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Coordinator:
Welcome and thanks for standing by. At this time all participants are in a listen-only mode until the question and answer session of today’s call. At this time I would like to inform all parties that today’s call is being recorded, if you have any objections you may disconnect at this time.

I would now like to turn the call over to Miss Allison Roper. Thank you, you may begin.
Allison Roper:
Thank you so much. Welcome everybody; we’re so glad you could join us today. Before we get started with the substance of our call I did want to go over a couple of housekeeping items. The first is as you were just informed you are all on listen-only mode.

And so we will not be taking any verbal questions and answers today. But we do have the opportunity to allow you to ask written questions and answers. If you look at the top bar of your screen of the Net screen the fourth section over says Q&A.

If you click on there you can actually type in a question and then during specific points during the presentation we will actually take those questions and then we will answer them verbally over the phone, over the audio portion so that everybody has the benefit of hearing the questions and the answers.

Please note that we will try to get to as many of the Q&As as possible but we probably will not be able to answer every single one. And if you do have specific questions that don't get answered please feel free to email us or call us after the presentation at the information that you'll find at the end of the presentation and that is also listed on our Website as well as the funding opportunity announcement.

You can also print these slides. If you go to the bottom section of your screen if you move over to the right hand side there is a printer icon and it says Print to PDF. Everybody should have printing permission so you should be able to print to PDF.

If you are not hooked up to a printer at this point with the presentation that you’re viewing then we will have these presentations available online in the next two to three business days so please keep looking for that and it will be on our Website and you'll be able to print from there.

And with that I’m going to turn the call over to Miss Evelyn Kappeler who is the Acting Director of the Office of Adolescent Health. Evelyn.
Evelyn Kappeler:
Thank you Allison. I'd like to welcome all of you to the technical assistance Webinar for the pregnancy assistance fund, support for pregnant and parenting teens and women. We’re so glad you could be with us today.

We’re going to spend the next hour or so reviewing the current funding announcement, discussing the purpose of the legislation and the funding announcement, discussing eligibility requirements and reviewing how to apply for these funds.

Please note that we’re not able to answer questions that are specific to individual applications during this technical Webinar today. I'd also like to take this opportunity to introduce the Office of Adolescent Health team. I am Evelyn Kappeler, the Acting Director.

In this room we have Alice Bettencourt, our Acting Deputy Director as well our new team in the Office of Adolescent Health. Hopefully you've had some opportunities to interact with some of them.

I'd also like to introduce Karen Campbell who is the Director of our Office of Grants Management. And she will be handling any questions that are financial or grants related.

I'd like to talk a little bit about the Office of Adolescent Health and our Office of Grants Management. The Office of Adolescent Health was recently established through the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2010.

In the Spring of 2010 OAH released two funding opportunity announcements through the Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Program. And we are currently in the process of reviewing those applications and intend to fund $100 million in evidenced-based and evidence-informed teen pregnancy prevention grants this September.

The Office of Adolescent Health has also been charged with implementing and administering the new Pregnancy Assistance Fund to provide support of services for pregnant and parenting teens and women through a competitive state-based grant program.

We work closely with multiple adolescent health programs and offices across the department to develop more coordinated adolescent health services and initiatives.

The Office of Grants Management within the Office of Public Health and Science is the official signatory for obligating federal grant funds and for all grants business.

They monitor the business and financial transactions on grants for compliance with federal regulations and all HHS policies in that area. And this is the role that Karen Campbell as the Director of that office plays in partnership with our program office.

I'd like to talk a little bit about the new Pregnancy Assistance Fund. It authorizes $25 million each year for the next 10 years to support programs through states for pregnant and parenting teens and women.

Projects are eligible to be funded for three year project periods under this funding announcement. At the end of that three year project period there will be additional competition for new state-based programs.

This slide shows a little bit of information about the award information for this new program. Under this funding announcement we anticipate funding up to 25 state-based grants for a project period of three years.

And there’s a wide funding range from $500,000 to $2 million per year with awards being made in September of this year. And eligible entities are states including tribes, reservations and territories. And we are only accepting one application per state for consideration.

This slide provides some more detailed information about the eligibility requirements for this program. The Pregnancy Assistance Fund supports a competitive state-based grant program. As I mentioned before eligible entities are states, Indian tribes and US territories.

Please note that whenever you hear us say state we are really referring to each of these eligible entities. As I mentioned previously only one application from an eligible entity is allowed under this funding announcement.

The application should be made by the authorized state representative. And a letter to that affect will need to accompany the application. It is up to the individual state who the authorized representative will be. We recommend that you contact the state governor’s office to determine who that authorized representative will be for your state.

The funding announcement for the Pregnancy Assistance Fund is very well crafted and is very clear and detailed in its purpose and the allowable program activities. The funding announcement closely mirrors the legislation.

And based on the legislation the funding announcement indicates that states may propose to use funds to implement one or more of the following activities, support for pregnant and parenting student services at institutions of higher education, support for pregnant and parenting teens at high schools and community service centers, improving services for pregnant women who are victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault or stalking and then finally for increasing public awareness and education about available services through this program or other resources in the community.

For those states that propose to work with institutions of higher education a 25% match from each of those institutions is required under the legislation and is outlined in the funding announcement as well. We recognize that identifying matching funds can be challenging and we encourage states to work closely with your partners to identify appropriate matching sources.

