
Authorities for OAH 

Office of Adolescent Health (OAH) 
Section 1708 of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC § 300u-7), enacted in 1992, authorized 
the establishment of an Office of Adolescent Health within the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Health.   

Funds were first appropriated for the Office of Adolescent Health in fiscal year FY2010 through 
the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010 (Public Law 111-117).  Resources were provided to 
establish the office due to concerns about the historic lack of funding and focus on the 
significant unmet, often interrelated health needs of adolescents and the fact that health 
problems that emerge during adolescence have important consequences for adult morbidity 
and mortality.  OAH was assigned the tasks of coordinating efforts among HHS agencies to 
reduce health risk exposure and behaviors among adolescents and to support health promotion 
and disease prevention among adolescents.  OAH was also asked to implement a new initiative 
to support evidence-based teen pregnancy prevention approaches.  

Teen Pregnancy Prevention (TPP) Program 
The President’s budget for FY 2010 proposed a new TPP initiative to address the high teen 
pregnancy rates by replicating evidence-based models and testing innovative strategies.  On 
December 16, 2009, the President signed the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2010 (Public 
Law 111-117).  Division D, Title II of the Act provided $110,000,000 for making competitive 
contracts and grants to public and private entities to fund medically accurate and age 
appropriate programs that reduce teenage pregnancy and for the federal costs associated with 
administering and evaluating such contracts and grants.  The statute stated that of the funds 
made available, “(a) not less than $75,000,000 shall be for funding the replication of programs 
that have been proven effective through rigorous evaluation to reduce teenage pregnancy, 
behavioral risk factors underlying teenage pregnancy, or other associated risk factors; and (b) 
not less than $25,000,000 shall be for funding for research and demonstration grants to 
develop, replicate, refine, and test additional models and innovative strategies for preventing 
teenage pregnancy.  The remaining amounts are available for training and technical assistance, 
evaluation, outreach, and additional program support activities.”  The Act also provided 
through Section 241 of the Public Health Service Act, funding to evaluate teen pregnancy 
prevention approaches.  

The accompanying Senate committee report (S. Report. 111-66) directed the newly established 
OAH to administer the program in collaboration with the Administration on Children and 
Families, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and other appropriate U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) offices and operating divisions.  The program 
was funded within the Office of the Secretary to highlight the urgent need to reduce teen 
pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases among adolescents. 
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Subsequent appropriations for FY 2011 (Public Law 112-10) and FY 2012 (Public Law 112-74) 
provide continued level funding for the TPP program grants, with reduced levels for program 
support.   

Pregnancy Assistance Fund (PAF) 
Sections 10211-10214 of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (Public Law 111-148) 
authorizes the Secretary of HHS to establish and administer the PAF for the purpose of 
awarding competitive grants to states and tribes to assist pregnant and parenting teens and 
women.  The Act, codified at 42 U.S.C. § 18202, appropriates $25 million for each of fiscal years 
2010–2019 for the PAF.  










