Holding External IRBs Accountable
This panel will discuss the March 2009 OHRP Federal Register notice which requested comments from the public regarding whether the office should pursue a notice of proposed rulemaking to enable OHRP to hold IRBs and the institutions or organizations operating those IRBs directly accountable for meeting certain regulatory requirements of 45 CFR part 46. OHRP is contemplating this regulatory change in order to encourage institutions to rely on IRBs that are operated by another institution or organization, when appropriate. The goal of this initiative would be to preserve or enhance the protection of human subjects in research while reducing duplication of effort and administrative burden. A representative of OHRP will summarize the comments received by OHRP, followed by representatives of independent and academic IRBs sharing issues of concern. 
