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The Role of HIPAA in Research
Under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (“HIPAA”), “covered entities” (health plans, health care clearinghouses, and most heath care providers), may use or disclose individually identifiable information (called protected health information or “PHI”) only as expressly permitted by the HIPAA Privacy Rule. Institutions conducting federally supported human subject research also must comply with the federal Common Rule. Because the research community continues to express confusion and frustration with the HIPAA rules for research and how they differ from the Common Rule, this panel hosts a presentation of a recent Institute of Medicine report, “Health Research and the Privacy of Health Information - The HIPAA Privacy Rule”. In addition the Association of Academic Health Centers will discuss the results of a recent survey on the impact of the HIPAA Privacy Rule on research; this will be followed by comments from a representative of the Office of Civil Rights, and general discussion. 

Following this panel SACHRP will review its HIPAA recommendations that were made to the Secretary in September, 2004, and discuss possible revisions. 

