Charge:
The panel will discuss the challenges related to human subjects research protections in the context of disasters.

Background
High profile disasters such as the 9/11 attacks and Hurricane Katrina have increased awareness of the substantial adverse effects such events can have on affected individuals and populations.  As a result there is a general realization that additional information through systematic research is necessary to adequately identify disaster-associated illnesses and conditions whether they be related to injury, environmental exposures, infectious agents, or psychological ill effects.  Research which focuses on 1) gaining a better understanding of the risk factors for these adverse outcomes, 2) the mechanisms through which these effects occur, and 3) interventions to manage, treat and mitigate the adverse human consequences can be used by responders, emergency operations managers, policymakers, and others.  The overall goal is to increase our knowledge of how to prepare for, and respond to, disasters from both individual and public health perspective.  

This panel will explore several factors related to human subjects research protections in the context of disasters.  Panelists will discuss the needs, ethical considerations, and administrative requirements for the conduct of such research at both the federal and state level.  In particular, consideration of the impact of the timelines of human subjects review and oversight will be a topic for discussion.  Finally, the panel will address possible roles for federal, state, and local input for human subjects protection to support building a larger most robust knowledge base and improve the timeliness of the research while maintaining optimal oversight and safeguards for human subject protections, especially of vulnerable populations.

The Panel:
Four presentations of 20 minutes each will cover four main areas:

The perspective of the CDC

The perspective of a local IRB

The perspective of the local health department 

The perspective of an ethicist 

