HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission: 11/22/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
AHRQ

Title of System or Information Collection: HCUPnet Web site

Is this System  or Information Collection new or is an existing system being modified? No Change

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number: N/A

System of Records Number: N/A


OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date: N/A

Other Identifying Number(s): http://www.ahrq.gov/data/hcup/hcupnet.htm

Description

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity. 

The Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project (HCUP) is a family of health care databases and related software tools and products developed by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) within the Department of Health and Human Services, with the cooperation of state and private data organizations.  HCUP databases contain health care information that data organizations collect from health care providers and transmit to AHRQ.  AHRQ maintains the HCUP databases, which create a national resource of health care information that includes the largest collection of hospital discharge data in the United States.  HCUP databases enable public health activities related to improving the quality of health care and health services delivery, as well as research on a broad range of policy issues including cost and quality of health services, medical practice patterns, access to health care programs, and outcomes of treatments at the national, state, and local levels. Under the Healthcare Research and Quality Act of 1999, 42 U.S.C. §299 et seq., AHRQ is authorized to collect data for the purpose of enhancing the quality, efficiency, and effectiveness of health services, and access to health services.  AHRQ fulfills this mission in part by engaging in public health activities such as promoting improvements in clinical and health system practices, including practices aimed at the prevention of disease and other health conditions.
  For example, AHRQ is authorized to develop and disseminate information to consumers and professionals regarding health care quality, technology assessment, and the scientific evidence supporting health practices.
  Congress has also authorized AHRQ to undertake initiatives that advance public and private efforts to improve health care quality nationwide.
 

AHRQ has been designated the lead Federal agency for quality of care research, charged with the responsibility of coordinating all Federal health services research. 
   Under the Healthcare Research and Quality Act, AHRQ conducts and funds studies of the quality, appropriateness, and effectiveness of health care services and the organization, financing, and delivery of these services.  

HCUPnet is a Web-based tool for identifying, tracking, analyzing, and comparing statistics on hospitals at the national, regional, and State level.
2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort.

HCUPnet does not collect or contain any personally identifiable information within any databases, records, or files hosted by the system.  

3.   Explain why the information is being collected. 

N/A

4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information. 

N/A

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared. 

N/A

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998) 

No

7.   Describe how the information will be secured. 

N/A

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected. 

N/A

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained. 

N/A
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� 42 U.S.C. §299(b).


� 42 U.S.C. §299a(a).


� 42 U.S.C. §§299b-1; 299b-2, 299b-3.


�42 U.S.C. §299b-6.