The 25% match funds can come from cash or in kind donations. In kind donations can include a broad range of items including space on campus, facilitator time and the use of transportation systems. Please note that the other partners under this funding announcement, high schools, community service agencies and the state attorney general offices do not have the same legislative cost sharing requirements.

I'd like to talk a little bit about the provision for the support of pregnant and parenting students at institutions of higher education. The purpose of this particular program is to establish, maintain or operate student services within those institutions and they can be conducted on campus or through a sub-grant with a service provider in the local community.

It’s important to remember that the purpose of these funds is to supplement not supplant existing funding for such services. And the funding announcement is quite clear that we are encouraging strong linkages and referrals with existing service providers in the community. And again a reminder about the 25% cash or in kind legislative match that is required for institutions of higher education.

And finally I would also like to point out that all educational programs and activities conducted under this program must be in compliance with the requirements of Title 9 of the Education Amendments of 1972.

And moving on to talk about pregnant and parenting services for teens in high schools and community service centers again these are to operate and maintain services to provide assistance to eligible youth.

High schools and community service centers may operate in the same general manner and in accordance with all of the same requirements that are described for institutions of higher education except that there is no 25% matching requirement.

It’s also allowable for community service centers funded under this funding announcement to serve youth who are out of school with the same services. I'd also remind folks that again the education programs and activities supported under this program must be in compliance with the requirements of Title 9.

In these two programs this slide covers some of the allowable program activities for the state programs that are implemented through institutions of higher education, higher schools and community service centers.

A needs assessment and the program approach to be taken should be distinct to the needs of the population being served in each of these individual settings. And the annual assessment of performance should ensure that the institution is meeting the needs of enrolled students who are pregnant or parenting.

Public and private service providers should be identified who are located on campus or live in the local community. These providers should be qualified and culturally competent to meet the needs of the pregnant and parenting students. And we encourage programs that are established that use qualified and culturally competent providers.

The programs should focus on helping students identify and obtain needed services. And programs should make referrals for a variety of services for pregnant and parenting youth to enhance the support of services available to them.

Referrals can include referrals for prenatal care, post natal care enrollment assistance or coverage under Medicaid and CHIP, foster care adoption and related information.

Under the legislation and the funding announcement funds can also be used by states to make funding available to the state attorney general to assist with statewide efforts in providing one or more of the following services, intervention services, accompaniment or supported social services for eligible pregnant women, women who are victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault or stalking and to provide technical assistance and training related to violence against eligible pregnant women.

And this training and technical assistance can be provided to federal, state, tribal, territorial or local government law enforcement agencies, professionals who are working in the area of law, social service or healthcare settings, nonprofit organizations and faith-based organizations.

In addition to direct supportive services for pregnant and parenting teens and women the legislation and this funding announcement also specifically allow states to focus on increasing public awareness and education. States can work to increase the awareness and education of existing resources already available in the community to serve pregnant and parenting teens and women.

And in their applications states need to set guidelines with regard to the amount of funding that will be spent on public awareness and education activities.

The funding announcement also is clear that states can use these funds for the development of user-friendly Websites and new media tools to increase public awareness and education. And we encourage applications that are not just solely focused on public awareness activities but rather are supportive of a broader set of activities that provide support for pregnant and parenting teens and women.

It’s important that the public awareness and education activities help improve linkages and referrals for services thereby creating a larger network of support for pregnant and parenting teens and women.

At this point we will be taking questions from folks with regard to this section of the presentation. And we'll be taking questions for about 5 or 10 minutes and then moving onto the next section which will discuss program expectations.

So if you have a question please go to the upper left hand side of your screen under Q&A and you can type in your question and we'll be taking those and responding to them.

One of the questions that I've just gotten is how long can projects be funded for? As was mentioned earlier grants will be awarded for a project period of three years. Once that three year period is up we will be issuing a different competitive funding announcement at that point.

I would just point out that the law, the legislation, does authorize appropriations for this period - for this program for a 10-year period but the actual grant project periods are three years.

I just got another question here. Are any other entities eligible to apply for this funding besides states, tribes and territories? No, I want to be clear, only states, tribes and territories are eligible to apply for funding under this funding announcement consistent with the underlying legislative requirements. Other organizations are encouraged to work with these eligible entities as partners to provide supportive services to the target population.

Again there’s another question, did I hear that only one application per state will be accepted? Yes, that is the case. A state could provide funds as sub-grants within their own award or application but at the federal level we are only accepting one application per state.

There’s a question that’s come in, who is the authorized state representative for this grant? Each state must make its own determination as to who is the authorized representative for that state for making application and for administering these grant funds.

We recommend that you contact your governor’s office to clarify who is the authorized rep. It could be the state health department, it could be the state education department, it could be the social welfare agency but that’s a determination that the state needs to make. Okay?

Okay I'm waiting for some more questions. Okay here’s a question, what is the definition of a community service center in terms of what type of service they could be providing?

The funding announcement has a glossary of terms in the back. And the term community service center is defined in the statute and in that glossary. It means a nonprofit organization that provides social services to residents of a specific geographical area via a direct service or by contract with the local government agency.

I'm just waiting for a couple of more questions to come in. Let’s see. One question is can funds be used to pay for childcare for students to attend school either high school or college and the answer is yes, the funds can be used either to assist with child care or provide other supportive services.

