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Thank you to all of the presenters today.

This concludes our sixth and final scheduled listening session.

Since Secretary Thompson announced the creation of this Task Force on Drug Importation on March 16, we’ve heard from consumer groups; individuals in the pharmaceutical industry; international and academic perspectives; health care purchasers; professional medical groups; and members of the public.

According to my count, we’ve heard from 101 presenters, representing a number of views, opinions, and ideas.  In addition, we’ve received information through our public docket.  

Just as a reminder, any individual or organization can continue to submit information to the public docket through our Web site at www.hhs.gov/importtaskforce until June 1.

After all of that information is collected and complied, the task force will engage in the challenging duty of writing the report for Secretary Thompson.  

We’ve heard a number of different perspectives in this important public debate and I believe that we have been well-served by members of the community as a whole in providing us with the best information available.

When he created this task force, Secretary Thompson called on us to consider how and if drug importation could be conducted safely and its potential impact on the health of American patients, including on medical costs and the development of new medicines.

While, we share the goal of increasing access to prescription drugs for those who need them, indeed our report cannot just consider the short-term cost impact of allowing importation.  We must look at the implications of any policy decision with regard to safety and efficacy of the drugs, the potential long-term benefits and consequences to research, the effect on the national, international, global economy; all while taking into consideration the total supply of medicines.

The Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003, requires us to report to the secretary by the fall of this year.  However, Secretary Thompson has asked that we expedite our work and share with him our findings as soon as possible.

I look forward to working with my colleagues on the task force in assessing the information that we have received and drafting a report based on the best scientific information available that serves the public health of all Americans.

In closing, I would like to thank all of the members of the task force and the task force staff for their commitment and effort during their service thus far.
Thank you.

