progress on nfi solutions, nfi-related activity, and next steps

Table 5:
Assistant Secretary for Planning and Evaluation (ASPE)  


	NFI Chapter:   Solution Category

[NFI Domain]
	2003 Update of NFI Activity

and Funding
	2004-2005 Next Steps



	Chapter 1:

Coherent, Cost-Effective Structure, Administration, and Financing

[Health]
	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE produced a report that analyzed aggregate age-adjusted disability rates.
	· Continue analyses and update Older Americans 2000 chart book.

	
	· Currently engaged in an analysis of the 1984-1999 National Long-Term Care Survey to examine the relationship between declines in elderly disability and health care utilization and costs, using Medicare claims data.
	

	Chapter 1:

Coherent Cost-Effective Structure, Administration and Financing

Section A:

Medicaid—Eliminate Institutional Bias

[Community Integration]
	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE completed case studies of 8 state nursing home transition programs.
	

	
	· ASPE is conducting field research and analyzing state administrative data to understand the experience Texas has had in implementing the Rider 28 Money Follows the Person initiative.
	· A report will be produced in 2004.

	
	· ASPE is in the final year of a multi-year project to develop a handbook that describes and clarifies Medicaid rules and regulations governing the application of Medicaid options for people with mental illness.
	· The handbook will be completed in 2004.

	Chapter 1:

Coherent Cost-Effective Structure, Administration and Financing

Section A:

Medicaid—Eliminate Institutional Bias

[Community Integration]
	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE is undertaking a study of how states have organized available federal, state and local funding for community alternatives for children with serious emotional disturbances who would otherwise be in psychiatric residential treatment facilities.
	· A report will be produced in 2004.

	Chapter 1:

Coherent Cost-Effective Structure, Administration and Financing

Section C:

Improving the Workforce Availability and Capability 

[Employment/Workforce]
	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE has designed a national survey of certified nursing aides in order to provide better information for providers and policymakers interested in recruitment and retention of the long-term care workforce.  
	· The survey will be fielded in July 2004, in conjunction with the National Nursing Home Survey.  Results of the survey should be available by December 2004.

	
	· ASPE, along with the Department of Labor, is convening a symposium to bring together providers, researchers, policymakers and state officials to focus on what can be learned from research and practice to develop the long-term care workforce and enhance its performance. 
	· The symposium will be held in May 2004.

	
	· ASPE, in collaboration with the Department of Labor/Employment and Training Administration (ETA), has been working on apprenticeship programs to enhance training and create greater career ladders for direct care workers.
	

	Chapter 1:

Coherent Cost-Effective Structure, Administration and Financing

Section C:

Improving the Workforce Availability and Capability 

[Employment/Workforce]
	· ASPE is assesing the suitability of skills, employment history, and characteristics of TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) recipients in direct care jobs in the long-term care (LTC) industry.
	· A report will be produced in 2004.



	
	· ASPE helped facilitate the development of the Better Jobs, Better Care demonstration and applied research program, to create changes in policy and practice which will lead to the recruitment and retention of high-quality paraprofessional workforce in both nursing homes and home and community-based settings.  Demonstration and evaluation grants have been awarded and the first annual grantee meeting was convened in November 2003.
	

	Chapter 2:

Promoting Independence, Responsibility, and Consumer-Driven Services

[Community Integration]
	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE is conducting a study of fee-for-service based care coordination programs for Medicaid beneficiaries (both dual and non-dual eligible) with chronic illness.
	· A report will be available in Summer 2004.

	
	· New findings from the Cash and Counseling Demonstration controlled experimental design evaluation were reported in the journal Health Affairs (online) on November 19, 2003.  
	· The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, ASPE, and AoA are preparing to co-sponsor a new round of Cash and Counseling program replications in 10 states.  Awards will be made in Summer 2004.

	Chapter 2:

Promoting Independence, Responsibility, and Consumer-Driven Services

[Community Integration]
	· Arkansas Independent Choices (its Cash and Counseling demonstration program) received a 2003 State Innovations Award from the Council of State Governments.
	· ASPE will continue to assess the impact of State Innovation Grantee activities on service delivery system models.

	
	· Arkansas and South Dakota received ASPE State Innovations grants for demonstration projects in 2002.  Both states applied for and received continuation funds for 2003.  (1)  Arkansas's demonstration program called Next Choice will adapt the Cash and Counseling model pioneered in the state's Independent Choices program to the goal of transitioning some nursing home residents back into the community.  (2) South Dakota's demonstration involves working in rural areas---in particular on Native American reservations--to enable more individuals with developmental disabilities to continue to reside at home instead of having to move into MR/DD (mentally retarded/developmentally disabled) group homes located many miles away from their families and tribal communities.
	

	Chapter 3:

Assistance to Families and Informal Caregivers

[Community Integration]
	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE is preparing an updated and expanded version of the booklet Informal Caregiving: Compassion in Action, which was published in 1998 jointly by ASPE and the Administration on Aging (AoA).
	· This project will also be used to convene a Technical Expert Panel meeting to discuss the design of future waves of the “Informal Caregiving” Supplement to the National Long-Term Care Survey.

	Chapter 3:

Assistance to Families and Informal Caregivers

[Community Integration]
	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE held a Town Hall meeting in December 2003 to highlight the important contributions of family caregivers in caring for the elderly on the “front lines” of long-term care.
	

	
	· ASPE is assessing the range of issues with negotiated risk agreements in assisted living facilities.
	· A final report is due in September 2004.

	
	· ASPE is analyzing the 1999 Medicaid Statistical Information System (MSIS) data to describe the population of long-term care and mental health care eligible beneficiaries and service recipients, their service utilization, and expenditures.  
	

	
	· ASPE is updating a state-by-state analysis and compendium of regulations related to residential long-term care services.
	· The 2003 information will be compiled and available in 2004.

	
	· ASPE is developing comprehensive and systematic information on existing and emerging technologies in long-term care settings, documenting and evaluating ease of use, cost-benefit ratio, and contribution to the quality of life of people with disabilities and caregivers.
	· The database of emerging technologies in long-term care settings is available on the website Technology for Long Term Care, techforltc.org




	Chapter 4:

Coordination and Reduction of Fragmentation

[Community Integration]
	· In FY 2003, AoA funded a project to develop a data book on the transportation needs and characteristics of older adults, benchmarks to chart federal/state/local progress in coordinating transportation services, and promising practices in the area of transportation coordination.
	· Complete project and disseminate final product to the Aging Network and other stakeholders.

	Chapter 4:

Coordination and Reduction of Fragmentation

[Community Integration]
	· In FY 2003, AoA funded a project to develop a data book on the transportation needs and characteristics of older adults, benchmarks to chart federal/state/local progress in coordinating transportation services, and promising practices in the area of transportation coordination
	· Complete project and dissemination final product to the Aging Network and other stakeholders.

	Chapter 5:

Accountability and Fulfillment of Legal Obligations

[Community Integration]

	· The Office of Disability, Aging, and Long-Term Care Policy (DALTCP) in ASPE is developing a range of possible strategies and/or "interventions" to reduce an older person's risk of falling in the home, and designing demonstration options to test and evaluate such interventions.
	· A series of design options will be developed by the Fall of 2004.  

	
	· ASPE is developing and testing alternative modeling approaches to assessing the quality of home health care.
	· These reported findings will be provided to home health care providers, to foster a better understanding of current and alternative modeling approaches to risk adjustment of home health quality indicators.
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