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f DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES Office of Public Health and Science
’:E National Vaccine Program Office

Atlanta, GA 30333

April 1, 2002

Dr. William Winkenwerder,
Assistant Secretary of Defense
1200 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1200

Dear Bill:

First, let me congratulate you on your appointment. As a President of the Armed Forces Epidemiology
Board some years ago, I am delighted that your skills have been brought to the Department of Defense.

I'am writing to you on behalf of the Department of Health and Human Services for advice on Department
of Defense participation in the nationwide biomedical laboratory survey now underway as a component of
the US strategy for wild poliovirus containment. The purpose of the survey is to alert laboratories to the
impending eradication of polio, encourage the disposal of all unneeded wild poliovirus materials, and
establish a national inventory. Laboratories on the inventory will be kept informed of eradication progress
and notified one year after the last polio case to implement enhanced biosafety measures appropriate for the
materials stored and procedures performed.

On 26 November 02 Secretary Thompson invited all Departments to appoint representatives to the Inter-
Departmental Working Group. At its first meeting on 7 March 02, the Department of Defense was
represented by CDR Michael Dobson, Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. CDR Dodson was extremely
helpful, but suggested that I write to you to inquire about the involvement of someone closer to your
Office, given the broad range of biomedical laboratories in all three services.

A copy of Secretary Thompson’s invitation is enclosed, along with addition background information. The
plan is for the federal component of the laboratory survey to begin next month along with the nationwide
pilot phase. I look forward to discussing the Department of Defense role further with you or with your
designee.

Jeff Koplan and Dennis Tolsma send their regards. Best wishes.

=

Walter R. Dowdle, PhD
Director
Poliovirus Laboratory Containment Preparedness

404-687-5608 Phone
Wdowdle@taskforce.org

Encl
ce: Dr. Eve Slater, Assistant Secretary for Health, Department of Health and Human Services

CDR Michael Dobson, AFIP, Department of Defense
Dr. Robert E. Foster, Director, BioSystems

U.S. Public Health Service
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Walter R. Dowdle, PhD

Director, Poliovirus Laboratory Containment Preparedness
Office of Public Health and Science

National Vaccine Program Office

Atlanta, Georgia 30333
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Dear Dr,Dowdle:

I am in receipt of your gracious letter and the kind words of support. I am
deeply humbled with my appointment, but greatly enthused with the opportunity
to directly influence the historic challenges confronting our nation.

I am pleased to assist and advise on the nationwide biomedical laboratory
survey, and in any other capacity for development of US strategy for global polio
eradication and containment of wild poliovirus. I currently collaborate on a
number of issues of mutual interest between the Department of Defense and
Health and Human Services—primarily in consultation with both Dr. Henderson
and Dr. Slater. The national public health implications inherent to this initiative
are clearly relevant to DoD, and I am delighted to discover that a person of your
extraordinary talent and experience is charged with leading the effort.

I am appointing Dr. David Tornberg, my Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for Clinical and Program Policy, to act on my behalf in assisting you in
this regard. You may contact Dr. Tornberg directly at (703) 681-1708, or email:
david.tornberg@ha.osd.mil.

‘Warm regards,
500
7S T D\.of)e [y 420 Yo o William Winkenwerder, Jr., MD
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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
WASHINGTON, O.C, 20201

NOV 2 6 2004

The Honorable Donald H. Rumsfeld
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon
“‘Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

1 am writing to invite you or your designec to serve on the United States Inter-Departmental
Working Group for Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses. The purpose of the Working
Group is to provide input and assistance in the development and implementation of the Umted
States Action Plan For Laboratory Containment of Wild Poliovirus.

‘When global polio eradication is achicved within a few years, stored materials in laboratories
will be the only sources of wild poliovirus. Appropriate disposal or containment of such
materials is required 1o prevent inadvertent re-establishment of polio in the community. In
addition to poliovirus stocks, infectious materials include specimens collected for other purposes
from geographic areas where polio was endemic, Many laboratorics in disciplines other than
virology may not be aware they haye such materials.
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The first step toward poliovirus laboratory containment is a nationwide survey of all biomedical
laboratorics to encourage disposal of unneeded poliovirus masterials and to establish an inventory
of laboratories retaining such marterials. Laboratories on the inventory will be informed of
eradication progress, containment developrents, and when to implement biosafety requirements
appropriarte for working with poliovirus infectious or potentially infectious materials.

Participation of your Department in the Working Group ensurcs full support for the survey and
inventory process and provides for I‘ap]d communication With laboratories under your jurisdiction
or influence.

Plcase provide the name and contact information for your working group designee within two

weeks of recciving this lstter. For further information your staff may contact Mr. Steve Scpe,
Associate Director of the National Vaccine Program Office, at 770-488-2040.

TommyAG. Thompson

I Jook forward 10 working with you on this important issue.

Sigeerely,

«
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