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Assistant Secretary for Health
Surgeon General
Washington, D.C. 20201

Walter Dowdle, Ph.D.

Director of Programs

The Task Force for Child Survival & Development
750 Commerce Drive, Suite 400

Decatur, Georgia 30030

Dear Dr. Dowdle:

The briefing I received from you and others on November 2™ regarding the United States Action
Plan for Laboratory Containment of Wild Poliovirus was very informative. The rationale for
global laboratory containment is the recognition that after polio eradication is achieved the only
sources of wild polioviruses will be in the control, diagnostic, production, research, and teaching
laboratories of the world. When polio immunization stops, a chance reintroduction of poliovirus
from one of these laboratories into the community would represent a public health threat of

global proportions.

The world now faces the formidable, challenge of locating these materials and then ensuring that
they are adequately contained in the laboratory, rendered non-infectious, or destroyed.

I understand that the three steps toward containment as described in the WHO Global Action
Plan For Laboratory Containment of Wild Poliovirus are linked to the major polio
eradication objectives. The first step begins now and requires each nation be surveyed for wild
poliovirus infectious or potentially infectious materials and a national inventory of all
laboratories that retain such materials be prepared. The second step is to be completed by the end
of the second year after detection of the last wild poliovirus. At that time, all laboratories
retaining wild poliovirus infectious or potentially infectious materials will be required to dispose
of such materials or institute high (BSL-3) containment. The final step is linked with the
decision to stop immunization and requires maximum (BSL-4) containment for wild polioviruses
and high containment for all OPV-derived viruses.

To address the many challenges of containment, I need leadership and advice of a senior expert
on these issues. That is why I am very pleased to learn of your willingness to be appointed to
work full-time as a Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Health.

The National Vaccine Advisory Committee has created a Polio Laboratory Containment
Workgroup as the core of the United States National Task Force to develop and implement a
United States Action Plan for Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses. This Task Force
will need your leadership and guidance to complete its mission successfully. The Action Plan
must involve all Departments that may have a role in containment and have the full support and
weight of our nation’s highest authorities. I also recommend a secretariat be identified with the
strength and resources to develop and implement the Plan.
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I am taking the following steps to begin the process:

I3

Designate the NVPO as secretariat for the development and implementation of the
United States Action Plan for Laboratory Containment of Wild Polioviruses.

Appoint you, beginning January 8, 2001, as the Director of these activities,
including development of the Action Plan, with authority to report to me
periodically on progress as a Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary for Health.

Identify resources necessary for development and implementation of the Plan.

Convene, with me as Chair, a Steering Committee consisting of representatives
from each Department that may have a role in the containment process.
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