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- 3 Assistant Secretary for Health

| Office of Public Health and Science
Washington D.C. 20201

Dr. Alan F. Holmer

President

Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America
1100 Fifteenth Street, NW

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Holmer:

I am writing to ask for the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America's support for
the nationwide poliovirus survey of over 15,000 biomedical laboratories that begins in October
2002. The survey is being undertaken by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)
in cooperation with other Departments of the Executive Branch.

The national survey builds on the foundation of the pilot surveys involving more than 525
laboratories. In this undertaking, the US joins the 122 other polio-free countries that have
initiated or completed similar surveys over the past two years in collaboration with the World
Health Organization.

The purpose of the survey is to alert laboratories to the impending eradication of polio, encourage
disposition of all unneeded wild poliovirus materials, and establish a national inventory of
laboratories retaining poliovirus infectious materials. The purpose of the national inventory is to
maintain a current list of laboratories retaining such materials to keep them informed of
eradication progress and when to implement containment procedures.

Within the next few weeks, the Poliovirus Laboratory Containment Preparedness (PLCP) will
provide further details on the national survey for your information, including answers to the most
commonly asked questions and draft survey instruments being used in the pilot survey.

Also included will be a media package with an announcement of the survey, which you may wish
to consider for publication in news services to your members, and a brief article that might serve
as the basis for an editorial. For further information or assistance please contact PLCP at 1-800-
221-0916 or plep@cdc.gov.

Sincerely yours,
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Eve E. Slater, M.D., F.A.C.C.
Assistant Secretary for Health

U.S. Public Health Service




