HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (11/21/2003):

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
ACF

Title of System or Information Collection: Runaway and Homeless Youth Management Information System

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified? 
Existing system with enhancements underway

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number:  N/A

System of Records Number:
N/A

OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date: OMB Control No: 0970-0123 04/30/2004
Other Identifying Number(s):  ACYF-FYSB-001

Description

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

The Runaway and Homeless Youth Act (as reauthorized) (RHYA) requires HHS to collect data on the youth served by FYSB funded grantees.  Each grantee collected the caseload data and submits it semi annually to the contractor.

2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort.

Individual, anonymous caseload data on youth served by FYSB funded grantees, their characteristics, issues, and services received.  

The data is used by HHS for research, planning, GPRA reporting, other reporting to Congress as mandated by RHYA and by grantees for case management and other purposes. 

During system development, the data elements were selected and designed after intensive consultation with experts and users to assure that extraneous information was not being collected or that the task was not burdensome.

3. Explain why the information is being collected.

The data is used for research, planning, GPRA reporting, other reporting to Congress as mandated by RHYA and used by grantees for case management, fundraising, grant applications, planning, etc.

4. Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information.

When the information from the grantee agencies has been validated, it is available to Congress, other federal agencies and partners, and the public on request. There is no confidential information in the federally maintained system.

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared.

The data is collected at entrance and exit by grantee staff from youth served by the agency.  Youth understand that it is part of the intake process and a federal requirement.  Staff/youth interaction in this process is professionally managed and may include therapeutic elements, establishment of trust, etc.  The professional discretion of the staff and the issues and status of the youth are determining elements during intake and exit.  Some agencies may use written materials others may collect it orally through formal or informal contact.  Data elements which the youth resists responding to may be marked “do not know” or “not determined”, etc.  Sometimes these can be acquired at a further point in the assessment or relationship-building process.

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998) 

 N/A

7.   Describe how the information will be secured.

 N/A

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected.  

No plans for destruction

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained.  

N/A
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