DATE

President of University
University
Street
City, State, Zip

Dear President of University
Global polio eradication is anticipated within the next few years.  Wild poliovirus will be found only in biomedical laboratories. Accidental reintroduction of polio from the laboratory to the community must be avoided.

The Department of Education supports the Department of Health and Human Services’ national survey to alert laboratories to the impending eradication of polio, encourage the disposition of all unneeded wild poliovirus materials, and establish a national inventory of laboratories retaining such materials.  

Laboratories listed on the inventory will be kept informed of eradication progress and notified when to implement enhanced biosafety measures appropriate for materials stored and procedures used. 

I request that your University fully participate in the national survey, which begins October 1, 2002.  Simple survey forms and instructional materials will be sent to your to your institution for distribution to laboratory directors.  February 2, 2003 is the completion date for the survey.  Additional information can be accessed at www.cdc.gov/od/nvpo/polio.
Thank you for your participation in this important public health endeavor.

Sincerely,

Sally Stroup

Assistant Secretary for Postsecondary Education 

Department of Education

