HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (MM/DD/YYYY):  11/26/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
 

Title of System or Information Collection:
Final TANF Data Reporting System (FTDRS)

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified?

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number:
N/A  

System of Records Number:

09-90-0151

OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date:  OMB No. 0970-0199 exp 9/30/2006
Other Identifying Number(s): OPRF-TANF-001

Description

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (PRWORA) established data reporting requirements for States operating the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program.  On April 12, 1999 the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) issued final regulations on TANF data reporting requirements. 

The Division of Application Development Services(DADS) provides States Territories and Tribes with a computer software package (FTDRS) that  permits States to enter the required TANF and SSP-MOE data into the system, edit the data and create the transmission files.  States may use this software package to create their transmission files or may pull the required data directly from their mainframe computers and place the data into the required transmission formats.  DADS provides the edits and transmission file layouts to facilitate the latter approach. The edits are basic and directly reflect the instructions for completing the TANF Data Report and the SSP-MOE Data Report as published with the final TANF rules. Once the file is created the file is then uploaded to the NIH mainframe using either FTP or Connect:Direct. The data is then re-validated and used to update the National TANF database. Notification of the results from validation and the number of records added, changed or deleted from the National TANF database is then e-mailed to all interested parties within the state territory or tribe. 

2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort.

States are required to collect monthly and report quarterly disaggregated data on families and individuals receiving assistance under the State TANF program, disaggregated data on families and individuals no longer receiving assistance under the State TANF program, and aggregated data on applications, active TANF families and recipients, closed cases, etc.  At State option, if the State wants to receive a high performance bonus or qualify for caseload reduction credit, the State must also submit data on its separate State programs.  The SSP-MOE Data Report collects data similar to data on the TANF Data Report. All data is to be reported electronically. 

OPRE is responsible for compiling, and analyzing the data collected with the FTDRS. Each quarter they produce several reports that show TANF Work Participation Rates and Characteristics and Financial Circumstances of TANF Recipients. These reports are important for determining the success of the TANF program.

3.   Explain why the information is being collected.

Information in the TANF Data System is used for three major purposes: (1) To determine whether States are meeting certain requirements prescribed by the Act, including prescribed work and time-limit requirements; (2) to compile information used to report to Congress on the TANF program and (3) compute State scores on work measures and rank States on their performance in assisting TANF recipients to obtain and retain employment in connection with the award of High Performance Bonus funds.

4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information.

The information in the TANF National Database is not shared except in the form of reports that have been described above. No PII data is included in any of these reports.

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared.

Information collection from individuals is the responsibility of the States, Territories and Tribes that are receiving TANF funding.

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998)

N/A

7. Describe how the information will be secured.
Data is stored at the NIH Center for Information Technology (CIT). CIT is a U.S. Government facility that abides by all US Government policies with regard to the physical security of the data kept there. Access to the data is strictly regulated with passwords and other controls. Only individuals whose work responsibilities specifically include accessing the data system are granted access.

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected. 

The data in the FTDRS database is store in quarterly tables. The data is retained for up to 24 months after the end of a given fiscal quarter. At that time the data is copied to a CD and the original data is deleted from the database. CD’s are given to both the Office of Program Research and Evaluation (OPRE) and the Office of Information System (OIS) to be securely maintained.

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained. 
 The System of Records Notice was published in the Federal Register Vol. 67, No 144, Dated Friday, July 26 2002.
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