V. | MPROVE VACCI NES AND VACCI NATI ON  SCHEDULES

Tools for controlling vaccine preventable diseases are avail able

now, but can be inproved. The National Institutes of Health and
the Food and Drug Administration have |lead responsibilities to

develop and license new, safer, and nore effective vaccines. In
addition to assisting in devel oping new and inproved vaccines,
CDC will inplenent the ClIl and focus on inproving the use of
exi sting vaccines, including nonitoring their safety and
optim zing vaccination schedul es. For fiscal year 1994, new Cl|
activities will amobunt to a total of about $12 mllion.
Qbj ective 1: Optim ze the existing childhood inmunization
schedul e
Action Step:
a. Sinplify the current vaccine schedule and devel op a

single preferred schedule endorsed by both Advisory
Conmttee on Immunization Practices, the American

Acadeny of Pediatrics, and the American Acadeny of
Fam |y Physi ci ans.

oj ective 2: I mprove the safety of existing vaccines

Action Steps:

a. Eval uate the safety of currently |icensed vaccines
t hrough the CDC- FDA Vacci ne Adverse Events Reporting
Syst em ( VAERS)

b. Eval uate hypot heses about the causes of adverse events

C. Eval uate efficacy of currently used vaccines

d. Determine the safety of currently l|icensed vaccines
oj ective 3: Pronot e devel opnent of vaccines

Action Steps:
a. Wrk with the NVP to provide guidance to vaccine
manuf acturers (NVP Lead)

b. Conduct post-licensure studies of vaccines

C. Pronote operational research to sinplify the
i mmuni zati on schedul e by inproved use of
si mul taneous or conbined adm nistration of
anti gens.
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