HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (MM/DD/YYYY):  11/24/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
 ACF/ACYF/Children’s Bureau

Title of System or Information Collection:  National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS)

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified? This is an existing system.

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number:   N/A

System of Records Number:
N/A

OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date:  0980-0229; October 31, 2006

Other Identifying Number(s):  ACYF-CB-002

Description

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

The Administration on Children, Youth and Families established the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) to respond to the 1988 and 1992 amendments (Pub. L. 100-294 and Pub.L. 102-295) to the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5101 et seq.), as amended, which called for the creation of a coordinated national data collection and analysis program, both universal and case specific in scope, to examine standardized data on false, unfounded, or unsubstantiated reports.  In 1996, the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act was amended by Public Law 104-235 to require that any State receiving the Basic State Grant work with the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to provide specific data on child maltreatment to the extent practicable.

2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort.

The NCANDS collects data on reports of child abuse and neglect, including characteristics of the children and perpetrators, the outcome of the report (i.e., substantiated, unsubstantiated, or determined to be false), the number of children/families that received services, the types of services, whether the child was removed from his/her home. 

3.   Explain why the information is being collected.

The information collected by NCANDS is used to better understand the experiences of children and families served by CPS and to guide policy and program development at the national and local levels. An annual report, entitled Child Maltreatment, will continue to be published. Data collected through the NCANDS will also be used to support the Department in responding to the requirements of the Government Performance and Results Act; publishing State data in the annual report to Congress on child welfare outcomes; and monitoring States through the Child and Family and Services Review process.

4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information.

Congress, States, National Organizations and the American public.

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared.

Data are transmitted to the contractor, WRMA, Sacramento either by US mail (CD, tape, diskette) or via email.  If transmitting by US mail, States are urged to register the package to ensure confirmation of the delivery.  If the file is originally received in Rockville, it is directly forwarded to Sacramento office for archiving into the system.   Information regarding changes in the collection of data are published in the Federal Register or through Policy Issuances.  States have a data dictionary and technical specifications for creating a file.  This information is also available on the Children’s Bureau’s web page.

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998)

No.

7.   Describe how the information will be secured.

Data are copied onto a secure system at the contractor site and stored on a compact disc.

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected.

Data will not be destroyed.  Data are archived on compact discs.

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained.

No

Endorse
Endorse
Approve

______________________
_________________________
________________________

Robert Driscoll
Curt Coy
Wade Horn, PhD.

ACF Privacy Officer
Chief Information Officer
Assistant Secretary, ACF

Date 12/1/2003__
Date: 12/1/2003___
Date: 12/1/2003__

PIA-HHS-Form-20031022

