
tional Information Clearinghouse on Adolescent
Health to collect and disseminate to health pro-
fessionals and the general public information on
adolescent health.

380 in original. Probably should be *‘paragraph (1)".
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(e) National plan

In carrying out subsection (b) of this section,
the Secretary shall develop a national plan for
improving adolescent health. The plan shall be
consistent with the applicable objectives estab-
lished by the Secretary for the health status of
the people of the United States for the year 2000,
and shall be periodically reviewed, and as appro-
priate, revised. The plan, and any revisions in
the plan, shall be submitted to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Labor and
Human Resources of the Senate.

(f) Adolescent health

For purposes of this section, the term ‘‘adoles-
cent health’, with respect to adolescents of all
ethnic and racial groups, means all diseases, dis-
orders, and conditions (including with respect to
mental health)—

(1) unique to adolescents, or more serious or
more prevalent in adolescents;

(2) for which the factors of medical risk or
types of medical intervention are different for
adolescents, or for which it is unknown wheth-
er such factors or types are different for ado-
lescents; or

(3) with respect to which there has been in-
sufficient clinical research involving adoles-
cents as subjects or insufficient clinical data
on adolescents.

(July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title XVII, §1708, as added
Pub. L. 102-531, title III, §302, Oct. 27, 1992, 106
Stat. 3483.)

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 300u-7, act July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title
XVII, §1708, as added Nov. 10, 1978, Pub. L. 95-626, title
V, §502, 92 Stat. 3594; amended July 10, 1979, Pub. L.
96-32, §6(1). 93 Stat. 84, related to project grants for
physical fitness improvement and research projects,
prior to repeal by Pub. L. 98-551, §2(c), Oct. 30, 1984, 98
Stat. 2816.

CHANGE OF NAME

Committee on Labor and Human Resources of Senate
changed to Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions of Senate by Senate Resolution No. 20,
One Hundred Sixth Congress, Jan. 19, 1999.

Committee on Energy and Commerce of House of
Representatives treated as referring to Committee on
Commerce of House of Representatives by section 1(a)
of Pub. L. 104-14, set out as a note preceding section 21
of Title 2, The Congress. Committee on Commerce of
House of Representatives changed to Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce of House of Representatives, and
jurisdiction over matters relating to securities and ex-
changes and insurance generally transferred to Com-
mittee on Financial Services of House of Representa-
tives by House Resolution No. 5, One Hundred Seventh
Congress, Jan. 3, 2001.



TITLE 42—THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND WELFARE

§18202. Establishment of Pregnancy Assistance
Fund

(a) In general

The Secretary, in collaboration and coordina-
tion with the Secretary of Education (as appro-
priate), shall establish a Pregnancy Assistance
Fund to be administered by the Secretary, for
the purpose of awarding competitive grants to
States to assist pregnant and parenting teens
and women.

(b) Use of Fund

A State may apply for a grant under sub-
section (a) to carry out any activities provided
for in section 18203 of this title.

(c) Applications

To be eligible to receive a grant under sub-
section (a), a State shall submit to the Sec-
retary an application at such time, in such man-
ner, and containing such information as the Sec-
retary may require, including a description of
the purposes for which the grant is being re-
quested and the designation of a State agency
for receipt and administration of funding re-
ceived under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 111-148, title X, §10212, Mar. 23, 2010, 124
Stat. 932.)

§ 18203. Permissible uses of Fund
(a) In general

A State shall use amounts received under a
grant under section 18202 of this title for the
purposes described in this section to assist preg-
nant and parenting teens and women.
(b) Institutions of higher education

(1) In general

A State may use amounts received under a
grant under section 18202 of this title to make
funding available to eligible institutions of
higher education to enable the eligible institu-
tions to establish, maintain, or operate preg-
nant and parenting student services. Such
funding shall be used to supplement, not sup-
plant, existing funding for such services.

(2) Application

An eligible institution of higher education
that desires to receive funding under this sub-
section shall submit an application to the des-
ignated State agency at such time, in such
manner, and containing such information as
the State agency may require.

(3) Matching requirement

An eligible institution of higher education
that receives funding under this subsection
shall contribute to the conduct of the preg-
nant and parenting student services office sup-
ported by the funding an amount from non-
Federal funds equal to 25 percent of the
amount of the funding provided. The non-Fed-
eral share may be in cash or in-kind, fairly
evaluated, including services, facilities, sup-
plies, or equipment.

(4) Use of funds for assisting pregnant and
parenting college students

An eligible institution of higher education
that receives funding under this subsection

shall use such funds to establish, maintain or
operate pregnant and parenting student serv-
ices and may use such funding for the follow-
ing programs and activities:
(A) Conduct a needs assessment on campus
and within the local community—

(i) to assess pregnancy and parenting re-
sources, located on the campus or within
the local community, that are available to
meet the needs described in subparagraph
(B): and

(ii) to set goals for—

(I) improving such resources for preg-
nant, parenting, and prospective parent-
ing students; and

(IT) improving access to such re-
sources.

(B) Annually assess the performance of the
eligible institution in meeting the following
needs of students enrolled in the eligible in-
stitution who are pregnant or are parents:

(i) The inclusion of maternity coverage
and the availability of riders for additional
family members in student health care.

(ii) Family housing.

(iii) Child care.

(iv) Flexible or alternative academic
scheduling, such as telecommuting pro-
grams, to enable pregnant or parenting
students to continue their education or
stay in school.

(v) Education to improve parenting
skills for mothers and fathers and to
strengthen marriages.

