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The Pennsylvania State-wide eGrant Council is pleased to submit comments on the Federal Financial
Assistance Management Improvement Act of 1999. This Council is comprised of various
Commonwealth agencies formed specifically to achieve two goals: 1) to provide direct input and
guidance to the Federal Government on P1.1 06-107, encouraging them to listen to all States'
concerns, and 2) to work within the Commonwealth to continue the -use of eGrants with all of the
major state agencies and their constituents.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is already represented in two other venues on this Federal
Register request--through the NASACT Survey, and also under a separate letter from the Interstate
Advisory Group, of which Pennsylvania chairs with New York and Texas.17his group Of States Works
directly with the Federal Government through the Inter-agency Electronic Grants Committee (lAEGC).
 This letter is intended to provide further concerns or issues that may not already be addressed in
either of those two submissions.

As a group, we recommend the following:

1) We would like to submit on-line applications for funding which provide
general information regarding the plan for the use of the funds by program
areas, along with an outline of the goals and objectives to be achieved with
the funds, This would streamline the process in most cases and eliminate
repetitive information.  The application should identify the data elements we
must capture in order to provide the federal government with the
information they need regarding the use of funds. Once agencies are aware
of the data elements needed, they can provide meaningful updates on
specific accomplishments towards the identified goals and objectives
through the program reports (which are preferably all on-line).

2) 'ro go a step further, another consideration would be to consolidate the
EDGAR Certification listings of 12 required assurances into one five-year
state- to- federal government assurance certificate covering all grants at all
state agencies (with their federal counterparts) for this five-year period. We



have done a similar task in the PA Department of Education with over 600
school entities and it has proven



to be very successful. We would gladly participate further in this endeavor
if requested. Specifically, it would be to fold the following items into the
five-year agreement:

a) That the plan is submitted by the State agency that is eligible to
Submit the plan [34CFR 76.104(a)(1)]

b) That the State agency has authority under state law to perform
the functions of the state under the program [34CFR
76,104(a)(2)]

c) That the state legally may carry out each provision of the plan L34
CFR 76.104(a)(3)]

d) That all provisions of the plan are consistent with State law [34
CFR 76.104(a)(4)]

e) That a State officer, specified by title in the certification, has authority
under State law to receive, hold and disburse Federal Funds made
available under the plan [34 CFR 76.104(a)(5)]

t) That the State officer who submits the plan, specified by title in
the certification, has authority to submit the plan [34 CFR
76.104(a)(6)]

g) That the agency that submits the plan has adopted or otherwise
formally approved the plan [34CFR 76.104(a)(7)]

h) That the plan is the basis for state operation and admini5tration of the
program [34 CFR 76.,104(a)(8)]

i) That a copy of the State plan ww; submitted to the State
Intergovernmental Review Process [Executive Order 12372]

j) Debarment and Suspension Certification [34 CFR 85, Appendix A

k) Drug- Free Workplace Certification [34CFR 85, Appendix C]

1) Lobbying Certification 134 CFR 82, Appendix A]

3) (Specific to U.S. Departm ent of Education Appropriations Act PL 106-113.
Also reference 34 CFR 76.70S) On the topic of payment systems, the
Commonwealth would like to see revisions made to the 20/80 split method
of funding from the Federal government. to the States. This is creating some



funding issues regarding how we can allow our sub-recipients to obligate
funds before the actual funds are awarded to the State. In addition, it
creates a serious hardship for our Comptroller's Offices in controlling the
schedule of payments so as not to exceed
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the first grant allotments. These are but a few 6oncems on this issue. We would
like to have more dialogue on this at a later time.

4) Regarding the standardization of the OM13 Circulars - would it be possible lor
the Federal government to issue these circulars as the sole guidance for all
agencies to use, rather than having each Department re-issue the OMB
Circulars in their
Federal regulations. For example, much of EDGAR (34 CFR 74-86) arc re-
writes of various OMB Circulars.

We greatly appreciate the opportunity to participate in this very
important process, and encourage all of the working groups to pursue the
recommendations suggested here, IT you have further questions, or would
like to discuss any of
these topics, please don't hesitate to contact the Chair of the
Pennsylvania State-wide eGrant Council, in the Executive Offices of the
PA 'Department of Education.


