


  

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES Office of the Secretary 

Assistant Secretary for Health 
Office of Public Health and Science 

Office of Population Affairs 
Washington, DC 20201 

Dear Colleagues, 

Welcome to Promoting What Works:  A Symposium of Approaches for Supporting Pregnant 
and Parenting Adolescents. In the spirit of teenage pregnancy prevention month, this Sym-
posium will examine adolescent health research and interventions that serve pregnant and 
parenting adolescents.  In addition, this will be a forum for beginning a national dialogue 
about teenage pregnancy prevention efforts for parenting adolescents. From a public health 
perspective, it is critical that young families receive access to quality medical, educational and 
social services in order to positively impact the potential negative consequences of too-early 
childbearing for teen parents and their children.  

The Symposium is intended to challenge you to think about how we can better serve preg-
nant and parenting teens. The Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Programs (OAPP) is excited 
about this unique opportunity to come together with you to discuss various approaches for 
supporting young families with likeminded people we think of as “champions” in the field of 
adolescent pregnancy programming.  My priority, as Director of the OAPP, is for us to begin the 
conversation about strengthening services for pregnant and parenting adolescents.  We can 
accomplish this by promoting the use of best practices, strong evaluation, and increased dis-
semination of findings in the research literature that inform public health policy. We welcome 
your contributions to the next steps in this journey. 

Thank you so much for your attendance and engaged participation in today’s Symposium.  

Sincerely, 

Alicia Richmond Scott, MSW 
Director, Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Programs 
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Kristine Andrews, Ph.D. 
Research Scientist, Child Trends 
Dr. Andrews combines a practitioner background as a marriage 
and family therapist with research methodological experience. 
Dr. Andrews has substantive experience in teen pregnancy 
prevention programs, qualitative research methods, survey 
development and program evaluation. Other recent work 
focuses on evidence-based programs and practices to promote 
positive youth development and prevent risky behavior. 
Her research interests include positive youth development, 
evidence based programs and practices, implementation and 
outcome evaluation, and early sexual activity and parenthood. 

Trina Menden Anglin, M.D., Ph. D. 
Chief, Adolescent Health Branch, Maternal and Child Health 
Bureau, Health Resources and Services Administration 
Trina Menden Anglin, M.D., Ph.D. is Chief of the congressionally 
mandated Adolescent Health Branch at the Health Resources 
and Services Administration, Maternal and Child Health 
Bureau, where she has worked since 1996. The mission of the 
Adolescent Health Branch is to provide national leadership 
in promoting the health, development, safety, and social and 
emotional well-being of all school-aged children, adolescents 
and young adults in the United States.  Prior to her position 
at the Federal Government, Dr. Anglin was a member of the 
faculty of Case Western Reserve University School of Medicine 
in Cleveland (1975-92), where she directed the adolescent 
medicine program at Cleveland Metropolitan General Hospital/ 
MetroHealth Medical Center and co-founded the School of 
Medicines Center for Adolescent Health; and was a member of 
the faculty of the University of Colorado School of Medicine in 
Denver, where she was responsible for teaching and training 
activities in adolescent medicine (1992-96). Dr. Anglin has 
had direct experience in developing and providing adolescent 
health services in a variety of hospital and community-based 
settings. She has multiple publications in areas relevant to 
adolescent and school health. 

Sarah Avellar, Ph.D.
 
Senior Researcher, Mathematica Policy Research
 
Sarah Avellar is a Senior Researcher whose research interests 
include early childhood, education, and family support. 
Currently, she is a co-principal investigator for the Home 
Visiting Evidence of Effectiveness Review. This project will 
conduct a thorough and transparent review of the home 
visiting research literature to provide guidance to states as 
they develop applications for the home visiting funds. The 
health care reform legislation includes funds for home visiting, 
with most of the funds going to evidence-based approaches. 

Dr. Avellar is the Deputy Project Director of the National Title 
I Study of the Implementation and Outcomes: Early Childhood 
Language Development, a five-year project designed to 
identify school programs and teaching practices associated 
with the development of children’s reading comprehension 

achievement in pre-kindergarten through third grade. The 
project will assess children’s growth in language development 
and background knowledge and develop observational 
measures of teacher practices that are expected to support this 
development. 

