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Coordinator:
Welcome and thank you for standing by. At this time all participants are in a listen only mode. Today’s conference is being recorded. If anyone has any objections you may disconnect at this time. If anyone needs any further assistance press star 0.

Now I’d like to go ahead and turn today’s call over to Secretary Kathleen Sebelius. Ma’am, you may begin.
Kathleen Sebelius:
Well thank you very much and thank you all for joining us today for this important announcement. I’m pleased to have the chance to visit with you on the phone.

With me are Joshua DuBois from the White House Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnership Office, Melody Barnes who is Director of the White House Domestic Policy Council, Evelyn Kappeler who is with the Office of Adolescent Health and the Department of HHS.

And you’re going to hear from those speakers in just a minute. But I’m pleased to have a chance to lead off the call.

The Affordable Care Act does more to improve the health of women and families than any legislation since Medicare whether it’s stopping insurance companies from charging women higher premiums just because they’re women.

Or working to end the copays for key preventive services like mammograms and pap smears. And today we’re pleased to get the chance to talk about another innovative provision of the new law that helps moms and their children thrive.

The pregnancy assistance fund provided for by the Affordable Care Act allows us to test new models for helping pregnant and parenting teens and young women who have decided to carry their pregnancy to term, get the help they need so they can succeed as students, as parents and as employees.


The fund we’re announcing today helps to connect teens and young women to supports that are already out there but often hard for people to access or find. And help high schools, colleges and community organizations develop new supports.

For example, the funds can be used by high schools, colleges and community organizations to provide mentoring and tutoring for pregnant and parenting teens and young women. Those kinds of hands on academic support often is the difference between a young mother finishing school or dropping out.

And can be the difference between that mother being able to support her child or live in poverty. Academic support isn’t the only kind of support that young mothers need. A pregnant teen or a new young mother may not know how to find help paying for childcare so she can stay in school.


Or how to apply for the public programs which she’s eligible for like Medicaid or the Children’s’ Insurance Program or how to get help with groceries or housing. Those supports are already available in communities across the country.

But again, too often young moms may not know where to turn for help or how to apply for them.

The Pregnancy Assistance Fund we feel, also can have a positive effect on child and maternal health helping to connect families both to the healthcare they need and to the supportive services like nutrition assistance which can be just as important to keep moms and their babies healthy.

The program is a chance for state and local governments, schools, colleges and nonprofits to work together to help families succeed. I think it’s based on the notion that everyone has a role to play and that the partnerships formed in this program can be the foundation for future efforts to support families.

So at this tough budget time it’s an opportunity for us to come together to do something we can all agree on – helping pregnant teens and women who have decided to carry their pregnancies to term, get the help they need to succeed at home, to succeed in school and to succeed in the workplace.

Many of you on the call today will work with your states on their applications for these funds or on the programs that ultimately get funded.

And as we move ahead we look forward to working with you to support teens and young women in your states and communities and to create effective models that can be replicated around the country. So again, I appreciate you joining the call today.

I appreciate the work that you do. And I want to turn the call over now to Joshua DuBois who is the Director of the White House Office for Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnership. Joshua?

Joshua DuBois:
Hello. Can you all hear me?
Kathleen Sebelius:
Yes.
Joshua DuBois:
Wonderful. Sorry, I had a little hitch with my phone. Well thank you so much Madam Secretary for your tremendous work and leadership in this area.

And I want to thank all of you for joining the call and for everything you’re doing day in and day out, to serve pregnant and parenting women and their families.

You know, I’ll be very brief, my role on the call today is really a deep honor and that’s to introduce my boss and the Head of the White House Domestic Policy Council, Melody Barnes. For years Melody has been really a leader in our nation’s public policy conversation on issues related to families.

And in the White House right now she’s working to lead a working group on common ground with my office, the Office of Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships and the White House Council on Women and Girls in the Broader Domestic Policy Council.

And the goal of this common battleground working group is really to find areas of agreement on the difficult issues of reducing unintended pregnancies and the need for abortion. This issue is a critical one for the President as he expressed very eloquently in his speech at Notre Dame.


And there’s no better example of his commitment to common ground than this pregnancy assistance fund. And no more capable leader on this issue than Melody Barnes. So Mel, it’s my honor to pass it off to you to hear more about the assistance fund.
Melody Barnes:
Great. Thank you so much Joshua and thank you Secretary Sebelius. As the President’s Domestic Policy Advisor I am really privileged to work on a broad range of policy initiatives on behalf of the White House. And as we all know, all of us who work in the area of public policy, that at time critical initiatives can move very slowly the federal government process.

