Dear Tribal Leader:

Thank you for your continued support and work with the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS).  In keeping with HHS policy on Consultation with American Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) Tribes and Indian Organizations, we are pleased to invite you to the FY 2005 Budget Consultation Meeting.  The meeting will be held on May 6th from 9:00 am to 4:40 pm in room 800 of the Hubert H. Humphrey Building, 200 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC.

The purpose of this meeting is to give tribal leaders and representatives of Indian organizations an opportunity to present funding needs and priorities as the Department develops its FY 2005 budget request.  Heads of HHS Divisions and their staff will attend this meeting in order to hear your needs and priorities first hand.

As you can see from the enclosed draft agenda, the first presentations address issues which are relevant to many parts of the Department.  Subsequent presentations are more focused on the programs of specific HHS Operating Divisions.

The FY 2004 Tribal Budget Consultation Meeting transcript can be found at http://www.hhs.gov/iga/tribal/.  In addition, a description of the FY 2004 President’s Budget Request may be found at http://www.hhs.gov/budget/docbudget.htm.   We have also included as an attachment to this letter a copy of the draft agenda for this year’s budget consultation.  We encourage you to review the draft agenda and the information on these WEB sites and welcome your comments.  Please RSVP by sending your information to Eugenia Tyner-Dawson, Senior Advisor for Tribal Affairs, Office of Intergovernmental Affairs.  She may be reached by phone, (202) 690-6060, Fax (202) 690-5672, or email at Eugenia.Tyner-Dawson@hhs.gov
HHS is also responding to your request to consolidate and coordinate our consultation efforts.  Included in this letter are notices of two additional consultation sessions scheduled in Washington, DC during the same week for your traveling convenience.  We hope your schedule permits your attendance at each of the planned sessions identified below.

The Indian Health Service (IHS) will hold its National Budget Meeting on May 7-8 at the Embassy Suites Hotel at Chevy Chase Pavilion.  The purpose of this meeting is to synthesize and consolidate 12 sets of Area recommendations into one budget request for the IHS.  The participants will also develop recommendations to be used as guidance for IHS budget decisions that will occur later in the process.  For additional information 
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please contact Elizabeth Fowler, Deputy Director for Budget Formulation, IHS, on (301) 443-1270 or by e-mail at efowler@hqe.ihs.gov.

We also are including in this mailing information on the Administration’s proposals to modernize and improve Medicare and Medicaid.  You will see that these proposals are in the form of general frameworks and broad principles.  Representatives from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services will be going over these frameworks during the second day of the IHS budget consultation meeting at the Embassy Suites Hotel at Chevy Chase Pavilion on Thursday May 8.  We will be interested to hear your views then or in other ways.  The Congress has indicated that they would prefer to develop the details for these proposals themselves.  Much of that work is likely to be done by the Congressional Committees with jurisdiction over Medicare and Medicaid – the Senate Committee on Finance and the House Committees on Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means.  Additional information can be found at http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2003pres/20030131d.html and http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/03/print/20030304-1.html.

We look forward to your participation in the meetings and to our continued partnership.






Regina B. Schofield



Director, Office of Intergovernmental Affairs

Attachments:

A – HHS 5th Annual Tribal Budget Consultation Draft Agenda

B – IHS National Budget Meeting Draft Agenda

C – CMS Medicare & Medicaid Information