She also is involved in many aspects of the What Works 
Clearinghouse (WWC), which reviews and synthesizes scientific 
research on education, and leads the training and certification 
of WWC reviewers for group design standards. She is the deputy 
principal investigator in two areas: Early Childhood Education 
and Early Childhood Education for Children with Disabilities.  
Avellar joined Mathematica in 2004. She is a reviewer for the 
Journal of Marriage and Family, Demography, Journal of Family 
Issues, and The Sociological Quarterly. She holds a Ph.D. in 
sociology from the University of Michigan. 

Beth Barnet, M.D. 
Professor of Family and Community Medicine, Director of 
Research and Community Programs, University of Maryland 
Beth Barnet, M.D. is Professor of Family Medicine and Director 
of the Division of Research and Community Programs in the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine Department of 
Family and Community Medicine. For over 20 years she has 
provided primary care to infants, children, adolescents, and 
adults in urban Baltimore and she is recognized as a researcher, 
educator, and program builder. During the past 15 years she 
has designed, conducted, and evaluated federally funded 
interventions and studies in clinic and community settings 
aimed at characterizing psychosocial risk factors and improving 
outcomes for socio-economically disadvantaged groups, in 
particular pregnant and parenting adolescents.  Her rigorously 
evaluated programs have contributed to the evidence for what 
works to successfully decrease risk for rapid repeat adolescent 
birth.  She has received over 11 million dollars in extramural 
research funding including a Robert Wood Johnson Generalist 
Physician faculty scholar award.   Her work has had influence 
in several areas of family medicine:  1) the impact of home 
visiting on the health and mental health of adolescent parents; 
2) development of community-based programs for vulnerable 
adolescents and the rigorous evaluation of such programs; 
and 3) health behavior change strategies such as motivational 
interviewing and promotion of patient self-care to help reduce 
risky health behaviors.  She is active in efforts to promote 
health care systems redesign - called the Patient Centered 
Medical Home - that promote evidence-based, population-
oriented, and patient-centered care for health promotion, 
disease prevention, and care of chronic conditions. 

Lee Savio Beers, M.D. 
Project Director, Children’s Research Institute 
Children’s National Medical Center 
Dr. Lee Savio Beers is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics at 
Children’s National Medical Center and The George Washington 
University Medical Center. She is the Director of the Healthy 

Generations Program, a “teen-tot” program providing 
comprehensive medical care, case management, and mental 
health services to adolescent parents and their children. 
Dr. Beers received a Bachelor’s of Science from The College 
of William and Mary and her Medical Degree from Emory 
University School of Medicine. She completed a pediatric 
residency at Naval Medical Center Portsmouth.  Before coming 
to Children’s Hospital, she worked as a general pediatrician at 
Naval Hospital Guantanamo Bay in Cuba and National Naval 
Medical Center in Bethesda, MD.  She is a graduate of the 
George Washington University Graduate School of Education 
and Human Development Master Teacher Certificate in Medical 
Education Program. She has additionally held numerous local 
and national leadership positions in the American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 

Keneca Boyce, Ph.D. 
Senior Director of Program Development and Quality 
Assurance, Inwood House 
Dr. Keneca Boyce is a walking billboard for maximizing 
opportunities and promoting change. She has spent the past 
twelve years cultivating her career in a variety of settings 
as a social work practitioner fulfilling several roles as an 
administrator, program developer, researcher, teacher, trainer, 
speaker and therapist; and has already made an impact in a 
number of communities. 

Shaped by a framework that acknowledges the value of 
evidence based informed practice and research, Dr. Boyce 
provides an interdisciplinary, comprehensive and holistic 
approach to training and designing programs. Her adaptation 
and enhanced utilization of a Theory of Change provides 
results through strategic organizational program planning. 
Sexual Health, including but not limited to HIV/AIDS, teen 
pregnancy prevention and intervention, youth development, 
children and families and mental wellness, are a few areas in 
which Dr. Boyce has made substantial contributions. 

As Senior Director of Program Development and Quality 
Assurance at Inwood House, she facilitates the design, 
implementation and evaluation of new program initiatives 
grounded in practice, research and policy, for pregnant and 
parenting teen families currently in the runaway-homeless and 
foster care system. She also manages the prevention portfolio, 
designed to creatively engage and empower youth to develop 
competencies and assets that will reduce the risk of unintended 
pregnancies as well as delay the onset of sexual activity. Dr. 
Boyce places a great deal of emphasis on evaluating the impact 
of these services, while continuously acting as a liaison to 
government, community coalitions and policy groups. 