So that’s why we were really heartened by last week’s announcement of the Pregnancy Assistance Fund through HHS’s Office of Adolescent Health because it’s timely, it’s appropriate and we know that it’s desperately needed.


The Pregnancy Assistance Fund as Secretary Sebelius described, is a competitive grant program that connects pregnant and parenting teens and women to an expansive and coordinated network of supportive services.

This assistance helps them to complete their high school or their post secondary degree and to gain access to a wide range of critical services – healthcare, childcare, family housing and other support.

And we know from the research that we’ve done, from the conversations that we’ve had probably with several of you and others around the country, that these services and supports are desperately needed.


They often stand as hurdles with a lack of those services, stand as hurdles to opportunity for young women who are pregnant or parenting.

And we know that if these services are put in place that we can help young parents as well as their children. We can help entire families to get ahead and to have a good start.

So over the past year, and Joshua alluded to this, the Domestic Policy Council together with the White House Council on Women and Girls, working with our colleagues across the administration, have been conducting listening sessions and reaching out to numerous groups to talk about ways that we can find common ground on issues of reducing unintended pregnancy, the need for abortion and improving maternal and child health.

And this root – this work as Joshua mentioned, was rooted in the President’s speech at Notre Dame where he declared that even on this very difficult issue, we can find areas of agreement. And our outreach included a broad spectrum of organizations.

And they provided us with a comprehensive amount of information to study and analyze on the best way to achieve the outcomes that we all believe in. So the announcement of the Pregnancy Assistance Fund is a critical step towards that common ground and improving the lives of women and families.

This call then gives me an opportunity to also thank you and thank they stakeholders who across the spectrum who’ve been really diligent advocates for pregnant and parenting women and teens, I’d also like to thank Senator Casey.

In fact we’d be remiss if we didn’t thank Senator Casey and his staff for their work in helping to craft the legislative language that has led to this fund and insuring that states and tribes and territories partner with their local groups and organizations on this effort.

Secretary – Senator Casey has been a real leader and visionary and has made sure that we are moving in the direction of positive change.

And then finally, before I introduce Evelyn Kappeler I want to thank Secretary Sebelius and the Office of Adolescent Health for putting this call together, for working in this very critical effort and to doing so in such a wonderfully collaborative way.


Because we all know that by better educating the wider community on this fund we can achieve the kinds of results that we need for young women and for their families.

So now I have the pleasure of introducing Evelyn Kappeler who is the Acting Director of our department’s Office of Adolescent Health at the Department of HHS. And she can provide you with more details about the program and also take questions. So Evelyn, I will now turn this over to you.
Evelyn Kappeler:
Thank you Melody. I’d like to welcome everyone to this (seminar) for the Pregnancy Assistance Fund. We are so glad you could join us today.

We’re going to spend some time over the next half hour or so, talking about the purpose of the legislation, the funding announcement and the eligibility requirements for this program. I’d remind everyone that you are in a listen only mode.

At the end of the session we will take calls. You’ll look at the top of your screen there at the Q&A bar. You can submit questions there. They will be given to me and then I can provide an answer over the phone.

I’d like to take a few minutes to talk about the Office of Adolescent Health which was recently established through the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2010.

In the spring of 2010 the Office of Adolescent Health released two funding opportunity announcements through the Teenage Pregnancy Prevention Program.

We’re in the process of reviewing those applications right now and intend to fund $10 million in evidence based and evidence informed teen pregnancy prevention grants this September.

The Office of Adolescent Health has also been charged with implementing and administering the new Pregnancy Assistance Fund to provide supportive services for pregnant and parenting teens and women through a competitive state based grant program.

We also work closely with multiple health – adolescent health programs and offices across the department, to develop a more coordinated adolescent health services and initiative.

The Pregnancy Assistance Fund authorizes $25 million each year over the next ten years, to support programs through states for pregnant and parenting teens and women. All projects are eligible to be funded for a period of three project years.

At the end of that three year project period we will be looking at another competitive process for a state based grant program.

The purpose of the Pregnancy Assistance fund is to develop and implement programs to assist pregnant and parenting teens and women, to provide them with the needed services for those pregnant teens and women who have decided to carry their pregnancies to term and for those who are currently parenting by linking families to supportive services that focus on important outcomes.