Let’s see, one of the questions here is if you have a large state institution with several divisions, branches, departments, etcetera are you stating that only one state entity can apply regardless of how it falls under the institution?

Yes, only one institution within the state may make application. And as was stated earlier if you’re unsure about who that authorized rep is we suggest that you contact your governor’s office because you will need to submit a letter with your application stating that you are the authorized rep for making application for this grant program.

The funding announcement says that 501(c)3 organizations can apply. Could the state identify a 501(c)3 as its authorized representative? No, unfortunately this was an error on the face page of the grants.gov Website.

What states, territories and tribes need to follow in making application is the information that is in the funding announcement itself which clearly states that states are the eligible entities consistent with the underlying legislative authority for this program.

Now states may do sub-awards with other entities within the state including 501(c)3 organizations and propose that in their application. But only the state may make application directly.

We’re waiting on some other questions here. We literally have staff in another place who pull the questions down and walk them into us so. Okay we’re just waiting for another question here.

Just want to be clear again that a state may use other agencies in a state, either nonprofits or other state agencies as sub-awardees or partners in providing services either through institutions of higher education, at high schools, community service centers or in working on a public awareness campaign to provide information to folks in a state about necessary and supportive services.


Okay at this point I'm going to move onto the next section which is program expectations. And I'm going to hand this over to Allison Roper. At the end of that section we will also be entertaining more questions. Thank you.
Allison Roper:
Thank you Evelyn. Okay so we wanted to talk to you a little bit about some of the program expectations that are outlined in the legislation for the Pregnancy Assistance Fund as well as the funding opportunity announcement.

The funding opportunity announcement is very clear, it has very clear program expectations for all applicants regardless of where they will focus their program implementation services.

A key program expectation is that programs will emphasize health, education and social services to provide a comprehensive supportive program for pregnant and parenting teens and women.

There is a strong expectation that programs will link with existing resources and utilize those resources to provide the strongest support for the target population.

This linkage of services and resources includes strong collaboration across state agencies to ensure that existing services are utilized and gaps in services can be appropriately identified and addressed.

Program should propose evidence-based or evidence-informed practices in their applications. And we encourage you to include any data that you may have - that a state may have that supports that evidence to include that in the application as you’re proposing your implementation strategies.


And now we’re going to talk a little bit about performance and reporting criteria. There is some information listed out on the funding opportunity announcement about the expectations regarding performance and reporting criteria.

All funded states will be required to collect performance data from their partners receiving funds to provide those services that they've outlined in the application. These performance reports should be detailed and clearly demonstrate the progress that the partner is making.

States will be responsible for developing the performance and reporting criteria that will be due to them from their partners and then subsequently to the federal government to the Office of Adolescent Health.

The specific performance criteria that will be required by the state annually must be developed with 180 days of the due date to allow enough time for the partners to collect that data and to report it to the states.

And this slide actually goes through a - several bullets of what is expected to be included in the performance and reporting criteria, including an itemization of the pregnant parenting student services and the program expenditures for the fiscal year, the review and evaluate performance of the program using the state-specific performance criteria or standards and the description of the achievement in meeting the needs of the students through the programs.

Performance criteria will be unique to the state and the program that is being implemented. States should consider the program expectations of focusing on health, education and social service outcomes when developing these criteria.

So we do want you to think about what your program is trying to implement, what your needs are, who exactly you’re targeting in the geographic area that you’re targeting when you’re developing your outcomes and your performance criteria.

We have - we list here several examples of potential program outcomes. These are ones that you could include but you’re not limited to these particular outcomes. And they include graduation rates, looking at school retention and reduction in dropout rates, access to prenatal care, parenting skills, infant mortality rates, subsequent pregnancy rates and other maternal and child health outcomes.


So again these are - your own individual state performance criteria are going to be unique for the particular program that is being implemented but we do encourage you to think broadly in terms of health, education and social service outcomes.

States will be responsible for identifying the format of the report that’s going to be submitted to them. And you will of course need to share that with the partners that you’re working with and that you are funding through subcontracts.

States in their application are also expected to indicate how they will ensure that all materials being used in these programs, in these funded programs will be medically accurate and age appropriate. So it is very important that this is noted in the application and then is followed through during the actual program implementation.

We do expect that all materials will be medically accurate and complete and also age appropriate. And we do have a description here of what is meant by medically accurate and complete, and that it does - we are referring to being verified or supported by the weight of research conducted in compliance with accepted scientific methods and published in peer reviewed journals where applicable or compromising - comprising information that leading professional organizations and agencies with relevant experience in the field recognize as accurate, objective and complete.

And that will be something that you will need to report to the Office of Adolescent Health on once you identify how your information is medically accurate and age appropriate.

At this time we’re going to go over some of the - some issues around application content so we’re going to get into a little bit more detail in terms of what should be included in your application and then we will move onto some questions.

So in your application there are several things that need to be included. You first have your table of contents. And this table of contents should cover all items that are contained in the application. You do need to have the letter from the authorized - from the state that authorizes you as the state representative.

You do need to include a one-page abstract, an application narrative that is no more than 25 pages double spaced. And there are five major pieces to the application narrative; you have your description of problem and need, your project goals and objectives, your implementation plan, work plan and monitoring and stakeholder participation.

You will also need to include in your application a budget narrative and justification as well as any appendices for supportive information. When we’re talking about our project abstract we have - and it is listed out in the funding opportunity announcement - but the project abstract should include the information that you see on your screen there that talks about the name, the project title, address, contact information, etcetera.