As a proud product of the New York City public school 
system, she graduated from Brooklyn Technical High School, 
and received a Bachelor’s Degree in Psychology at Hofstra 
University. Dr. Boyce is a Licensed Master Social Worker with 
a concentration in research and has a Ph.D. in Social Work 
from Fordham University with a concentration in children and 
families. 

Claire Brindis, Dr.P.H., M.P.H.
	
Director, Philip R. Lee Institute for Health Policy Studies
	
Professor, Department of Pediatrics and Department of 
Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive Health Sciences 
Director, Bixby Center for Global Reproductive Health; 
Executive Director, National Adolescent Health Information 
and Innovation Center University of California, San Francisco 
Claire D. Brindis, Ph.D., M.P.H., is a Professor in the Department 
of Pediatrics and Obstetrics, Gynecology and Reproductive 
Sciences and the Director of the Philip R. Lee Institute for 
Health Policy Studies (IHPS) at the University of California, San 
Francisco (UCSF). She is the Executive Director of the National 
Adolescent Health Information and Innovation Center and 
Associate Director of the Policy, Information, and Analysis 
Center for Adolescents and Young Adults; both organizations 
are sponsored by the Division of Adolescent Medicine and 
IHPS and funded by the Maternal and Child Health Bureau, 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. She is also a 
Director of the Bixby Center for Global Reproductive Health. 
Dr. Brindis’ research focuses on program evaluation and 
the translation of research into policy. She has co-authored 
a monograph on implementing the Healthy People 2010 
Adolescent Health Objectives with the CDC and the Federal 
Bureau of Maternal and Child Health, “Improving Adolescent 
Health: A Guidebook for States and Communities,” (http:// 
naphic.uscf.edu), and “A Future with Promise: A Chartbook on 
Latino Adolescent Reproductive Health.” (http://bixbycenter. 
ucsf.edu). In 2008, along with a UCSF research team from the 
Center on Social Disparities in Health and the Bixby Center, 
she completed a 22 minute film entitled, “A Questions of Hope: 
Reducing Latina Teen Childbearing in California.” (http:// 
bixbycenter.ucsf.edu). She has also led a multidisciplinary 
team in evaluating California’s Office of Family Planning Family 
PACT program, California’s comprehensive teenage pregnancy 
programs, a Journalism Fellowship Training Program in Health 
Disparities, evaluation of two separate statewide initiatives to 
improve the availability of long-acting contraceptive methods, 
and work with the National Initiative to Improve Adolescent 
Health. She received several awards, including the Integrity 
Award from the Office of Inspector General, Office of Evaluation 
and Inspections, U.S. Director’s Award, the California’s Family 
Planning Champion Award from the California Family Health 
Council, and the Healthy Teen Network Outstanding Researcher 
Award. Dr. Brindis has also received the UCSF Chancellor’s 
Award for the Advancement of Women. 

Marc Clark, Ph.D. 
Director, Division of Teen Pregnancy Prevention Programs 
Administration for Children, Youth and Families Family and 
Youth Services Bureau 
Dr. Marc D. Clark is the Director of the Division of Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention Programs at the Administration for 
Children (ACF), Administration for Children, Youth and Families 
(ACYF), Family and Youth Services Bureau (FYSB). Dr. Clark is 
a school and community health educator who has trained lay 
and professional adult audiences, undergraduate and graduate 
students, and youths in grades K-12 in health and education 
for more than two decades. After completing doctoral studies 
in education at the American University, School of Education, 
Teaching, and Health (SETH), he completed a post-doctoral 
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fellowship focused on Special Education Leadership at the 
Howard University, School of Education. In 1998, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention selected him as a National 
Consultant on African Americans and AIDS. He co-convened a 
solicited session on health research and minority disparities 
at an American Public Health Association Annual meeting and 
presented on health research equity as tta Sasakawa Young 
Leadership Fellow. He has directed federally funded projects 

and organized numerous data collection and evaluation efforts. 


Joanne Cox, M.D.
	