(vi) Maternity and baby clothing, baby
food (including formula), baby furniture,
and similar items to assist parents and
prospective parents in meeting the mate-
rial needs of their children.

(vii) Post-partum counseling.

(C) Identify public and private service pro-
viders, located on the campus of the eligible
institution or within the local community,
that are qualified to meet the needs de-
scribed in subparagraph (B), and establishes?
programs with qualified providers to meet
such needs.

(D) Assist pregnant and parenting stu-
dents, fathers or spouses in locating and ob-
taining services that meet the needs de-
scribed in subparagraph (B).

(E) If appropriate, provide referrals for
prenatal care and delivery, infant or foster
care, or adoption, to a student who requests
such information. An office shall make such
referrals only to service providers that serve
the following types of individuals:

(i) Parents.

(ii) Prospective parents awaiting adop-
tion.

(iii) Women who are pregnant and plan
on parenting or placing the child for adop-
tion.

(iv) Parenting or prospective parenting
couples.

(5) Reporting
(A) Annual report by institutions
(i) In general

For each fiscal year that an eligible in-



stitution of higher education receives
funds under this subsection, the eligible
institution shall prepare and submit to the
State, by the date determined by the
State, a report that—

(I) itemizes the pregnant and parenting
student services office’s expenditures for
the fiscal year;

(II) contains a review and evaluation of
the performance of the office in fulfilling
the requirements of this section, using
the specific performance criteria or
standards established under subpara-
graph (B)(i); and

(ITI) describes the achievement of the
office in meeting the needs listed in
paragraph (4)(B) of the students served
by the eligible institution, and the fre-
quency of use of the office by such stu-
dents.

(ii) Performance criteria

Not later than 180 days before the date
the annual report described in clause (i) is
submitted, the State—

(I) shall identify the specific perform-
ance criteria or standards that shall be
used to prepare the report; and

(IT) may establish the form or format
of the report.

(B) Report by State

The State shall annually prepare and sub-
mit a report on the findings under this sub-
section, including the number of eligible in-
stitutions of higher education that were
awarded funds and the number of students
served by each pregnant and parenting stu-
dent services office receiving funds under
this section, to the Secretary.

(c) Support for pregnant and parenting teens

A State may use amounts received under a
grant under section 18202 of this title to make
funding available to eligible high schools and
community service centers to establish, main-
tain or operate pregnant and parenting services
in the same general manner and in accordance
with all conditions and requirements described
in subsection (b), except that paragraph (3) of
such subsection shall not apply for purposes of
this subsection.

(d) Improving services for pregnant women who
are victims of domestic violence, sexual vio-
lence, sexual assault, and stalking

(1) In general

A State may use amounts received under a
grant under section 18202 of this title to make
funding available tp2 its State Attorney Gen-
eral to assist Statewide offices in providing—

(A) intervention services, accompaniment,
and supportive social services for eligible
pregnant women who are victims of domes-
tic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault,
or stalking.

(B) technical assistance and training (as
described in subsection (c¢)) relating to vio-
lence against eligible pregnant women to be
made available to the following:

(i) Federal, State, tribal, territorial, and
local governments, law enforcement agen-
cies, and courts.
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(ii) Professionals working in legal, social
service, and health care settings.
(iii) Nonprofit organizations.
(iv) Faith-based organizations.
(2) Eligibility
To be eligible for a grant under paragraph
(1), a State Attorney General shall submit an
application to the designated State agency at
such time, in such manner, and containing
such information, as specified by the State.

(3) Technical assistance and training described

For purposes of paragraph (1)(B), technical
assistance and training is—

(A) the identification of eligible pregnant
women experiencing domestic violence, sex-
ual violence, sexual assault, or stalking:

(B) the assessment of the immediate and
short-term safety of such a pregnant woman,
the evaluation of the impact of the violence
or stalking on the pregnant woman’s health,
and the assistance of the pregnant woman in
developing a plan aimed at preventing fur-
ther domestic violence, sexual violence, sex-
ual assault, or stalking, as appropriate;

(C) the maintenance of complete medical
or forensic records that include the docu-
mentation of any examination, treatment
given, and referrals made, recording the lo-
cation and nature of the pregnant woman’'s
injuries, and the establishment of mecha-
nisms to ensure the privacy and confiden-
tiality of those medical records; and

(D) the identification and referral of the
pregnant woman to appropriate public and
private nonprofit entities that provide inter-
vention services, accompaniment, and sup-
portive social services.

(4) Eligible pregnant woman

In this subsection, the term ‘‘eligible preg-
nant woman’’ means any woman who is preg-
nant on the date on which such woman be-
comes a victim of domestic violence, sexual
violence, sexual assault, or stalking or who
was pregnant during the one-year period be-
fore such date.

(e) Public awareness and education

A State may use amounts received under a
grant under section 18202 of this title to make
funding available to increase public awareness
and education concerning any services available
to pregnant and parenting teens and women
under this chapter, or any other resources avail-
able to pregnant and parenting women in keep-
ing with the intent and purposes of this chapter.
The State shall be responsible for setting guide-
lines or limits as to how much of funding may
be utilized for public awareness and education in
any funding award.

(Pub. L. 111-148, title X, §10213, Mar. 23, 2010, 124
Stat. 932.)

§ 18204. Appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated, and
there are appropriated, $25,000,000 for each of fis-
cal years 2010 through 2019, to carry out this
chapter.

(Pub. L. 111-148, title X, §10214, Mar. 23, 2010, 124
Stat. 935.)
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