And then after that you do need to include no more than 500 words and this can be single spaced but you do need to include a clear and concise description of the project. So we do ask that you are very direct with that and very concise with your description in the abstract so that somebody could understand what the program was about without referring to anything else in the application.

The formatting for your application narrative which is the main chunk of your application where the reviewers and the federal staff will learn more about what you’re proposing to do, should be no more than 25 pages and it should be double spaced.

We do ask that you follow, you know, basic rules in terms of one inch or larger margins on top, bottom and both sides, regular size 8.5 by 11 paper, 12 point font, etcetera.

We do allow that all pages - well all pages, charts, figures and tables should be numbered but the charts and figures and tables do not need to be double spaced so that’s actually what that means. The pages do - the 25-pages do need to be double spaced but the charts, figures and tables do not need to be double spaced.

When you’re writing your application narrative we do ask that you follow the sections that are outlined in the funding opportunity announcement with the headings indicated. Applicants should not craft their application narrative based on the review criteria sections that are noted in the funding opportunity announcement.

Please follow the headings that are noted in the application narrative section of the funding opportunity announcement. Each section of the application narrative is going to have key elements that should be included in the narrative.

Please be sure to read through this funding announcement carefully to ensure that you understand all of the key points that should be included in the narrative. Applicants are encouraged to go back through their narrative after it is written to ensure that all key points were covered in your writing.

So the first section of the application narrative is your description of problem and need. Again you want to keep in mind that these five sections of the application narrative are limited to 25 pages double spaced so you’re going to want to think about making sure that you cover all of these points in that allotted space.


But in this section you’re going to talk about your assessment of the needs for this population. You’re going to include any analysis that was conducted for the target population or the geographic area being identified to - for implementation, you’re going to provide a brief description of the existing programs that already address the issues and any gaps that exist.

You’re going to identify those with the greatest need that are going to be served and how the funds are going to be used to focus on those specific populations and geographic areas.

And you want to describe how your project-supported activities are medically accurate and complete, incorporate cultural competencies, age appropriateness and linguistic and literacy appropriateness.

In the next section of your application narrative you’re going to talk about your project goals and objectives. States can develop a logic model that fits their own program and will be useful to them so we do ask that you have - that you identify program goals, outcome objectives and a logic model.

We don't have a specific logic model style that our office requires so you can use whatever kind of style that you do - that works for your program and works for your agency.

We do ask that you use smart objectives and that refers to specific, measurable, achievable realistic and timeframed so we do want them to be very specific. There’s no specific number of program outcomes that should be developed.

Any program outcomes developed should relate directly back to the activities being implemented and monitored. And again we have here - we've listed out some of the potential program outcomes that you could use as measures to examine how effective your program is. And again those all relate back to health, education and social service outcomes.

The next section in the application narrative is the implementation plan. So you want to - in this section you want to describe your organizational structure of the responsible agency, you want to include information about key staff and their roles, you want to discuss available resources and capacity to implement the program.

And develop a plan for each proposed program activity and the funds to be used. Describe the use of evidence-based programs and practices and include any supporting data that you have for those programs and practices.

Discuss your barriers to implementation, procedures, monitoring and coordination and describe how linkages to existing health education and social services will occur.

Linkage examples include but are not limited to linking with home visiting programs, education about Medicaid and CHIP, referrals to existing health and social services or utilizing free mobile information services such as text4baby.

The next section in the application narrative is the work plan and monitoring section. And in this section you’re going to describe how the state is going to manage the grant project. You’re also going to discuss how program integrity and efficiency will be ensured.

You'll identify how criteria will be established to make any of the sub-awards that will be made for program implementation. You’re going to discuss how performance criteria will be monitored and assessed through annual reporting, describe the monitoring process for sub-awardees and identify how medical accuracy will be monitored.


The work plan that you should present should be for at least one year. And the funding announcement does not require that the work plan cover the entire three-year project period so we do just require that you have the detailed work plan for that first year.

And in the next section of the application narrative this is where you’re going to talk about stakeholder participation. We really encourage strong linkages and strong collaborations with other stakeholders in your community. So in this section we want you to talk about how the state is going to involve others.

And some of those organizations or people may include service recipients, existing providers of health education and social services, institutions of higher education, high schools, community service centers and state attorneys general offices. And there’s going to definitely be other stakeholders involved in the implementation of this program as well.

We do want you to provide some detail on how others are going to be involved in the design and implementation of the proposed project as appropriate since these are also stakeholders are ones who are going to be familiar with the needs of the target population and will be ones who are out in the community and can access service recipients easily.

So those were the five components of your application narrative that will need to be included in the 25 pages. And again that is a limit of 25 pages double spaced so please do not go over that - that limit, it is a limit of 25 pages for the application narrative.

Your budget narrative is part of the application but it is not part of that program or application narrative so it does not count towards that 25 pages. So you do have additional pages here that you can use for your budget narrative.

In this section you’re going to outline your proposed costs that are going to support all of the project activities. We do want you to provide some detail in this section so we want you to think through as carefully as you can how the proposed costs are derived, breakdown each line item and provide an explanation of the costs.

You should - for personnel you should include salary per person and percent of time each person will spend on a grant. Detailed information for the first year is required and then a brief summary of the budget for years two to three. So we do ask for the budget that you’re proposing that you propose a budget for one year.