Associate Chief, Division of General Pediatrics, Children’s 

Hospital Boston; Medical Director, Young Parents Program, 

Children’s Hospital Boston
	
Dr. Joanne E. Cox is Associate Chief of General Pediatrics and 

Director of Children’s Hospital Primary Care Center. She 

graduated from Wayne State University School of Medicine and 

completed pediatric residency at the Boston Floating Hospital. 

She has worked at Children’s Hospital Boston since finishing a 

fellowship in Adolescent Medicine.  Dr. Cox’s main interest is 

the development of primary care based interventions for high 
risk children. She has developed and evaluated interventions 
for teen parents for over twenty years. Her research includes 
depression in teen parents, program evaluation, and young 
fathers. She has extended her interest in interventions for teen 
parents into other common general pediatric problems facing 
urban children such as behavioral and learning problems, 
asthma, and obesity. Due to her position as Medical Director of 
the Primary Care Center, she has become somewhat of an expert 

on medical systems, clinical efficiency and staff management.
	

Wanda K. Jones, Dr.P.H.
	
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Health
	
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Dr. Wanda Jones is the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Health in the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health 
(ASH), U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. She 
was appointed to the position in November 2009.  As principal 
Deputy ASH, Dr. Jones actively participates in the Department’s 
efforts concerning global health, disaster recovery, Healthy 
People 2010 (and 2020), and a range of other issues managed 
within ASH. 

Dr. Jones has long been recognized for her leadership in the 
federal and state public health communities.  From February 
1998 until December 2009, Dr. Jones was the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for Health (Women’s Health) and the Director of the 
Office on Women’s Health, also within ASH.  In that capacity, 
Dr. Jones emphasized the elimination of health disparities, 
addressing HIV/AIDS, supporting women with disabilities and 
helping women have better access to healthcare services and 
programs. 

During that same time, the HHS Coordinating Committee on 
Women’s Health, led by Dr. Jones, supported initiatives to 
address women’s health issues such as cardiovascular disease, 
diabetes and obesity, lupus, breastfeeding and mental health. 
Prior to joining OWH, she served as the Associate Director 
for Women’s Health at the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta. 

A Penn State graduate in medical technology, she has worked 
in an inner city blood bank and its hematology laboratory; in 
a small town hospital as its night shift technologist and then 
as its microbiologist; and for a state public health laboratory 
as a laboratory improvement consultant. She obtained her 
doctorate in Public Health Laboratory Practice from the 
University of North Carolina.  Dr. Jones joined CDC in 1987 as 
an HIV laboratory trainer. In 1990, she became the Assistant 
Director for Science in the Office of the Associate Director for 
HIV/AIDS, where she was active in policy issues related to HIV 
laboratory testing, women and AIDS, HIV vaccine development 
and health care workers. 

Paul Florsheim, Ph. D.
	
Associate Professor and Chair, School of Public Health, 

University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
	
Dr. Paul Florsheim is Associate Professor and Chair in the School 

of Public Health at the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee. 

He is also Adjunct Associate Professor in the Department of 

Psychology at the University of Utah, Associate Professor 

of Social Work at and a licensed clinical psychologist. Dr. 
Florsheim has conducted clinical research with hard-to-reach, 
at-risk adolescents in Chicago, Salt Lake City, Milwaukee, and 
the Republic of Palau in Micronesia. He received his doctorate 
form Northwestern University and his master’s degree from 
the University of Chicago and has 20 years of experience 
working to retain youth in longitudinal studies. 

Evelyn Kappeler 
Acting Director, Office of Adolescent Health, U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services 
Evelyn Kappeler is the Acting Director of the Office of 
Adolescent Health (OAH) in the Office of the Assistant Secretary 
for Health (ASH) at the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services (HHS). As a senior manager, she is responsible for the 
administration as well as policy and program development 
of the OAH. The new Office of Adolescent Health will 
coordinate adolescent health programs and initiatives across 
the Department while focusing on many of the interrelated 
health needs of adolescents such as those related to mental 
health, violence, substance use, sexual behavior, nutrition and 
physical activity and tobacco use. The OAH is also responsible 
for implementing and administering a new $110 million 
teen pregnancy prevention initiative. Ms. Kappeler has more 
than twenty years of experience in public health as a senior 
policy analyst in the Office of Population Affairs (OPA). Most 
recently, Ms. Kappeler was the Acting Director for OPA, with 
responsibility for overseeing the national Family Planning 
Program authorized under Title X of the Public Health Service 
Act (PHSA) and the Adolescent Family Life (AFL) program 
authorized under Title XX of the PHSA. Ms. Kappeler joined the 
Federal Government as a policy research associate in the HHS 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation. 
Before coming to HHS, Ms. Kappeler worked as a legislative 
analyst in the Washington, D.C. Office of the Governor of the 
State of Illinois. 

