HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (MM/DD/YYYY):  11/26/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):  CDC


Title of System or Information Collection: HazDat

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified?  Existing

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number: 009-20-01-23-01-1000-00


OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date:

Other Identifying Number(s):

Description – (If answer to question 7 on the worksheet is no, complete 1 and 2, then submit)

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

Following enactment of CERCLA, EPA developed the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Information System (CERCLIS) identifying Superfund sites and tracking EPA activities.  Development of HazDat was initiated in 1989 for tracking and analyses of ATSDR’s legislated responsibilities.  The HazDat system was carefully developed to assure compatibility of site-specific data between EPA and ATSDR (for common data elements) and to prevent the proliferation within ATSDR of limited-user, program-specific databases lacking consistent and compatible data elements.  The goal is to provide high-quality scientific and administrative information that is readily accessible, accurate and consistent with source documents and agency activities, and responsive to the information needs of the agency.

2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort. (If the answer to question 7 is no, insert – This system does not collect personally identifiable information.)

HazDat contains environmental and health data from ATSDR’s documents, studies, and activities.  The system currently contains data related to more than 4,000 hazardous waste sites and includes information from more than 1,900 public health assessments, 6,000 health consultations, 170 health studies, and 150 toxicological profiles, as well as almost 20,000 agency activity records and several hundred health education materials and training activities.  

3.   Explain why the information is being collected.

The system is regularly used to obtain information about specific sites, documents, studies, substances, and activities.  In addition, HazDat is indispensable for the timely generation of information provided in agency reports, testimony, and presentations, as well as responses to requests from Congress, other agencies, and the public.  The PII is collected to show who is requesting that work be done at sites. 
4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information.

PII is not shared.

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared.

  Data is collected from private citizens by the scientists and entered into the system. 

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998) 

No information will be collected from children.

7. Describe how the information will be secured.  

Must have user id and password to access the system.  The PII can only be viewed by the user that enters it.  

The PII is never contained in any output.

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected.

All data is retained in the system and never archived.  

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained.  
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