We know that the project period will end up being for up to three years but we do ask that you propose the detailed budget and the budget request for one year only and then we will do continuation application for the additional years each year.

In kind contributions should be included in your budget narrative. And so you need to be able to identify the source of the contribution and how that value was determined. So make sure if you are planning to work with institutions of higher education that you do indicate where that 25% match is coming from and how that value was determined in your budget preparation.

Your appendices are for supportive information only. We do not have any specific appendix items that are required in this funding opportunity announcement so we do ask that any items that are included in the appendix are considered for - as supportive information and should not replace necessary information from the application narrative.

All of your critical information should be included in the - for the proposed project should be included in the body of the application. But when you do provide appendices please label them clearly so that they are easily readable and accessed.

Some examples of potential appendix items would be a CV or a resume for key personnel, your organizational structure, examples of your organizational capabilities and then potentially other supplemental information which might support your application.

In terms of budget information applicants are going to need to fill out the Standard Form 424A with their proposed budget for the first year of their proposed project. And this - all the budget forms and all of the grant forms required for this application are going to be on grants.gov or grantsolutions.gov and so you can find that information there.

Again budget proposals should be for one year only. Applicants should budget for three technical assistance trainings per year. And they should plan to send two direct staff to each of the three regional trainings.

These trainings are trainings that are going to be facilitated or hosted by the Office of Adolescent Health along with the other grant programs that the Office of Adolescent Health funds through the Teenage Pregnancy Prevention program.

So we do ask that you in your budget propose to send budgets for sending two direct staff to three regional trainings per year. you should also propose to send at least one key staff person to an annual conference each year that is hosted again by the Office of Adolescent Health.

And we do ask - we do let you know that you can budget as if you were going to the Washington DC area for planning purposes. But that these locations may change but just in terms of your application for planning purposes.

As you looking over your budget we encourage you to read the directions for the 424 forms and then if you have specific questions you can always contact the Office of Grants Management who’s well-versed in these budget forms but we didn't want to go into detail in this particular presentation on the actual line items of the budget forms.

So for funding restrictions this is definitely important. Funds cannot be used for several things including building alterations or renovations, construction, fund-raising activities, political education or lobbying. The funds cannot be used to supplant or replace current public or private funding.

They cannot be used to supplant ongoing or usual activities of any organization involved in the project. They cannot be used to purchase or improve land or to purchase, construct or make permanent improvements to any building. And they cannot be used to reimburse pre-award costs.

So we do want you to just be aware of your funding restrictions that really the funding opportunity announcement outlined very clearly what those restrictions are that it also outlines what the expectations are in terms of how you will spend these funds and that they will be spent for supportive services for pregnant and parenting teens.


And at this time we’re going to take some more written questions, I know there've been a few that have come in. And the first one I have is related to performance criteria. Do applicants have to include identified performance criteria in the application?

Applicants should include proposed SMART objectives that are related to health, education and social service outcomes in their application. These outcomes should be directly related to the activities proposed in the application so please consider carefully what you’re proposing to do and ensure that your outcomes are directly related to those activities.


Funded grantees are going to have an opportunity to further develop detailed performance criteria that will be collected from individual institution and agencies once funding occurs.

Okay, another question that came in is should a state’s application cover a three-year plan or for just the first year? Is a planning phase allowable if providing a three-year plan?

So a state’s application should cover a one-year plan. Needs assessments are allowable as a means of planning during that first year but these are three-year project periods but you will be just applying for the first year and then a continuation application - a non-competing continuation application will be required each of the subsequent years for the next two years after that.


So for your first year it will be for one year. And the budget will be for one year and your proposed plan will be for one year. You can have a planning phase where you conduct a needs assessment but we do expect that you will be - once you've worked with the office and once you've developed a strong work plan and developed a relationship that you will be ready to implement your program fairly quickly once awarded.


Another question that came in is does the state apply for the agencies or to the agencies apply under the state’s approval? And the answer is that the state authorizes an agency to apply. A letter with the authorization must the included in the application.

And that is going to be a state-based agency that would be authorized to apply so you do have to have that authorization; we can't stress that enough. We don't want anybody to waste any of their time in writing an application if they’re not eligible.

Are human service agencies receiving funding required to provide 25% match? No, only institutions of higher education are required to provide 25% match under this funding opportunity announcement.


Is there an overall page limit for applications? No there is not an overall page limit for the application. The project narrative however, which we have also referred to as the application narrative, cannot exceed 25 double spaced pages. But when you include everything else including your budget narrative as well as your appendices there is not an overall page limit.


Do you have to identify your potential sub grantees upfront or can the RFP process be done afterwards? No, sub awardees do not have to be identified in the application. The state can outline it’s a award process in the application that you do not have to identify your specific sub grantees upfront.

We recognize that applicants only have - or states only have 30 days to make application so we know that many of you will not be able to go through an entire RFP process during that quick 30-day turnaround. So we do ask that you outline it your award process in the application.


Will the three TA trainings be in Washington DC as well? And we are using Washington DC for planning purposes but they will probably be in different areas but please just use Washington DC for your planning purposes in your budget.


Is there a funded planning period included in the funding opportunity announcement? Again funds are available for needs assessments during the initial year but we do ask that - you’re not going to be spending the entire first year in a planning.