Lara Kaufmann, J.D. 
Senior Counsel for Education and Employment, National 
Women’s Law Center 
Lara S. Kaufmann is Senior Counsel for Education and 
Employment at the National Women’s Law Center, where she 
focuses on the advancement of women and girls at school 
and in the workplace.  Lara engages in litigation, advocacy, 
and public education, with a particular focus on improving 
educational outcomes for at-risk girls, including pregnant and 
parenting students.  Lara co-authored the Center’s 2009 report, 
Listening to Latinas: Barriers to High School Graduation.  
Before joining the Center, Lara was a Staff Attorney with the 
Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Protection, 
and prior to that she was an Assistant United States Attorney 
in Chicago.  Lara also worked with the law firm of McDermott, 
Will & Emery, and was law clerk to then-Chief Judge Marvin 
Aspen of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois.  Lara is a graduate of the University of Michigan and 
Northwestern University School of Law. 

Marilyn J. Keefe, M.P.H. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Population Affairs, Office of 
Population Affairs, U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services 
Marilyn J. Keefe serves as the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Population Affairs (DASPA). As DASPA, she manages operations 
and activities of the Office of Population Affairs (OPA) and 
its components, coordinate long-range planning; and guide 
program development. 

Ms. Keefe joined the Office of Assistant Secretary of Health 
(OASH) after having most recent recently served as the Director 
of Reproductive Health Programs for the National Partnership 
for Women & Families, an organization which promotes 
women’s health issues, access to affordable health care, and 
workplace fairness. Previously, Ms. Keefe served for 13 years 
as Vice President for Public Policy at the National Family 
Planning and Reproductive Health Association (NFPRHA). 
Prior to joining NFPRHA, Ms. Keefe worked at the Department 
of Health and Human Services (HHS) as a program analyst 
for four years, with special emphasis on the Medicare and 
Medicaid programs. 

Ms. Keefe earned a Master’s Degree in Public Health with a 
concentration in population dynamics from Johns Hopkins 
University in 1993; a Master’s in Public Policy degree from 
the University of Chicago in 1986; and a B.A. in English from 
Columbia University in 1980. 

Janice Key, M.D.
 
Professor of Pediatrics and Director, Division of Adolescent 

Medicine; Department of Pediatrics, The Medical University of 
South Carolina 
Dr. Janice Key is a Professor of Pediatrics and the Division 
Director of Adolescent Medicine at The Medical University of 
South Carolina. She received her undergraduate and medical 
degrees at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
completed her residency training at Boston Children’s Hospital.  
She is board certified in pediatrics and adolescent medicine.  
Dr. Key joined the Medical University of South Carolina in 1991 

when she founded the program in adolescent medicine. 
Community and clinical research projects conducted by 
Dr. Key have included evaluation of school-based health 
care, adolescent smoking cessation programs, primary and 
secondary teen pregnancy prevention programs, interventions 
for at-risk middle school students, and obesity treatment and 
prevention.  These community obesity prevention efforts 
include creation of the Lean Team and the Boeing Center for 
Promotion of Healthy Lifestyles in Children and Families.  As 
a result of these community projects, Dr. Key is the author 
on more than 50 manuscripts and abstracts and has made 
numerous local, state and national presentations. 

Dr. Key has served on local and national committees including 
the Executive Committee for the American Academy of 
Pediatrics Section on Adolescent Health, the Charleston 
County Medical Society School Health Committee and 
Executive Committee.  She was a founding member of the 
Charleston County Teen Pregnancy Prevention Coalition.  She 
has received several teaching awards, the MUSC Distinguished 
Service Faculty Award, the Charleston County Medical Society 
Wannamaker Community Service Award, and the SC Campaign 
to Prevent Teen Pregnancy Vincent Outstanding Professional 
Award.  She has been included in Best Doctors in America since 
1998 and in the 2008 Guide to America’s Top Pediatricians. 

