Holmberg, Jerry A (HHS/OPHS)

From: Paul Butler [pbutlersocal@gmail.com]
ent: Friday, May 21, 2010 1:18 AM
ro: ACBSA
Subject: Regarding Donation Ban on Gay and Bisexual Men

To Who It May Concern:

It is my understanding that there will soon be a hearing by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services’ Advisory Committee on Blood Safety and Availability regarding lifting
the Donation Ban on Gay and Bisexual Men.

I have always felt the urge to answer the continual need for blood donations. Since I can
remember, my Mother and her Sister would donate once monthly, and I looked up to them for
that. As a highschool student, I donated blood for the first time. Now today, as a gay
man in a long-term monogamous relationship, I continue to feel compelled to help my
community and donate. Sadly, with the current ban on blood donations from gay and bisexual
men, I can not do so with an honest conscience.

I ask, please 1lift the ban on donations from gay and bisexual men, so that those of us who
are willing and able to donate, can rightfully and dutifully do so.

With much regards,

-Paul Butler
California