Outcomes such as graduation rates, maternal and child health outcomes and parenting skills. In addition, the Pregnancy Assistance Fund can help support and address violence against pregnant women. This slide provides a summary of some of the key information regarding grant awards.

This is a competitive state grant program. We expect that we will award up to 25 grants in September with a project period of three years. We have a wide funding range from half a million to $2 million. And the eligible entities for application are states, tribes, reservations or territories.

And we are only looking for one application per state. The Pregnancy Assistance Fund supports a competitive program for states. I want to note that whenever you hear us say state we’re really referring to all of those eligible entities including the districts, territories and tribes.

The applications from the states need to be submitted by the authorized state representative. And a letter to that effect should accompany the application. And it’s up to the state to determine who that authorized representative will be.

It could be the state health department, it could be an (education) department. It could be the social services department. The funding announcement for the Pregnancy Assistance Fund closely mirrors the legislation.

And that legislation was very well crafted and very clear and detailed on its purposes and the allowable program activities. Based on the legislation, the funding announcement indicates that states may propose to use funds to implement one or more of the following activities.

Support for pregnant and parenting student services at institutions of higher education; support for pregnant and parenting teens at high schools and community service centers; improving services for pregnant women who are victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault and stalking.

And also increasing public awareness through education activities about services that are currently available or new services that will be available for pregnant and parenting teens and women.

The funding announcement includes very clear program expectations for all of the states. And states have been encouraged to follow the funding announcement very carefully to gain a full understanding of these expectations.

Programs should propose to emphasize health, education and social services to provide a comprehensive supportive program for pregnant and parenting teens and women.

With these funds states have the opportunity to work with a wide range of stakeholders in the community to strengthen the services that already exist and address any gaps in services that need to be filled.

For those states that propose to work with institutions of higher education, a 25% match from each of those institutions is required. We recognize that identifying matching funds can be challenging and encourage states to work closely with their partners to identify appropriate matching forces.


The match can come from cash or from in kind donations. And in kind donations can include a broad range of items including space on campus, facility catered client and use of transportation systems.

I also want to note that other partners under this funding announcement – high schools, community service centers and state attorney general offices do not have the same matching requirement in the legislation.

This next slide provides an overview of the supportive services that are to be offered through institutions of higher education. The purpose is to establish, maintain or operate services at eligible institutions.

And these may be conducted on the campus or through a sub grant with a service provider in the local community. The purpose of the grant is to supplement and not supplant existing funds for such services.

And we really encourage strong linkages and referrals with existing service providers in the communities.

Again, I would note the match requirement for institutions of higher education and I’d also note that all educational programs and activities must be in compliance with the requirements of Title 9 of the education amendment.

Services can also be offered through high schools and community service centers to provide the same set of services to pregnant and parenting teens. Again, these programs need to insure that the educational programs and activities are in compliance with the requirements of Title 9.

And I would also point out that community service centers funded under this announcement may serve out of school youths, many of whom are also at great need for services if they are pregnant or parenting.

This next slide covers some of the allowable program activities for state programs implemented through institutions of higher education, high schools and community service centers.

The needs assessment and the program approach should be distinct to the needs of the population being served in each individual setting. And the annual assessment of performance should insure that the institution is meeting the needs of the world’s students who are pregnant or who are parents.

Private and public provider should be identified who are located on campus or within the local community. And states will need to insure that these providers are qualified and culturally competent to meet the needs of the individuals that they’re serving.

The programs need to focus on helping students identify and obtain the services that are needed. And again, I can’t reiterate more that we’re looking for referrals for services for women that are already in the community and enhancing the supportive services that are available to them.

On the next slide funding is available under this funding announcement to work with state attorney generals to assist with statewide efforts in providing services such as intervention services, accompaniment and supportive social services for pregnant women who are victims of domestic violence, sexual violence, sexual assault or stalking.

Those funds may also be used for technical assistance in trading relating to violence against pregnant women.

And that training can be provided to federal, state, tribal, territorial governments, law enforcement agencies, professionals who are working in the legal, social service or health arenas, nonprofits and state based organizations.

Another area where funds can be used is to assist where the increasing public awareness and education.

In addition to direct supportive services for pregnant and parenting teens and women the funding announcement specifically allows states to focus on increasing public awareness and education.