Deborah Koniak-Griffin, EdD, RNC, FAAN 
Professor, Section Chair, Primary Care School of Nursing, 
University of California, Los Angeles 
Dr. Deborah Koniak-Griffin is Professor and Audrienne H. 
Moseley Endowed Chair in Women’s Health Research, and 
Director of the Center for Vulnerable Populations Research at 
the School of Nursing, University of California at Los Angeles, 
and a nurse-practitioner in women’s health. Her research, 
spanning more than two decades, is focused on understanding 
risk behaviors in adolescents, particularly pregnant and 
parenting teens, and designing interventions to promote their 
health. She has worked extensively with adolescents from 
Latino and African American backgrounds. Her numerous 
publications address issues in maternal-child health, 
adolescent pregnancy, and AIDS prevention. She has been the 
principal investigator on three large adolescent pregnancy 
studies funded by the National Institute of Nursing Research. 
Dr. Koniak-Griffin’s extensive speaking experience includes 
government and other invitational presentations, clinical and 
research papers, and visiting professorships. 

Melissa Maguire, M.S.
 
Director, Youth Shelter Network, The Night Ministry
 
Melissa Maguire has a Masters in Community Mental Health. 
She has 20 years of experience in youth and homeless service 
agencies. Her direct service experience includes crisis 
intervention, youth and family counseling to runaway and 
at‐risk youth and family education and counseling to youth 
and families in a residential treatment program. Her program 
development experience includes developing a shelter and 
community based program for pregnant and parenting 
homeless teen mothers and their children. Ms. Maguire created 
a staff and volunteer training program for those who serve 
homeless youth and developed a city wide training program 



for homeless service providers in Chicago. As Director of the 
Youth Shelter Network, she manages a program that provides 
shelter and community based case management services to 
pregnant and parenting youth and their children. 

Jeannette Pai-Espinosa, M.S. 
President, The National Crittenton Foundation 
A firm believer in the power and potential of all girls and 
young women, Jeannette Pai-Espinosa assumed leadership 
of The National Crittenton Foundation in January of 2007. 
Jeannette brings to this 124-year-old institution more than 
thirty years of experience in advocacy, education, intercultural 
communication, public policy, strategic communication, 
program development, and direct service delivery. Jeannette 
began her career as a vocal advocate and activist for issues 
of importance to girls and women in the early seventies, 
working to open doors and address gender bias. Today, she is a 
nationally known as an expert on issues related to increasing 
ethnic and racial diversity in communities.  Prior to coming to 
The Foundation, Jeannette was a partner for nearly ten years 
at Metropolitan Group. Jeannette holds a master’s degree in 
student development and education administration. 

Pat Paluzzi, Ph.D.
	
President and CEO, Healthy Teen Network
	
Pat Paluzzi, President and CEO of Healthy Teen Network, has 

worked in the field of family and public health for over two 

decades. Dr. Paluzzi’s experiences include clinical work, 

program design, implementation and evaluation, international 
work and teaching at the graduate level. Through both her 
clinical and academic preparation, Dr. Paluzzi has gained a 
breadth and depth of experience that shapes her strategic 
thinking regarding the field of adolescent health. She employs 
this thinking to guide Healthy Teen Network’s work on public 
health and behavioral issues as they affect teens and young 
families. She has a passion for addressing issues of violence in 

the lives of men and women of all ages.
 

Marline Pearson, M.A.
 
Author, Educator, The Dibble Institute
 
Marline Pearson is a longtime sociology/criminology 
instructor at Madison Area Technical College (a two-year 
community college) who has created innovative programs 
for youth and adults that integrate healthy relationships, 
pregnancy and violence prevention, and youth development. 
Love Notes: Making Relationships Work, geared to 16-24 year 
olds, targets at risk teens and young adults, including young 
parents. It has been integrated into Youth Build USA programs, 
teen parent programs and Job Corps and is currently in a Tier II 
evaluation study. Love U2: Relationship Smarts PLUS (8 – 12th 
grade) has just completed a five-year evaluation in the state 
of Alabama with over 5,000 diverse teens. Within My Reach, 
co-authored by Pearson with Scott Stanley and Galena Kline 
Rhoades, is a relationship skills and decision-making program 
for helping individuals (mostly single parents) who struggle 
with economic disadvantages and who are at risk for unstable 
or poorer quality relationships. 