How do we find out if the state is applying? We are a nonprofit agency. Again we’re going to ask you to contact your governor’s office to determine what state agency is going to be the authorized representative and whether or not your state is interested in applying for these funds.

Are we limited to one category or can we focus on one and add Ian financial requests that would include public awareness funds too as an example? States can apply for one, two, three or all four of the categories that we mentioned which would be working with institutions of higher education, working with high schools or community service centers, working with the state attorneys general offices and doing public education and awareness.

So you can do one, two, three or all four of those categories you can to provide supportive services for teens - pregnant and parenting teens and women.

For Option 4 which would be a public awareness, is there guidance on what percent of the funding can be spent on public awareness and education? No there’s not a specific items that the statute does require that the state does have guidelines or limits on how much funding may be utilized for this purpose within reasonable amounts obviously.

And I'm looking to see if I have any other questions. Okay I think we’re ready to move on and we will get back - we still have another opportunity for questions and just a few minutes. And I am now going to turn it over to Megan Landry.
Megan Landry:
Thank you Allison. Applications for this funding opportunity are due August 2 and must be submitted no later than 8 o'clock pm Eastern for electronic applications and 5 o'clock pm Eastern for a hardcopy applications sent by mail or hand delivery.

Applicants should submit either electronically or via hardcopy submission but not both. Please complete all the required forms located in the application packet. This packet can be accessed through the online system or via request for hardcopy submissions. Late or incomplete applications will not be accepted for review.

Electronic submissions can be completed through grants.gov or grantsolutions.gov. Applicants should plan for at least one week for full registration on gratns.gov so be sure to register well in advance.

Again applications must be submitted no later than 8:00 pm for electronic submissions. In addition the electronic applications all required hardcopy original signatures and mail-in items must be received by the Office of Grants Management Grant Application Center no later than 5:00 pm Eastern on August 3.

Applications are not considered valid until all electronic components, hardcopy original signatures and mail-in items are received. If you are submitting your application via grants.gov no additional hardcopy signature pages are required. If you are submitting via grantsolutions.gov additional hardcopy signature pages are required for the 424 and the disclosure of lobbying form.

If you intend to submit a hardcopy application it must be received no later than 5:00 pm Eastern on August 2. All materials must be mailed or hand delivered to the address indicated on this slide. And please include the following attention line on the lower left corner of your mailing envelope: Attention Office of Adolescent Health - PAF New Grant Application.

An application tip for those submitting a hardcopy by mail or hand delivery do not staple or bind your application in any way. Do not send any extraneous materials such as videos or books. Do not send double-sided information or pamphlets.

Do not submit any proposed curriculum or educational materials that you will use. However please do double space on 8.5 by 11 paper and do submit an original plus two copies.

General application tips for electronic and paper submissions, please read the entire funding opportunity announcement and the application kit before writing your proposal. Complete the one-page abstract after the entire narrative is completed. And please read the review criteria and the application instructions carefully.

Do not exceed the 25 double-spaced page limit for the application narrative. This will make your application ineligible. Do submit your application no later than 5:00 pm for hardcopy applications or 8 o'clock pm for electronic copies on August 2.

And be sure to allow extra time for any unforeseen difficulties with the online application process. Please remember that the funding opportunity announcement is the primary guide to programmatic requirements therefore follow what the FOA says and submit any questions to the Office of Adolescent Health or the Office of Grants Management.

Finally for submission information applicants are encouraged to complete and submit the application tracking form directly to the Office of Adolescent Health at the time of application submission. And this form can be submitted via fax or email to the telephone number or address provided. This form is used by OAH to track grant applications. And it can be found in Appendix A of the funding opportunity announcement.

The application review process includes eligible applications being reviewed by a multidisciplinary panel comprised of independent reviewers and federal staff and then subsequently reviewed by OAH staff. The independent reviewers will assess and score the applications according to review criteria listed here totaling 100 points. When writing your application please keep the review criteria in mind but follow the guidance outlined in the FOA for the application narrative.

Final award decisions will be made based on scores, recommendations and comments from the objective review committee panel, the geographic distribution of projects, geographic area to be served particularly underserved areas and populations, the extent to which there are a broad range of programs both in size and scope and the reasonableness of the estimated costs of the proposed project.

And reminders for eligibility and screen-outs, late registration for the online grant submission process may result in a late application so it’s very important to register as least one week in advance. Late applications will be deemed ineligible.

The application must be submitted by the authorized representative of the state. The application narrative is limited to 25 double-spaced pages. And again there’s no limit for the total application.

Successful applicants will be notified through a notice of grant award. The state’s authorized representative will be notified of the outcome of the application by postal mail. Please be sure to read the entire notice of grant award for any conditions placed on the award.

We'll continue with additional questions at this time.
Evelyn Kappeler:
We've had some other questions come in that either address program expectations or the program background. One of the questions is what plans do you have for sharing information and resources related to parenting, child development and relationship skills education?

And I think as was mentioned earlier there will be plans for an annual grantee conference which will be an opportunity to share information about latest developments in the field.

Also the Office of Adolescent Health will be facilitating a series of technical assistance and training sessions. And each of the states should budget two staff people to attend three sessions per year. These are opportunities to provide information to grantees and training on specific areas of need or information.

