PhRMA brief summary:

Here is a brief summary of our presentation:

Importation of drugs that have been outside the jurisdiction of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration is inherently unsafe.  There is no assurance that these products meet the FDA's standards for quality, purity, safety, effectiveness, or proper labeling.  Many are unapproved, contaminated, counterfeit, or have been stored, handled or shipped under substandard conditions.  Foreign health agencies devote their limited resources to regulating products intended for use in their own countries, not those that are being shipped abroad.  There is no magic bullet (or technology) to assure safe importation.  Legalizing the importation of drugs under these circumstances would reverse more than 100 years of legislative and regulatory initiatives and policies intended to protect the public health.
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