Pearson has pioneered a unique relationship skills class at 
the college that has been featured in Time Magazine and in a 

PBS special and companion book. Pearson is frequently called 
upon to discuss teen and young adult relationships and has 
conducted numerous trainings on teen and adult relationships, 
sexuality, and pregnancy prevention. Pearson co-authored, 
Making a Love Connection: Teen Relationships, Pregnancy, 
and Marriage, a report commissioned and published by The 
National Campaign to Prevent Teen and Unplanned Pregnancy. 
Other publications include, “Reaching for Higher Ground: New 
Approaches to Teen Sexuality,” published in the Journal of 
Council on Family Relations. 

Pam Plummer, B.S.W.
	
Program Manager, Prevention Services/The Parent Center, 

Centers for Youth and Families
	
Pam Plummer serves as Project Director for the Centers for 
Youth and Families. She has worked at Centers for Youth and 
Families for more than fifteen years and holds a bachelor’s 
degree in social work from the University of Arkansas. She 
has worked with the Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Programs 
(OAPP) grants for more than ten years. 

Alicia Richmond Scott, M.S.W. 
Director, Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Programs 
Office of Population Affairs 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 
Alicia Richmond Scott, M.S.W. is the Director for the Office of 
Adolescent Pregnancy Programs, in the Office of Population 
Affairs, at the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  
She is responsible for the management and administrative 
operations of the Adolescent Family Life (AFL) Program, Title 
XX of the Public Helath Service Act.  The AFL program has 
funded demonstration grants serving pregnant and parenting 
adolescents and their families since 1981.  Ms. Scott has more 
than 15 years of experience in the field of adolescent health.  
She earned her Master’s Degree in Social Work from Howard 
University.  Ms. Scott is committed to identifying innovative, 
quality programs with strong evaluations to improve health, 
educational and relational outcomes for adolescents and their 
families. 

Darlene Shearer, Ph.D., M.P.H. 
MPH Program Director, Department of Public Health, Western 
Kentucky University 
Dr. Shearer joined the faculty of the Department of Public 
Health at Western Kentucky University in the fall of 2008 and 
serves as the Director of the Masters of Public Health program. 
Prior to obtaining her doctoral degree she worked extensively 
with families and maternal and child health populations, 
including 20 years caring for preterm and low birth-weight 
infants, conducting assessments and interventions with at-risk 
infants and their families, supervising and training hospital 
and community-based health care personnel, and directing 
a research and demonstration home visitation program for 
adolescent mothers in which she developed and implemented 
training for the program’s lay home visitors. 

Dr. Shearer’s research has focused primarily on evaluation of 
intervention strategies and programs for children and families 
as well as studying statewide service utilization, access to 
health care, and health risk behaviors (correlated with 

functional ability) of clients in a state mental health/mental 
retardation system. Her particular interests include influences 
on developmental gains in at risk children and children with 
disabilities, contextual factors that influence family adaptation 
to having a child with a disability, and their participation in the 
child’s intervention as well as effectiveness of home visiting 
models for at risk children and families. Throughout her career 
as an educator in the United States and abroad, she has studied 
the effectiveness of home-based early intervention programs 
for families with young children in a variety of cultures. 

Bernadette Strode, M.A. 
Principal, Polly T. McCabe Center 
Bernadette Strode serves as principal of Polly T. McCabe Center, 
New Haven Public Schools, New Haven, CT. She Received 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Elementary Education from 
Southern Connecticut State University in 1982, later received 
a Master of Arts in Education and then a Sixth Year Degree in 
Administrative Leadership. 

Ms. Strode has worked at the elementary, high school and 
college levels as both a teacher and administrator. In 2008, she 
was appointed by the Mayor of New Haven to sit on the Teen 
Pregnancy Prevention Council. Ms. Strode serves as a board 
member for the Nurturing Families Network Dads Program.  
Recently, she and her school were featured in the February 
27th issue of the Boston Globe. 

