MARC CHERNA/BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Marc Cherna was appointed the Director of the Allegheny County Department of Human Services (DHS) in January 1997.  As DHS Director, he is responsible for overseeing the ongoing operations of this Department, which brings under one umbrella, with a shared vision and goals, five programmatic offices: Children, Youth and Families, Mental Retardation/Developmental Disabilities, Community Services, Behavioral Health, and the Area Agency on Aging.


The Department operates with a combined budget of $715 million, approximately 1200 employees, contracts with over 500 service provider agencies, and serves approximately 250,000 county residents a year.  

Marc first came to Allegheny County in February 1996 as a result of a national search to take charge of the county's child protective service agency and immediately implemented system-wide changes that have resulted in better permanency outcomes for children.  These reforms received national recognition and were showcased by CNN on NewsNight with Aaron Brown.

Marc’s innovative practice and leadership abilities have also garnered him prestigious awards by numerous child welfare, humanitarian, and civic organizations such as; the Betty Elmer Outstanding Professional Award from Family Resources; the Urban League’s Ronald H. Brown Civic Leadership Award; the Good Government Award from the League of Women Voters.   He serves on many boards and committees such as the University of Pittsburgh’s School of Social Work’s Board of Visitors, the Executive Committee of the National Association of Public Child Welfare Administrators and the Child Welfare League of America’s National Advisory Committee on Foster Care, The United Way of Allegheny County and the Three Rivers Workforce Investment Board. 

Marc began his career in human services as a youth worker over 30 years ago.  He has extensive work experience in the field, including four years as the Director of Planning, Allocations and Agency Relations with the United Way of Union County, New Jersey and almost 14 years with the New Jersey Department of Human Services as an Assistant Director with the New Jersey Division of Youth and Family Services in the areas of Policy, Planning and Support and Program Operations and as a Special Assistant to the Deputy Commissioner.

Marc received his B.A. degree from the State University of New York at Binghamton and an M.S.W. from the Hunter College School of Social Work in New York.  He has three children and three grandchildren.
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