HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (MM/DD/YYYY): 11/28/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (IRMO)

Title of System or Information Collection:  Specimen Tracking and Results Reporting System (STARRS)

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified?  New

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number: N/A

System of Records Number:
N/A

OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date:

Other Identifying Number(s):

Description – (If answer to question 7 on the worksheet is no, complete 1 and 2, then submit)

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

The anthrax events in the fall of 2001 clearly brought into focus the difficulties that investigators experienced in rapidly associating laboratory test results with other clinical and environmental data.  This deficiency resulted from inconsistent numbering of specimens and an inability to link data when re-associating multiple data components with a specific source, thus impacting response efforts of epidemiologists and other public health officials in rendering prevention and intervention schemes.  Though more apparent during the anthrax events, CDC has long experienced difficulty in rapidly associating data generated from multiple sources for a specimen and has, on occasion, experienced difficulty in locating specimens.
Specimen Tracking and Results Reporting System (STARRS) will address the imminent need to consistently and unambiguously track specimens received and tested at the CDC.  The major goal of this system is to provide a central portal for CDC investigators to link specimen data received or generated from multiple sites, including but not limited to field investigations, internal laboratories, state health departments, contract laboratories, and other public health partners.  
2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort. (If the answer to question 7 is no, insert – This system does not collect personally identifiable information.)

This system does not collect personally identifiable information

3.   Explain why the information is being collected.

4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information.

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared.

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998)

7.   Describe how the information will be secured.

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected.

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained.

Endorse
Endorse
Approve

Betsy S. Dunaway
James D. Seligman                       Julie Louise Gerberding, MD, MPH

CDC Privacy Officer
CDC, CIO                                     CDC, Director

Date 12/01/2003
Date: 12/01/2003                          Date: ____________

PIA-HHS-Form-20031022