Joseph Telfair, Dr.P.H., M.S.W., M.P.H. 
Professor and Director, Center for Social, Community and 
Health Research and Evaluation, University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro 
Dr. Telfair is currently a Professor of Public Health Research 
and Practice. He is a faculty member in the Department of 
Public Health Education at the University of North Carolina 
at Greensboro and directs the University’s Center for Social, 
Community and Health Research and Evaluation.  Presently, Dr. 
Telfair has an appointment as Adjunct Professor of Maternal 
and Child Health with the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill’s School of Public Health. Dr. Joseph Telfair received 
his dual degree of MSW/MPH from the University of California 
at Berkeley. He later graduated from Johns Hopkins University 
School of Hygiene andt Public Health as a Doctor of Public 
Health, followed by a post-doctorate in Psychosocial Research 
at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He serves 
as an evaluation consultant and advisor on numerous local, 
state and federal projects and is currently serving on several 
public health, genetics, and research advisory committees for 
the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the Health Resources 
and Services Administration (HRSA) and several national 
Non-Governmental Agencies (NGOs). Some of his expertise 
include community-based and community-oriented program 
evaluation and research; development and evaluation of 
intervention programs designed to prevent engagement in/ 
continuation of risky behaviors (sexual, drug use, crime) 
among adolescents and adult diverse populations; culturally 
competent research and evaluation; health practice, research, 
program evaluation, and policy issues of women, teens and 
children with chronic conditions (and their families); issues of 
access to, and utilization of, health care for the poor, people 

of color and persons in rural areas; and social and community 
aspects of HIV/AIDS Research and evaluation; and teaching 
using Socratic and Critical Thinking methodologies. 

Diana Tyson, Ph.D. 
Social Science Analyst, Office of the Assistant Secretary for 
Planning and Evaluation (ASPE) 
Dr. Diana Tyson is a Social Science Analyst in the Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE). 
She joined ASPE in 2008 as a Society for Research in Child 
Development (SRCD) Policy Fellow. Prior to joining the Federal 
Government, She completed her graduate studies focusing 
on the transition into adolescence and middle school with an 
emphasis on topics such as the role of parent involvement, 
motivation for academic success, emotion regulation in 
test taking environments, and components of effective 
after school programs.  She holds a B.A. in Psychology from 
Columbia University, and a Ph.D. in Developmental Psychology 
and a certificate in Education Policy Psychology from Duke 
University.
 
Dr. Tyson’s current activities include policy analysis and 
research related to youth at risk.  Specifically, she has been a 
project officer on the teen pregnancy prevention portfolio, 
examining programs and policies that aim to reduce the risk 
for teen pregnancy, sexually transmitted infections, and risky 
sexual behavior.  She is co-project officer for the following 
research projects: Teen Pregnancy Prevention: A Feasibility 
and Design Study; A Review of the Evidence Base: Identifying 
Programs that Impact Teen Pregnancy, Sexually Transmitted 
Infections, and Associated Sexual Risk Behaviors; The Influence 
of New Media on Adolescent Sexual Activity; and State of 
the Science and Practice in Parenting Interventions across 
Childhood. 

Reesa Webb, M.S.
 
Project Director, JSI Research and Training Institute, Inc.
 
Ms. Webb has 30 years of health care experience. She has 
her Masters in Biometry and has completed the University 
of Colorado’s Graduate Program in Health Care Financial 
Management. Ms. Webb began her career working in the 
federal and state health planning programs. Throughout her 
career she has continued her commitment to public health and 
has worked extensively with many U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services agencies and offices, including the Office 
of Population Affairs (OPA),  the Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), the Office of Disease Prevention and 
Health Promotion (ODPHP), the Office of Performance Review 
(OPR), the Division of Shortage Designation (DSD), the National 
Health Service Corps (NHSC), the Bureau of Primary Health Care 
(BPHC) and the Office of Rural Health Policy (ORHP). Ms. Webb 
has also worked with state and local health agencies, including 
health departments, community health centers, hospitals, 
physicians’ practices, family planning clinics, long term care 
facilities and community based coalitions in both rural and 
urban areas to improve their ability to deliver high quality, 
accessible, cost effective health care. Ms. Webb has assisted 
these agencies and organizations in successfully meeting the 
health care needs and challenges of their communities. 
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