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March 8, 2004

Cristina Beato, M.D. 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Health and

     Director, National Vaccine Program Office

Department of Health and Human Services

200 Independence Avenue, SW, Rm. 716G

Washington, DC  20201





      RE:  NVAC - February 3-4, 2004 meeting

Dear Dr. Beato:

At the recent National Vaccine Advisory Committee (NVAC) meeting, as you know, the major topic was the influenza epidemic this winter and resulting programmatic immunization challenges to control future epidemics.  Presentations included those by senior personnel of the Centers for Disease Control, and representatives of the vaccine manufacturers, insurers and the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS).  The three subcommittees in their respective meetings also discussed influenza from their perspectives of immunization coverage, communication and future vaccines.  In response to your request that NVAC examine all possibilities and prepare a report with recommendations for the Department, a working group is in formation.  Dr. Charles Helms has agreed to be the Chair.  Our expectation is that the group will prepare a preliminary report during the spring for review at the June NVAC meeting.  Topics to be addressed include enhancing immunization delivery and coverage in adults.

The following other reports and recommendations were made by the Committee:  

1.
The Final Report of the Work Group on Poliovirus Laboratory Containment was accepted.  The report, Laboratory Containment on Wild Poliovirus in the United States, Phase I, The National Inventory of Institutions/Laboratories Retaining Wild Poliovirus Materials (1/15/2004), subsequently has been submitted to the Department.

2.
The joint ACIP/NVAC Working Group on Polio Vaccine Stockpile submitted its report and recommendations.  Their findings subsequently were presented to the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) at their February 24-25 meeting, and the recommendations will be submitted to the National Immunization Program (NIP).  

3.
At the October 2003 NVAC meeting, a working group was formed to recommend a process for the systematic evaluation of the Institute of Medicine (IOM) report, Financing of Vaccines in the 21st Century:  Assuring Access and Availability.  The group made the following recommendations: 

· Industry representatives, currently lacking on NVAC, should be involved in the deliberations of the Working Group.  Our expectation is that new appointments shortly will fill the vacancies in NVAC membership.  However, if that process is further delayed, then representatives for the work group should be sought from the vaccine and biotechnology companies.

· A meeting of stakeholders should be convened this spring to discuss the different options given in the IOM report for vaccine financing.

· Subsequently, based on this stakeholders meeting, a December 2003 forum sponsored by the National Partnership for Immunizations (NPI), and the prior NVAC survey (see my letter of November 14 reporting on the October NVAC meeting), a preliminary report will be drafted for consideration at the June meeting. 

· On behalf of the Working Group on Public Health Options for Implementing Vaccine Recommendations, Dr. Williamson (an NVAC member) presented a framework for state decision-making.  The group is working on a report for further consideration at the June meeting.

4.
The Working Group on Enhancing Public Participation in Vaccine Policy Deliberations, chaired by Dean Ruth Katz of the George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services and an NVAC member was formed in October.  The charge is to evaluate the proposal in June 2003 to NVAC from the Wingspread Public Engagement Planning Group for a demonstration project, the Vaccine Policy Analysis Collaborative (VPACE), and to consider alternative possibilities to enhance public participation in vaccine policy deliberation.  The Working Group is in the process of identifying individuals and organizations involved in public policy-making activities.  Ms. Katz has established a liaison with the Wingspread Group.  She noted that NVAC's work is not to identify mechanisms for conflict resolution but to identify means to go beyond the traditional stakeholders in this debate and engage those who are not necessarily involved in advisory committees and other forums.

Other reports concerned the new initiative by the NIP concerning a business improvement project for vaccine management and an update on NIP activities by the Acting Director, Dr. Stephen L. Cochi, on the Department's proposed initiative, Project BioShield.  In addition, the NVAC Future Vaccine Subcommittee is a co-sponsor of the 1st International Neonatal Vaccine Workshop on March 2-4, 2004 in McLean, VA.

On the occasion of the retirement of Dr. Walter A. Orenstein as NIP Director, the Committee unanimously and enthusiastically passed a resolution recognizing his contributions.  A copy of the resolution is enclosed.  The NVAC is deeply grateful for his leadership and success in enhancing the health of people in the United States and throughout the world.  We know that the Department shares our recognition and appreciation of Dr. Orenstein, as evidenced by the Department's Special Recognition award to him at the meeting.

I am taking this opportunity to express my personal appreciation of the Special Recognition Award given to me by the Department for my six-year tenure as Chair.  After conclusion of my term (March 31, 2004), I will continue to collaborate with my successor and Dr. Gellin.  Both Dr. Gellin and his predecessor as NVPO Director, Dr. Martin G. Myers, have been immensely helpful to the Committee and are invaluable resources for the Department and public health.  I also wish to thank the members of the Committee for their efforts, collaboration and support.  We as members hope that our ongoing efforts on behalf of immunization programs are helpful.

The next meeting of NVAC is scheduled for June 1, 2004.  We hope you again can join us.

Sincerely yours,

Georges Peter, M.D.

Chairman, National Vaccine Advisory Committee

Professor of Pediatrics

Vice Chair for Faculty Affairs

Department of Pediatrics

Brown Medical School

GP/cs

Enclosures

cc: 
Bruce Gellin, M.D., M.P.H.


NVAC members

