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In the Case of, 1 DATE, February 9, 2004 
1 

Social Security Administration, ) 
1 

Peti tioner,	 1 elv. Rem. Dkt. No. C-Ol-453 
1 App. Div. Dkt. No. A-04-03 

• v. -	 1 
1 

clara sloan, 1
 
1
 

Respondent.
 '. __________11 

RECOMMENDED DECISION TO DECLINE REVIEW OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE DECISION 

This case is before the Board on a notice of appeal filed by the 
ReGpondent, clara Sloan, challenging the decision issued by 
Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Alfonso J. Montano in S09jal 
Security Administration y, Clara Sloan, CRIOBI (2003). In his 
September 10, 2003 decision, the ALJ affirmed the civil money 
penalty (CMP)of $35,000 proposed by the Social Security 
Administration Inspector	 General (I.G.)pursuant to section 1129 
of the social Security Act (Act). 

The regulations governing appea1e to the Board in cases brought 
under section 1129 provide that the Board ~will limit its review 
to whether the ALJ'~ initial decision is supported by substantial 
evidence on the whole record or contained an error of law. N 20 
C.P.R. § <l98.221(i). If it decidea that further proceedings 
before the ALJ are unnecessary, the Board must issue a 
recommended decision to decline review or affirm, increase, 
reduce, or reverse the penalty or assessment determined by the 
ALJ. 20 C.P.R. § <l98.221(h). 
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The Board consioered each of the contentio~s ~de by Ms. Sloan in 
the briefs acco~anying lta notice oC appeal. The Board aloo 
examined the eVIdence relevant to tne Issues raised. However. 
applying the dppropriate standard of reVIew, the Board found no 
basis to dJsturb the ALJ'8 factudl findIngs or legal conclusions. 
Consequently. the Board issues this recommended decision to 
decline revlew of the ALJ'8 September 10, 2003 decision. 

When the Board recommend~ declining review, the ALJ'a decision 
becomes, in e[rect, the recommended dec18ion of the Board. The 
Board's reco~~ended decision becomes the fjnal decision of the 
Commissioner of the Social Security ~dnuniBtration unless it is 
reversed or modified by the Commis5ioner within 60 days after it 
i8 served on the partiell. !'>ee 20 C.F.R. 5 499.:n:Ha). It the 
Comni89io~er does noL reverse or modlty the recommended decision, 
the Bc~rd will serve a copy of the Commi88ioncr'~ final decillion 
on the parties. If the CommdssioneI reverge~ or modifiell the 
recornrr~nded decision, the Commissioner shall serve Mil. Sloan with 
a copy of the tinal deC1l1ion. 

ApDei'! Right:; 

MS. Slo"-" may se",k judiclill review o! LlJe CommiS:Honer's final 
deCision by filing 11 petition for judicisl review in the United 
StateQ Court of Appeals tor the C1rcuit in which the person 
resides or where the false staten:ent or representation wae made. 
~ section 1129(d) (1) of the Act and 20 C.P.R. S 498.222(C'l (1). 
The petillon must be fjled withln &0 days after MS. Sloan ill 
served with a copy of the Co~ssloner'lI oec1910n. If II petit10n 
tor ju~icilll review j8 t11ed, a copy of the tiled petition ~lIt 

be ~ent by certif~ed ~il, return receipt reque~ted, to SSA'II 
General Counsel at the following "-ddress: 

Social Security Admln18tration 
Office of General Counsel 
Altmeyer Building 
6401 Security Boulevard, Room 6)~, 

Btlltimore, MD 212)5. 
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.s.u section 1129. (d) ell of t.he Act; 20 C.P.R. § 498.222(c) (2). 
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AJ-VUlJijf-~ 
Oonald F. Gk~t.t 
Presiding Bo.ard Member 
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