Recommendation Approved by NVAC – August 24, 2009


2009 H1N1 Influenza Communications Recommendation
National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC)
This recommendation was approved by the NVAC.  The NVAC serves in an advisory role to the Assistant Secretary for Health, within the United States Department of Health and Human Services.  Thus, the recommendation listed below has been formally transmitted to the Assistant Secretary for Health for his consideration, which may include communication with various components of the Department and other interested parties.

A clear federal plan to coordinate communications regarding the H1N1 influenza pandemic and vaccination campaign is needed.  A comprehensive and detailed plan should be developed that outlines the HHS plan for clearly providing accurate information as rapidly as possible on topics including, but not limited to:

· Delineating the difference between seasonal influenza and pandemic H1N1 influenza;

· Reaching out to health-care providers who do not usually supply vaccination services (e.g., obstetricians/gynecologists, internists, etc.)

· Identifying high-risk groups and groups for which vaccination is prioritized for both seasonal influenza and pandemic H1N1 influenza, and explaining why there may be differences in these risk groups;

· Discussing and responding to emerging news and events, such as vaccine supply, vaccine safety concerns, etc.