States can work to increase this education of existing resources available to pregnant and parenting women and teens. And in their applications states will need to set guidelines regarding the amount of money that will be spent on these kinds of activities and the scope of those activities.

States can include the development of user-friendly Web sites and new media tools to improve public awareness and education through the this opportunity.

And one of the programs that we have highlighted as an example, is (touch) for baby as a means for sharing information with pregnant and parenting women and teens.

While we are not encouraging applications that are solely focused on public awareness and education we are rather looking for a broader set of activities that are supportive of pregnant and parenting teens and women.

And we realize that these public awareness and education activities can help improve linkages and referrals for services creating a larger network of support for women in these circumstances. The next slide provides an outline of the program expectations.

The funding announcement includes very clear expectations for all applicants regardless of where they intend to focus their program implementation services.

A key program expectation is that programs will emphasize health, education and social services to provide a comprehensive supportive program for pregnant and parenting teens and women.

There is a strong expectation that programs will link with existing resources and utilize those resources to provide the strongest support for the target population.

This linkage of services and resources include strong collaboration across state agencies to insure that existing services are utilized and gaps in services are appropriately identified.

Programs should also propose to use evidence based or evidence informed practices and provide data that supports the evidence about the proposed strategies and program implementation approaches. The next slide talks a little bit about the performance and reporting criteria for this program.

All funded states will be required to collect performance data from their partners receiving funds to provide services. These performance reports should be detailed and clearly demonstrate the progress the partner is making.

Performance criteria will be unique to the state and to the program being implemented. And states are asked to consider the program (unintelligible) focusing on health, education and social service outcomes when developing new (unintelligible).

The states will be responsible for developing the performance reporting criteria that may be (unintelligible). The next slide talks about the medical accuracy and age appropriateness requirements under the funding announcement.

States in their applications will need to indicate how they will insure that all of the materials that are used in these programs are medically accurate and age appropriate for the target population. The next slide is – shows the receipt deadlines for the program.

At this point, applications are due from states on August 2nd and we will be making final awards to states, Indian tribes or reservations by the end of September of this year.

So we are all working very hard to move this forward and get these awards out there so that we can have programs operating and providing services to those in need as soon as possible. The next slide is an overview of the application review process. This is a competitive grant program for states.

Eligible competing grant applications will be reviewed by a multidisciplinary panel comprised of independent reviewers and federal staff and then subsequently reviewed by staff in the Office of Adolescent Health. The applications will be assessed and scored by the panel using the following criteria.

Descriptions of problems and the needs within that state; a description of the project goals and objectives; and outline of the implementation plan and work plan and the monitoring that will be conducted on the program; a description of the budget; and a description of the stakeholder participation.

A funding announcement is clear that our expectation is that states will reach out to stakeholders and engage them in the process, aid in the provision of services to pregnant and parenting teens.

Final awards decisions will be made based on the scores and recommendations and comments from the objective review committee. The geographic distribution of projects, the geographic area to be served, particularly services for underserved areas and populations.

The extent to which there is a broad range of programs – those in size and scope. And the reasonableness of the estimated cost or budget of the proposed project. At this point I’m going to open up the conference call to questions.

I’ll remind folks that there is a key at the upper right hand portion of your screen. You can type in a question and then we will be responding to them. So a question is will this presentation be available online to share with colleagues?

Yes, we are recording this session. And once a copy of the recording is available we will upload that as well as the slide presentation on the Office of Adolescent Health Web site sometime early next week.

The next question is will any guidance be given to organizations wishing to express their interest in providing resources services in line with this funding announcement? We encourage organizations to talk with your authorized state agency who will be preparing the application.

You can also contact our office to discuss the program expectations and any other questions that you may have about this particular funding announcement.

Another question is, is the funding limited to federal – limited to federal, to states or to tribal only? Or does it allow for CBOs and faith-based organizations to apply directly to HHS?


The funding announcement and the underlying legislation defines eligible entities as states, tribes and territories only. CBOs and faith-based organizations are certainly encouraged to work within their state with their state agencies that’s making that application. And that is an expectation.

But no, CBOs and faith-based organizations are not eligible to directly apply to HHS for the same program. The next question is in order to help prevent second or subsequent pregnancies among young teens will programs recommend a sex education component?

Will the recommendation be for abstinence only sex ed or comprehensive instruction that includes information about contraception including use of the pill and condoms? The Pregnancy Assistance Fund is designed to support pregnant and parenting teens and women.

