HHS Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA)

Date of this Submission (MM/DD/YYYY):  11/24/2003

HHS Agency (OPDIV):
 ACF/ACYF/Children’s Bureau

Title of System or Information Collection:  Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS)

Is this System or Information Collection new or is an existing one being modified? This is an existing system.

Identifying Numbers (Use N/A, where appropriate)

Unique Project Identifier Number:   N/A

System of Records Number:
N/A

OMB Information Collection Approval Number and Expiration Date:  0980-0267; June 30, 2005

Other Identifying Number(s):  ACYF-CB-001

Description

1. Provide an overview of the system or collection and indicate the legislation authorizing this activity.  

Section 479 of title IV-E of the Social Security Act and Federal regulations at 45 CFR 1355.40 directs States to establish and implement a system to collect data on children in foster care and those who have been adopted under the auspices of the State child welfare agency.  

2. Describe the information the agency will collect and how the agency will use the collected information. Explain how the data collected are the minimum necessary to accomplish the purpose for this effort.

The data provide information about foster care placements, adoptive parents, length of time in care, delays in termination of parental rights and placement for adoption.  The purpose of the data collected is to inform State/Federal policy decisions, program management, and respond to Congressional and Departmental inquiries.  Specifically, the data is used for short/long-term budget projections, trend analysis, and to target areas for improved technical assistance.  ACF uses AFCARS data for a number of reasons, including:

· responding to Congressional requests for current data on children in foster care or those who have been adopted; 

· responding to questions and requests from other Federal departments and agencies, including the General Accounting Office (GAO), the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), the DHHS Office of Inspector General  (OIG), national advocacy organizations, States, and other interested organizations; 

· short and long-term budget projections;

· trend analyses and short and long-term planning;

· targeting areas for greater or potential technical assistance efforts, for discretionary service grants, research and evaluation, and regulatory change;

· determining and assessing outcomes for children and families.

Additionally, the AFCARS data are used specifically in the:

· Adoption Incentives Program;

· Child Welfare Outcomes Report;

· Child and Family Services (CFS) Reviews;

· Title IV- E Eligibility Reviews; and

· Allotment of funds in the Chafee Foster Care Independence Program (CFCIP).

The data required by AFCARS is information that would normally be collected during the course of a social worker’s assessment, planning, and service provision, so that additional information does not need to be collected solely for the purpose of meeting AFCARS requirements.   

3.   Explain why the information is being collected.

It is required by law.

4.   Identify with whom the agency will share the collected information.

Congress, States, National Organizations and the American public.

5.   Describe how the information will be obtained, from whom it will be collected, what the suppliers of information and the subjects will be told about the information collection, and how this message will be conveyed to them (e.g., written notice, electronic notice if a web-based collection, etc.).  Describe any opportunities for consent provided to individuals regarding what information is collected and how the information will be shared.

The information is collected in an electronic format, which is transmitted directly to the National Institute of Health’s National Information Center.  The data are collected from the States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.  The data requirements are codified in 45 CFR 1355.40.  Consent is not required.

6.   State whether information will be collected from children under age 13 on the Internet and, if so, how parental or guardian approval will be obtained. (Reference: Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act of 1998)

No.

7.   Describe how the information will be secured.

Data are transmitted via a secure connection that links the State directly with NIH CIT using the application Connect:Direct.  Data are backed up on the NIH server and on compact discs by ACF.

8. Describe plans for retention and destruction of data collected.

Data will not be destroyed.  Data are archived on compact discs.

9. Identify whether a system of records is being created under section 552a of Title 5, United States Code (the Privacy Act), or identify the existing Privacy Act system of records notice under which the records will be maintained.

No
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