HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (MM/DD/YYYY):  12/01/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
 ASAM/OS

Title of System or Information Collection:  Grants.gov

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified?  New System

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number: 009-99-01-99-01-0016-24-205-080

System of Records Number: N/A

OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date: OMB SF424 Approval No. 0348-0043 and 09/2006 

Other Identifying Number(s): N/A

Description

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

The objective of Grants.Gov is to produce a simple, unified “Storefront” for all customers of Federal grants to electronically find opportunities, apply, and manage grants.   Applications received by Grants.gov will be transmitted to the appropriate grantor agency for further processing.   It is one of the 24 e-Gov initiatives selected by the President’s Management Council for implementation under the President’s Management Agenda.  The Legislative authority is provided under Government Paperwork Elimination Act (GPEA), P. L. 105-277.

2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort.

Grants.gov will not collect any personal information from the general public.  The public can browse, search and download grant applications without providing any personal information.   Only individuals acting as an Authorized Organization Representative (AOR) of an applicant organization will be required to register their name, phone number, business mailing address and email address in order to submit applications on behalf of the organization.  

3.   Explain why the information is being collected.

This information will be used to validate the authority of an AOR to submit applications on behalf of their organization and also facilitate their communication with Grants.gov.

4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information.

Grants.gov will not share user information with anyone except grantor agencies.  The applications and related files submitted by grant applicants will be transmitted by Grants.gov to respective funding agencies who will maintain the authoritative copy of all applications.

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared.

AORs will perform a one-time registration on Grants.gov web site indicating their name, email address and phone number.  The web site indicates that this information is required only from those who wish to submit a grant application and this collection of information is done on an organizational basis.   The information is required from organizations who wish to submit grant applications and it will not be shared with anyone except grantor agencies.

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998)

There is no content on Grants.gov directed towards children under 13 and no information will be collected from them. 

7. Describe how the information will be secured.

Grants.gov will follow all government approved data security policies to ensure only authorized users have access to application data and files.  This includes but is not limited to transmission of data over secure channels, principle of least privilege for both users and operators, and secure web site hosting facilities.

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected.

Grants.gov will retain files for 60 days after closure of the solicitation.  Agencies will retain the authoritative copy and be responsible for retention and disposal.

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained.

No system of records is being created under Grants.gov. 
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