The next question is the implementation guidelines reference evidence-based practices. What degree of fidelity are you expecting to the latter? We do hope that applicants would identify the evidence-based programs or practices that they’re going to be utilizing and that they also describe the data supporting the effectiveness of the proposed evidence-based strategy.

If applicants are using a strategy they should implement it with fidelity and be able to justify and support any adaptations and ensure that they are also medically accurate and complete, culturally competent and age appropriate.

Another question, did I understand that this grant opportunity will not be made available for a competitive application again for three years from now? The answer is yes, at this point we have $25 million in funds for applications for project periods that will last three years. We expect that at the end of three years that we will issue another competitive funding announcement for states.

There’s another question, it is clear that services are expected to include mothers and women. Are there any similar expectations or restrictions on serving adolescent fathers?

The legislation and the funding announcement are both clear about the fact that parents including fathers and not just adolescent fathers may be provided services through this program.

There’s a question here, could you clarify eligible pregnant women? Are only victims of violence or assault considered to be eligible? The term eligible pregnant women is defined in the statute and it’s also included in the glossary of terms in Appendix B of the funding announcement.

And the term eligible pregnant women is defined as any female of any age who is pregnant on the date on which such woman became a victim of domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault or stalking or who was pregnant during the one-year period before such date.

I'd just like to remind people that this is a very clearly written statute and that the funding announcement parallels the statute very closely in terms of the requirements and the definitions. I would encourage applicants to read through the underlying statutory authority and carefully read through the funding announcement for all of the requirements.

The next question here is can funds be used for transportation to school with the babies and medical appointments either in high school or college? And the answer is yes, it is a permissible, allowable expense under this funding announcement.

Another question is can tribal organizations apply as well as state organizations but only one will be picked? Tribal organizations and states may apply. There is no limit on tribal awards. There will be one award per state agency but there is no limit on the number of tribal awards.

Let’s see, this next question goes to the application, does the logic model count towards the 25 page limit or could it be included in the appendices? The logic model should be described in the narrative but the model itself can be placed in the appendices.

Let’s see, this next question is, could you give some examples of evidence-based strategies and also programs in the context of these fund? The answer is that the funding announcement is very flexible.

States should describe the evidence-based practices or programs that they propose to use and how they will implement it, how adaptations might be made and also provide any supportive information about how and why this particular strategy was chosen for your application. So you need to describe it and justify it and explain how it will be implemented in your program.

Let’s see, do we have some other questions here? Okay the next question is can funding be used not to supplant but to expand existing services that are being provided to pregnant and parenting teens? And the answer is yes.

There’s another question here, if states do not intend to participate in this program should the state send a letter to that effect? The answer is that while it’s not required we would greatly appreciate it, it would provide us with a lot of assistance in our planning for the objective review and knowing the number of applications that we might receive.

Let’s see, this next question is in the order of the parts of the application where does the 424A form go? All federal forms should be in the front of the application so just read through the funding announcement and I think it will explain to you what order the materials need to be placed in the application.

There’s another question here about conference and travel budgets. If we are located in a jurisdiction near DC or in DC do we still need to use that location for conferences and travel budgets? And the answer is yes, it would constitute local travel under your budget application so you do need to address that.

This next question is I know it has been asked but it wasn't clear to me, you stated state-based organization please explain state-based organization. If we accidentally said state-based organization we actually mean state agencies. This is a funding announcement for states, territories and tribal entities.

Finally there is a logistical question, will this presentation be available either via Web or email? And the answer is yes. The presentation will be posted on the Office of Adolescent Health Website in two or three business days. You can also access it and download it from the screen right now. I believe there’s a function on the lower right hand side of your screen.

This question is what does FOA stand for again? FOA stands for funding opportunity announcement. It is the vehicle that the federal government uses to announce the availability of funds and it explains what the requirements are for making application and it includes information about the level of the awards, the due dates and all the application-related requirements.

Let’s see, we have another question here, if the state includes project partners as part of the application would they still need to be provided sub grants or could they be funded as part of the regular project budget?

The answer is that the funding award will go to the state. And it’s up to the state to determine how it will divide those funds among any other agencies or partners or sub awardees on its application.

Again this is another question about the application process; the question is I'm unclear as to the sequence of application. May an NFP agency apply directly to grants.gov with permission of the authorized rep? And the answer is again I need to be clear that this is a competitive funding announcement that is open to states, tribes and territories.

If an agency or a nonprofit group wants to partner with a state they can do so but the application must be submitted by the state. Any application that comes in that is not from a state, tribal agency or territory will not be accepted.

The next question is if each state is awarded one application do tribes need to go through the state for that application or do they submit their own? The answer is no, tribes can apply directly; they are one of the eligible applicants in the authorizing legislation.

Okay our next question is can funding be provided to local health departments? Are local health departments considered to meet the definition of community service centers?

The definition of a community service center is actually in the legislation and it’s again in the glossary of terms in Appendix B of the funding announcement. And it’s quite clear that the term community service center means a nonprofit organization that provides social services to residents of a specific area either directly or by contract with a local government agency.

Do we have other questions or - okay. This question is what are other examples of permissible activities? Child care and transportation were mentioned. And the answer is that we encourage you to think about activities that would provide supportive services to pregnant and parenting teens and women.

And there are a multitude of permissible activities. In your application you would need to define what they are and why they provide supportive services to pregnant and parenting teens, explain the budget for whatever service you’re proposing to provide or to link to. We do encourage linking with existing services in local communities and referrals.

