HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (MM/DD/YYYY): 11/21/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
CDC

Title of System or Information Collection: National Environmental Public Health Tracking Network (NEPHTN)

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified? New

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number: 009-20-01-21-01-1070-00

System of Records Number: N/A

OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date:  N/A

Other Identifying Number(s):  N/A

Description – (If answer to question 7 on the worksheet is no, complete 1 and 2, then submit)

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

In January 2001, the Pew Environmental Health Commission, chaired by former Senator Lowell Weicker, Jr., issued a report entitled America’s Environmental Health Gap: Why the Country Needs a Nationwide Health Tracking Network. In this report, the Commission documented that the existing environmental health system was inadequate and fragmented and recommended a “Nationwide Health Tracking Network for disease and exposures”. Surveys conducted by the Pew Commission in the 50 states and selected local jurisdictions found that most have virtually no capacity for environmental health tracking. As a result, fundamental information about community health status and environmental exposures is not available. The Commission survey also determined that the information that is tracked is often not usable for disease prevention, policy, and scientific purposes. For example, state data commonly lack enough samples from defined geographical areas within the states to make it possible to characterize health hazards, exposures, and health outcomes at the local level. Congress responded by appropriating $17.5 million in the fiscal year 2002 budget for the CDC to begin “development and implementation of a nationwide environmental public health tracking network and capacity development in environmental health in state and local health departments”.

CDC’s goal for the NEPHTN is to develop a tracking network that integrates data about environmental hazards and exposures with data about health effects that are possibly linked to the environment.  By linking environmental and health data on the state and national level we will be better equipped to identify problems and effective solution, thereby reducing the burden of environmental-related disease on the American people.  Specifically, the Tracking Network will allow federal, state and local agencies, and others to conduct the following activities:

 

· Monitor and distribute information about environmental hazards and disease trends 

· Advance research on possible linkages between environmental hazards and disease 

· Develop, implement, and evaluate regulatory and public health actions to prevent or control environment-related issues 

 

 
2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort. (If the answer to question 7 is no, insert – This system does not collect personally identifiable information.)

This system does not yet exist and is in the initiation stage of the development life-cycle. Thus, the system does not collect personally identifiable data. As the NEPHTN continues through the development life-cycle, emphasis will be placed on meeting the requirements of the privacy provisions of OMB Circular A-11 and the E-Government Act of 2002. 

3.   Explain why the information is being collected. N/A

4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information. N/A

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared. N/A

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998) N/A

7.   Describe how the information will be secured. N/A

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected. N/A

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained. N/A
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