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Drug Importation from Canada - What It Will Take To Work

(The Supplier’s View)

 

Summary

The Canadian International Pharmacy Association (CIPA) strongly supports U.S. congressional legislation that would allow for the safe and legal importation of personal mail-order pharmacy products from Canada by Americans. CIPA believes the Canadian mail-order program should simply be an option for Americans that compliments other available drug benefit programs. CIPA applauds the initiatives undertaken by the American government to provide more support for seniors and the poor who need lower cost pharmaceuticals. The American government should move swiftly to provide a safe and secure Canadian mail-order option. 

 

Recommendations:

For Americans to benefit from pharmaceuticals from Canada, CIPA urges the U.S. Congress to craft a bill that will do the following:

1. Limit importation to personal mail-order ONLY.

As the supplier with close ties to Health Canada and first-hand knowledge of the Canadian market, CIPA assures all stakeholders that implementation of any importation program based on a commercial wholesale channel of trade will quickly lead to the complete collapse of the program. Without adequate supply, the Canadian system will not be able to sustain the huge demand that would be placed on it by bulk cross-border transfer of drugs. This massive diversion of supply would result in wide-scale drug shortages for Canadians. The Canadian Government will not tolerate any program that jeopardizes the health of Canadians and will be forced to close the border to this trade. 

Of equal concern is the opening of the supply chain to the increased likelihood of counterfeit penetration due to the introduction of a wholesale network that permits re-packaging and re-labeling. 

Although legislation may contain prohibitions and incentives to reduce the likelihood of manufacturers cutting the supply to Canada, just the threat of wholesale distribution could force the Canadian government to intervene by halting cross-border trade.  If American access to Canadian supply disappears, Americans will seek their pharmacy products from other sources over the internet -- sources that are less secure, less safe, and more open to counterfeit and illegal substances.

2. Impose non-discrimination sanctions and incentives. 

Canadian supply is jeopardized TODAY.

Recent restrictive trade terms have been imposed on Canadian pharmacies and wholesalers by several manufacturers resulting in a supply crisis. Pfizer, Eli Lilly, Astra Zeneca, Wyeth, Novartis, Glaxo and Boehringer Ingelheim have successfully cut off supply of their drugs to Canadian mail-order pharmacies by engaging in a harsh distribution tactic known as "blacklisting". This has resulted in complete lack of availability of select products, which casts patients into a dangerous scenario of non-compliance with their prescribed therapies. From a caregiver perspective this is unacceptable and begs the urgent assistance of U.S. legislators to intervene on behalf of our American patients. 

Since the manufacturers seem determined to pursue an insensitive and unyielding course of prohibition of Canadian product, it will be up to Congress to ensure that strong and meaningful "non-discrimination" provisions be cemented into any proposed importation legislation.  If the Canadian option is shut-out, millions of Americans will seek lower cost pharmaceuticals from other countries and suppliers that don't meet the same strict regulatory requirements as pharmacies in Canada. These people may be inadvertently forced into the hands of counterfeiters and black marketers. 

3. Integrate FDA and CIPA Safety Standards.

CIPA Certified pharmacies are among the safest and most highly regulated practices in the world. Each of them are licensed and inspected by Provincial Regulatory Authorities and sell only Health Canada approved products that were made in licensed manufacturing facilities many of which are also licensed by the FDA.  CIPA Certified Pharmacies comply with additional standards of practice set specifically for international mail-order services.  In most cases, imported Canadian drugs are mailed to U.S. patients in the original manufacturer’s container with tamper evident seals intact. Counterfeit penetration of the Canadian wholesale system is negligible because of the relatively small network of wholesalers, and re-packaging and re-labeling is not performed. There has never been a documented case of an American patient being harmed by a Canadian mail-order prescription. 

Canadian mail-order pharmacies have become synonymous with trust. CIPA certified pharmacies welcome any further regulatory oversight that is deemed necessary by Congress.  Expert in international mail order systems, CIPA wants to work with the FDA in developing appropriate standards. 

 

CIPA

The Canadian International Pharmacy Association (CIPA) represents the views of the vast majority of the leading Canadian pharmacies that provide mail-order prescription services to American patients. CIPA members provide more than 80 percent of the mail-order prescriptions to now more than 2 million Americans. Our members have been dispensing safe and affordable medications to American citizens for many years. Our members adhere to all legal and regulatory requirements imposed by the Canadian government and the Provincial Regulatory Authorities. 
 

"A medicine that is unaffordable is neither safe nor effective." 

 

