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Re: Response to the Council’s Request for Comments
Dear Secretary Sebelius and Distinguished Council Members:

Pfizer commends the Federal Coordinating Council’s (FCC) commitment to transparency
and public engagement by calling for stakeholder input on national priorities for
comparative effectiveness research (CER), the types of investments that should be
made in CER infrastructure, and the criteria that should be used to evaluate these
different investment options.

Pfizer is the world's largest research-based biomedical and pharmaceutical company.
We want to ensure that people everywhere have access to innovative medicines and
quality healthcare by working in partnership with all stakeholders, such as patients,
healthcare providers, managed care organizations, government bodies and non-
governmental organizations. Pfizer supports scientifically sound research by sponsors,
both private and public, to better compare the effectiveness of medical interventions,
including pharmaceuticals.

Our objectives here are to: 1) emphasize the importance of developing a national
priority-setting framework for CER and the key components to include in such a
framework, 2) recommend an emphasis on further development of evidence-based
methodological standards to guide the conduct and evaluation of CER, and 3) highlight
important considerations in translating and disseminating CER findings effectively.

Developing a Priority-Setting Framework

We understand that Congress mandated the Council to prioritize and coordinate Federal
efforts in CER. In order for the Council to fulfill this mandate effectively, we believe it is