And then finally there’s another question, it appears there’s a great deal of confusion in the field about who is the eligible applicant agency. This question is can a nonprofit organization apply if a state organization does not apply?


And the answer is no, unlike some other funding announcements that I understand may include this provision under this program only states may make application and those will be the only awards that are made. Again if a nonprofit wants to be a partner they can work with the state and partner with them to provide these services under a sub award from the state.

Okay people are working on handing me some questions and we'll work though those. Okay the next question is can funding me used for not only parenting teens but also as a way to do PR, I assume that’s public relations, on prevention for teens who are not parents?

The primary purpose of this funding announcement is to provide services to pregnant and parenting teens. Certainly there is a prevention component to it as part of the education and information awareness. But I would remind people that this is a program to provide services and supports and linkages for those teens and women who are already pregnant or parenting children.

The next question is where can we access the actual application? The application forms are available on both grants.gov or grantsolutions.gov. You can pull them down and look at them in both of those places which are on the Web. And if you look through the funding announcement those addresses are listed there as well.

Okay are there more questions coming in? Okay one of the questions again is with regard to the matching requirement. I just want to clarify for folks that the matching requirement is in the authorizing legislation and it applies only to institutions of higher education; it does not apply to programs that are conducted in high schools, colleges, the public awareness activities or the programs that might be conducted with state attorney generals.

Okay some more questions about the application process. Let’s see, this question is, are the federal forms typically used in federal grant applications required such as the 424 and assurances and certification forms? And the answer is yes and all of those grant forms are available online either at grants.gov or through grantsolutions.gov.

Okay next question again goes to the evidence-based services, and this question states, evidence-based services in the pregnancy prevention efforts refer to rigorously evaluated programs. Is this the definition of evidence-based programs in this announcement?

And the answer is that we’re asking that the states consider both evidence-based programs and evidence-informed. And again, as part of your application you should identify what those strategies or programs are, provide the underlying data or literature to support the fact that this is an evidence-based or evidence-informed program and then describe how this is going to be implemented in your state and describe any adaptations that you may be proposing to use as part of your service delivery.

Another question had to do with the due dates, there is a change in this funding announcement from previous announcements that have come out of the Office of Public Health and Science and that is that we have a 8:00 pm Eastern Standard Time is the due date for electronic applications; it had previously been 11:00 pm so I just want to point that out to folks.

I also want to advise people to please log into and look at grants.gov or grantsolutions as the application mechanism so that you’re very familiar with it before you actually submit your applications. Please plan early, you know, get on the sites, work through them, understand how they work. That will help avoid any last minute rushes or glitches in the process.

And so do we have other questions that are coming my way? Okay I think there are a couple more coming my way. Let’s see, this question is may these funds be used to provide safe sleep education and safe sleep environments to high risk populations through an existing state program and other private programs?

And the response is that these funds are for services to pregnant and parenting teens and women who are in college or in high school. And if this is something that would be proposed it would need to be justified as to why a necessary service and how it’s necessary services to pregnant and parenting teens or women in your local area.

Well I’m just going to see if we have anymore questions that are coming through. Again I would remind folks to please read the statute very carefully, to read through the funding announcement very carefully. It provides all of the information and criteria that you need to make your application.

Just hold on the call, we’re waiting for the questions to come through. The question that just came in was with regard to partnerships, again, states may make partnerships with other agencies whether they’re state or local governments. They may make partnerships with nonprofit agencies within the state as sub awardees.

One of the questions we also got was with regard to the types of activities that states may do under this funding announcement. And again states may choose to do one or all of the permissible activities which include services through institutions of higher education, services through high schools, programs through the state attorney general with regard to violence and sexual assault and/or a public awareness and information campaign within the state about such services.

This question goes again to the issue of eligible applicants. And the question is can a tribal application include a partnership with a state agency if that state is also an applicant/recipient? And the response is either the state or a tribe must be the applicant so.

And the next question is can you give examples of valid tools to measure parenting skills outcomes? No in the funding announcement we haven't provided specific tools for states to use. Again states can self identify those tools and performance measures that they intend to use as part of their project.

They should describe it in the application and describe the source of the particular measure that’s being used and the frequency with which it will be measured and reported.

We’re still waiting for any other calls that may be - questions that may be coming in. Well I don't see anymore questions that are coming my way. I would remind folks that if you have additional questions that you can submit them through the Office of Adolescent Health Website at the address listed on the slide.

You can also phone in your questions to the telephone number that’s listed there. And if you have specific grants related questions I would suggest you call our Office of Grants Management who can assist you in responding to those questions.

It’s been a pleasure having you on the call. We look forward to seeing some wonderful applications. We do realize that this is a very short window in which to write applications and we hope that the information in the funding announcement provides sufficient detail for states to be able to write applications.

We do understand that there will be some planning periods as we make awards with funds being allowed for needs assessments in the state areas. And there will be opportunities for state funded grantees to have training and technical assistance through the Office of Adolescent Health to share information and move forward.

We’re very excited about this new program and the opportunity to get supports out there to pregnant and parenting teens and women to measure the work that we’re doing and the outcomes and the impacts that we’re having in providing assistance moving forward. And we look forward to seeing some great applications. So thank you very much for joining us today. Bye-bye.
Coordinator:
That concludes today’s call. Thank you for participating, you may disconnect at this time.
END

