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· Thank you, Dr. Gipp (Jerry), for your warm introduction.  It is a pleasure to be here with you and the Tribal College and University Presidents, faculty, and other representatives and guests of the American Indian Higher Education Consortium (AIHEC) [AYE-HECK] on behalf of President Bush and Secretary Thompson.

· I want to begin by highlighting the President’s commitment to tribal colleges and universities, which he spoke of last Summer in an Executive Order.  The President said:  
There is a unique relationship between the United States and Indian tribes, and a special relationship between the United States and Indian tribes, and a special relationship between the United States and Alaska native entities.  . . . It is the policy of the Federal Government that this Nation’s commitment to educational excellence and opportunity must extend as well to the tribal colleges and universities that serve Indian tribes and Alaska Native entities.

· The Tribal Colleges and Universities work with the local tribal governments and community to provide opportunities for educating Native American youth in an environment that promotes their health and well-being by helping them to maintain their cultural identity while assuring them a higher education opportunity is available them as well.

· Secretary Thompson has made the elimination of health disparities a priority for the Department and has charged me with responsibilities for leading this initiative.  We believe that Tribal Colleges and Universities play an essential role in eliminating health disparities among American Indians.  

· Part of this includes enhancing the capacity of TCUs and increasing the pool of Native American health professionals and biomedical researchers. 

· Salish Kootenai College, on the Flathead Reservation in Montana, and Oglala Lakota College, on the Pine Ridge Reservation, in South Dakota, illustrate how tribal colleges can assist in training more health providers for Native communities to help eliminate health disparities. 

· Both of these Tribal Colleges offer four year nursing degree programs.  The majority of the graduates work in hospitals and clinics in and around the reservations.  

· The Secretary has visited President John Steele and worked with him to address education concerns for the Oglala Sioux Tribe.  And on behalf of Secretary Thompson, I extend our compliments to President Thomas Shortbull.  

· I have visited with Chairman Fred Matt of the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of Flathead Nation.  President Joe McDonald, your College is doing a fabulous job.

· The many other TCUs that offer health professions education are a part of the pipeline that promotes health careers for American Indians.  I have traveled also to the Chippewa Cree Tribe of Rocky Boy’s Reservation and met with Chairman Alvin Windy Boy, Sr.  I heard first-hand the excitement he feels for the construction of the new Stone Child College campus.   

· I am sure President Steve Galbavy is equally excited to bring students into this new facility.  I’m hopeful that my upcoming trip to the Tohono O’odham Nation at the first of March will present an opportunity to visit with President Robert Martin regarding the Nation’s Community College efforts.

· The President, Secretary Thompson and I are all committed to working with you.  To this end, the Department is proud to be here, today, to talk about some of the projects we are working on with Tribal Colleges and Universities.

· Unfortunately, I need to depart directly following my remarks, however, we have several HHS staff here to participate, and they will report back to me on your discussion with them this afternoon.

· Mr. Patrik Johansson is with our Office of Minority Health, and he has the lead responsibility at HHS for the implementation of President Bush’s EO 13270 in support of Tribal Colleges and Universities.  Patrick is joined by Admiral Eric Broderick, on detail from IHS to work in the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs for tribal health policy matters.  

· Ric is accompanied by Commander Christopher Holliday, and they will talk about a project underway with several of you to address joint efforts in the field of oral health professions.  

· Finally, I would like to mention Ms. Gena Tyner-Dawson. She is a member of my immediate staff in the Office of Intergovernmental Affairs and serves as our senior advisor for tribal affairs. She will moderate the HHS panel discussion and provide response to any questions you have regarding how tribal affairs is coordinated and communicated across the Department.

· It is through each of you that Native Americans obtain access to unique culturally relevant educational opportunities, and we at HHS hope their dreams and aspirations come true.  I want to thank each and every one of you for your dedication to your neighbors and your tribal communities.

· It has been a privilege to be here.  Thank you for providing me time to speak with you.
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