And the supportive services can include a preventive component that will reduce subsequent pregnancy rates. The specific activities to be implemented are up to the individual states as outlined in their funding applications.

There are some additional questions that are coming my way. I just want to clarify on that other question, that local stakeholders are encouraged to work with their state agency. The question here – why have institutions of higher education been targeted for matching funds?

That provision was a requirement in the authorizing legislation and it is mirrored in the funding announcement. One of the questions is you mentioned the health departments, social services departments and education departments if possible (state) linked to the applications.

Could the state Department of Justice be a unique applicant and be considered the authorized state rep? Yes. It’s up to the state to determine which agency will be the authorized rep to make application and units of grant programs funded under this announcement.

I was just citing some examples but it could be another agency within the state. I’m just waiting for some more questions to be handed to me. Okay. This is more of a statement than a question.

Could you please let stakeholders know that every state NCHB program is submitting a home visiting program application due today? And completing a legislative required comprehensive statewide assessment and needs for pregnant women as part of their NCH block grant due to HRSA next Thursday.

Hope is that interested applicants are aware and linked to these resources from the start. So I’m happy to share that message with participants on the phone. Okay. I’ve got a couple of additional questions here. subsequent pregnancy rates are part of the performance and reporting criteria.

Will there be any emphasis on prevention such as comprehensive sexuality education and information and access to contraceptive services? As I stated earlier, preventive services are certainly permissible as part of the program in order to assist pregnant and parenting teens.

But it’s not necessarily the primary focus of this program. The next question is will all states be eligible to apply? And yes, the answer is all states are eligible to apply.

The next question – this money is solely for programs supporting teens and women after they are pregnant and not for preventing teen pregnancy, correct?

The primary purpose is for supporting women who have made a decision to carry their pregnancy to term or who are currently parenting a child and youth services for their families. The next question is how do we find out who our state authorized rep is?

Within the state you can contact your governor’s office since they will making the determination of who is the authorized state rep for making applications responding program.

The next question is will they consider opening this up directly to the not-for-profit groups who are currently working with pregnant and parenting teens?

Certainly organizations – not-for-profit groups within states that are currently working with pregnant and parenting teens are eligible partners under the state grant program. But they’re not eligible to apply directly to HHS for funding.

The eligibility for this particular program as a competitive state based program is through the states only. The expectation is that states will do sub awards and arrangements with provider groups within their state.

The next question is does the state apply for the grant and then they will decide which organizations to work with? Yes. It’s up to the state to determine how they will implement this program and the agencies with which they will partner within their state.

The next question is why are state attorney general offices required to apply to the designated state agency for funding for improving services to pregnant victims of domestic violence? The request of the state – the statute is very clear about this.


And the funding announcement mirrors the language that was in the statute which is very clear that this is the process that is being followed in terms of the program. And the next question is does this grant require an external evaluator? And the answer is no.

There are performance measurement requirements in the funding announcement but there is no specific requirement for an external evaluator. Certainly if the state would like to include an external evaluator as part of their project proposal they may do so.

The next question is I could not hear the answer to the question as to whether faith-based organizations could apply directly. The answer is that this is a competitive state-based program so applications will only be accepted from states.

Faith-based organizations or community organizations are encouraged to work with their state and may (unintelligible) or partners on a state application but they may not apply directly to the department.

This is a repeat of a previous question. Where can we access the recording of this presentation? The recording and the slides will be uploaded to the Office of Adolescent Health Web site early next week once we have the recording available.

The next question is we can’t put a program together in the amount of time available. Will we be able to apply next year once we fully develop our program? At this point we have an opening or a funding announcement that is open to provide support programs for a three year project period.

At the end of that three year project period we would expect to be doing another competitive announcement. The next question is in the announcement and on the slides fathers or spouses may be included however, they were not included in this review. I just need to confirm that this was an oversight.

Yes. Indeed fathers or spouses may be served through these programs and that is specifically outlined in the funding announcement itself. And I would encourage people to read the funding announcement. It provides all of the detailed information that the (unintelligible) application.

It lays out the program requirements and expectations in great detail. If – the next question is if a state wanted to apply for more than one category, for example, working with high schools and women exposed to domestic violence, would the state need to submit two separate proposals?

And the answer is no. States may propose to implement services in one or more categories but we will only be accepting one application from the state. There’s another question here with regards to tribes.

