Kenneth W. Ritchey, Director

Ohio Department of Mental Retardation

and Developmental Disabilities

Governor Bob Taft appointed Kenneth W. Ritchey director of the Ohio Department of Mental Retardation and Developmental Disabilities (MR/DD) on February 11, 1999.  

Director Ritchey oversees the human service agency that provides funding, oversight and technical assistance to Ohio’s 88 County Boards of MR/DD.  More than 68,000 Ohioans receive services and supports through Ohio’s MR/DD system.  

Director Ritchey received his Bachelor’s degree from Shippensburg University (Pennsylvania) and has his Master’s degree from the Curry School of Education, University of Virginia.  He has a second Master’s in Education Administration from the University of Dayton and participated in the Program for Senior Executives in State and Local Government sponsored by the John F. Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University.

Director Ritchey has guided the Department of MR/DD through a number of significant changes and accomplishments.  Some of the major initiatives under his leadership include: a complete redesign of Ohio’s Medicaid system for people with disabilities; major health and safety initiatives; restructuring of the department’s table of organization; expansion of Ohio’s Self-Determination project; development of important Interagency Agreements and collaboratives; settlements of long-standing lawsuits; consolidated State developmental services and the implementation of Ohio’s MR/DD Vision Paper. 