The question is will tribes be competing with states for the funds or is there set aside specifically for tribes? And the answer is that applications from tribes will be accepted and applications from states will be accepted as well.

There is no specific set aside for tribes in this funding announcement or in the legislation. Let’s see. The next question is could a state university apply? And if so, would the 25% match be required for the entire grant amount or only for the amount used by universities?

A state university could apply for the state if they were the authorized rep. But the 25% match would apply to the amount that’s actually used on the institution of higher education. Let’s see.

The next question is nurse/family partnership considered an evidence based or evidence promising practice for this program? Is there a list of evidence based approved practices? No. We do not have a list of evidence approved programs for use in this – under this funding announcement.

In the funding announcement we’re clear that the state will need to make judgments about what evidence based or evidence informed strategies it is using in its program implementation.

And state applications will need to describe those strategies as well as provide data and background information about why they have select events – particular evidence informed or evidence based strategy.

The next question is will your staff be able to connect CBOs with agencies in your own state in case we are not aware who may be proceeding with the application? At this point the Office of Adolescent Health doesn’t have that information.

We are happy to answer folks’ questions if you want to give us a call. We can share what we do know but we don’t have a comprehensive set of information about who in the state may be preparing the application at this point. Okay, there are more questions that are coming.

What happens if a state mistakenly submits more than one application? The application has to come from the authorized rep and only one application will be accepted for review.

So it’s important that the states coordinate and that there be a letter with the application clearly stating that that particular application is being made by the authorized rep on behalf of the state. The next question is can you tell me where we can download the grant application?

You can download the grant application either at the Office of Adolescent Health Web site or by going to www.Grants.gov. This next question is if we are focusing on pregnancies how do we propose to assist fathers? Will the money cover education and job training for fathers?

And well the focus of this particular program is on preventive and supportive services for pregnant and parenting teens and women and fathers and spouses would be qualified for services as well.

This next question – if a tribe in a state applies is that considered the one eligible applicant? Or can both state and tribal government entities apply separately? And the response is that both a state and a tribal organization may apply separately from a state.

They’re just bringing me some more questions. The question is whether the state attorney general must submit an application to the designated state agency. Does this application have to be part of the proposal or can it be developed as a component of implementation?

It does not have to be part of the proposal. It can be developed as a component of implementation. The statute is clear however, that the state attorney general must make application to the designated state agency. They are bringing me some more questions.

Again, I just want to clarify that a state may propose to do one or all of the program areas that are outlined in the funding announcement and in the statute. They’re not required to do all and the proposal should reflect why the decision to focus on a particular program area.

And based on the questions there seems to be some confusion about who are the eligible applicants.

I just want to conclude by being quite clear that it is the state that is the eligible applicant, a tribal agency or territories that states are encouraged to work with local stakeholders, community based organizations and faith-based organizations.

Our expectation is that states will utilize existing referral services, enhance linkages, make sure that there is education and information out there to those who are in need of these services and that they are linked up to those services through a comprehensive network that includes health education and social services as may be required.

At this point there are no more questions coming in. I want to thank all of you for having spent the last hour with us on the phone. I hope that we were able to answer your questions about the program. If you have additional questions please feel free to call us at the number listed on this slide.

Or you may send an email to the email address that’s listed on the slide. We will be posting the slides and the recording of this presentation on the Office of Adolescent Health Web site early next week. And with that I’d like to conclude the call and turn this over to (Sharon Paret), Counselor to Secretary Sebelius. Thank you.
(Sharon Paret):
Thank you so much Evelyn and thanks to everybody who joined us. I hope that – my name for those of you who didn’t catch it is (Sharon Paret). I’m counselor to Secretary Sebelius for Human Services policy.

I hope that everybody was able to – I’m so glad that everyone was able to join the call today. I know that this is really – for this to work it’s really got to be a partnership.

And while states that are the entities that have to apply for the funding I really encourage all of you to be in touch with your state to make sure they know about the funding announcement. We did do a technical assistance call with officials from states earlier this week.

But I think, you know, for people to be talking with their state, making sure they understand that these resources are available and be involved in helping to craft really strong applications, you know, is really a role that the nonprofit community organization, university and other sectors can really play out a very important role here.

If you have questions I encourage you to call or email the Office of Adolescent Health. And again, I want to thank everybody for their participation and more than that, your ongoing participation in this important program. And with that we’ll conclude the call. Thanks so much.
END

