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3-2-00 POLICY

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 USC 4321 et. seq.), as amended, establishes
policy and requirements governing all Federal Departments and agencies with respect to protecting the
environment. In addition, HHS General Administration Manual, GAM, Part 30 - Environmental
Protection - February 2000 supplements specific requirements established by NEPA and by the associated
implementing regulations promulgated by the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) (40 CFR 1500-
1508). NEPA requires all Federal Departments and agencies to take into account all potential
environmental consequences of their activities prior to initiation of these activities. Specifically, Section
102(2)(c) of NEPA requires all agencies of the Federal Government to include an environmental impact
statement "in every recommendation or report on proposals for legislation and other major Federal actions
significantly affecting the quality of the human environment.”

3-2-10 PROCEDURES

All projects must have an Environmental Review when pursuing a major Federal action, unless they
qualify for a categorical exclusion from this requirement. ‘Categorical exclusion’ refers to a category of
actions, which do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the human environment
and therefore, are excluded from the requirement for an environmental assessment or an environmental
impact statement. See HHS GAM 30-20-40. Note, each OPDIV is responsible for developing its own
procedures to meet the NEPA requirements in accordance with GAM 30-20-50. All construction is
included in the environmental review process. CEQ regulations require each Department to establish
criteria for determining categorical exclusions from such reviews. Each HHS OPDIV must determine
those actions that qualify as categorical exclusions. The OPDIV categorical exclusion should be followed
for the environmental review of construction actions. Generally, the agencies should prepare an
Environmental Assessment (EA), in accordance with the sample checklist provided as Exhibit X3-2-A,
for each proposed action not categorically excluded. As a result of the EA, prepare either a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). An example Categorical
Exclusion Criteria Checklist (developed for NIH) is provided as X3-2-B.

A. ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCEDURES
An OPDIV/STAFFDIV must conduct environmental reviews with respect to all proposed actions that are

subject to an environmental statute or Executive Order, which do not fall under categorical exclusion type
1,2, or 3. See HHS GAM 30-20-50.


http://www.hhs.gov/hhsmanuals/read/gam/part30/�
http://www.hhs.gov/hhsmanuals/read/gam/part30/�
http://www.hhs.gov/hhsmanuals/read/gam/part30/302000.html#30-20-40�
http://www.hhs.gov/hhsmanuals/read/gam/part30/302000.html#30-20-50�
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GUIDANCE AND INFORMATION

A. ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS

Listed below are some of the major environmental laws that deal with potential environmental effects
from the HHS facilities construction program. A more complete list of applicable laws and executive
orders is contained in HHS, GAM Chapter 30-00-20.

1.

10.

11.

The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) (42 USC 4321 et. seq.). A sample
NEPA flowchart is provided as Exhibit X3-2-C.

a. establishes a comprehensive policy for protection and enhancement of the environment by the
Federal government,

b. creates the CEQ, and

c. directs Federal agencies to carry out the policies and procedures of the Act.

The Safe Drinking Water Act (42 USC 300f et seq.) authorizes Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to determine if an action which will have an environmental effect on a sole or principal
drinking water source would also constitute a significant hazard to a human population and, if so,
to prohibit such an action.

The Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq) requires EPA to review and comment on a Federal
agency action which would create a significant environmental impact.

The Endangered Species Act (16 USC 1536) directs Federal agencies to conserve endangered and
threatened species and their critical habitats.

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended (16 USC 470 et seq.) directs heads of
Federal agencies to preserve cultural heritage, particularly with respect to sites on/or eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places.

The Archeological and Historic Preservation Act (16 USC 469 a-1 et seq.) directs Federal
agencies to preserve significant scientific, prehistorical, historical and archeological data.

The Coastal Zone Management Act (16 USC 1456 et seq.), directs Federal agencies to conduct
activities consistent with an approved State coastal zone management program.

The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (16 USC 1278) directs Federal agencies to consider and preserve
the values of wild and scenic areas in the use and development of water and land resources.

Toxic Substance Control Act (15 USC 2601, et. seq.) requires agencies to develop plans to insure

ultimate safe disposal of toxic substances.

Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 USC 6901, et seq.) sets responsibilities with the originator for

proper handling and disposal of solid wastes.

Executive Order 11990 May 24, 1977, directs heads of Federal agencies to avoid

a. The long- and short-term adverse impacts associated with the destruction or modification of
wetlands and

b. Direct or indirect support of new construction in wetlands whenever there is a practical
alternative.
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12. Executive Order 11988 May 24, 1977, directs Federal agencies to take action to avoid the
occupancy or modification of floodplains and to avoid direct or indirect support of development
in floodplain areas whenever there is a practical alternative.

13. Executive Order 12088 October 13, 1978, directs Federal agencies to comply with local state and
Federal pollution control standards for facilities operation. This means that HHS facilities and
sites may potentially be subject to numerous State and other environmental laws.

B. ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

General - In order to identify the extent of required documentation, an Environmental Review must be
conducted. For environmental issues that are not categorically excluded, then an Environmental
Assessment (EA) shall be done to determine the need for either a FONSI or EIS. In preparing the
assessment, it is necessary to identify clearly the environmental effects and the changes that would occur
if the action were taken. Construction actions on occasion may require different approaches for
developing environmental information. It is not unusual to have a construction action underway, e.g., in
the early budgeting and planning stages, and not have site selection finalized. Therefore, on construction
projects the EA may be prepared at different stages by sources such as a Planning Consultant,
Architect/Engineer or non-government agency. (See sample Environmental Assessment Criteria
Checklist, Exhibit X3-2-A).

1. Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) - For the purposes of NEPA, a FONSI documents an
agency judgment that a proposed construction action not categorically excluded from NEPA
requirements will not significantly affect the quality of the human environment. A FONSI must
meet the criteria described in HHS GAM Section 30-50-45 and, in addition:

a. Include a list of agencies and persons to whom distributed;

b. Briefly present why the proposed action will not significantly affect the human environment,
including the EA or a summary thereof; and

c. Be made available to the public and other interested parties including, when appropriate,
publication in the Federal Register of a notice announcing its availability, consistent with 40
CFR 1506.6(b) and 1501.4 (3) (2).

2. Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

a. General - The agency head or his/her designee responsible for carrying out a specific action is
responsible for preparation of the EIS associated with the construction action.

b. Public Interface Requirements - The HHS OPDIV should be aware of the extensive Public
Notice and other requirements associated with EIS preparation under 40 C.F.R. 6.400. See
HHS GAM Section 30-50-70 for detailed procedures and requirements.

c. EIS Format/Contents - The format and content of the EIS shall conform with 40 C.F.R. 6.200
and the requirements of 40 CFR 1502. If a proposed action will also affect a cultural or
natural asset (as defined in the related acts), the statement shall incorporate the material
required by the applicable related acts. Specific details and related information for the
prescribed format and contents of an EIS is contained in HHS GAM Section 30-50-65, and
applicable HHS/OPDIV Environmental Regulations.

3. Record of Decision - When an OPDIV/STAFFDIV reaches a decision on a proposed action after
preparing an EIS, the responsible official shall prepare a concise public record of decision which
includes:

a. The decision;
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b.

All alternatives considered, specifying the alternative or alternatives, which were considered
to be environmentally preferable;

A discussion of factors, which were involved in the decision, including any essential
considerations of national policy, which were balanced by the organization in making its
decision and a statement of how those considerations entered into its decision;

A statement of whether all practicable means to avoid or minimize potential environmental
harm from the alternative selected have been adopted, and if not, why they were not;

A description of mitigation measures that will be undertaken to make the selected alternative
environmentally acceptable;

A discussion of the extent to which pollution prevention is included in the decision and how
pollution prevention measures will be implemented; and

A summary of any monitoring and enforcement program adopted for any mitigation
measures.
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Proposal to ... (brief description of the proposed action)
ENVIEONMENTAL ASSESSMENT CRITEFIA (Updated January 18, 2001)

L. |USE OF NATURAL EESOURCES
Thes s=t of critena 1s concerned with the accessibility of nonrenewable natural rescurces such as land, mmeral, and fuels, which
are constantly renewsd but in which sheri-tarm or local shertages might oconr.
CRITERIA IMPACT
Dioes the projact: YES |[HNO | DESCRIPTION OF ENVIEONMENTAL INPACT
(11 | change raditional use of the land parcel (b
rezoning, ete )7
(2} |alter use of other land by related development of
stores, roads, or site changes?
(a) | gensrate new storas?
(b | cause newr roads?
() | cause mew parking?
(3} | use land for purposes wnsumtable to 1ts physical
charactertstiosT
(4} |1nchids the vse of wetlands [swamps, marshes,

ate )7

inchide construction in a floodplam?

(5] |inchids the use of sagmificant agrcultural lands?

{7} |block access to known mineral deposits?

(8) |increase fuel and nuneral consumption mn state by
more than [%e annually?

() | decrease the volune of water 1o a laka, mver, water
tabla, resarvaolr, ate?

(10} | change waditional use of a body of water?

(11} | divert from local and state land use plapnimg?
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O |POLLUTION
Thus sat of criteria is concerned with the processes which generate pollution. These include T]1E iztreduction of pollutands into the
environment, changes m the flow of energy throngh the environment, and changes in the composition of environments throngh
the angmentation o1 delation of substances which are nan |._Ta]]1.' present. The criferia are also directly concerned with the
produchon and ons-ims use of matenals and the proper disposal of wastes.
CEITERIA IMPACT
Dioes the project: YES (MO | DESCEIPTION OF EWNVIEONMENTAL IMPACT
(11 | imecreaze identifiable air pollution levels from a
new emiszion source o1 from exlsting sources”
(2) |merease identifiable ambient air pollution levels
through a major merease m the number of or usa
of antomebales, tucks, ete.”?
(3} |excesd city or state health standards for exhausts
from fimne hoods?
(4} | iovolve:
(a) | dredging or swamp drainage’”
(k) | consiruction of & waste freatmeant plant?
(2} | discharge of unfreated bwman waste divectly mfo a
laka, 1rwer, ete.”
(3) | overload existing waste freatment plants due fo
new loads (vohame, chemicals, toxicity, ete.)?
(6) |ecause soil erosion (after completion of
eonstmction phase) or leaching of f-:-L=-J=":L
substances [such as zalf) into the soul?
{71 | allowr sespage of confaminants mnte the wate
tabla?
(31 |increase the stress placed upon an 1dentified

sarthguake fanli?
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O |POLLUTION - {(Contitmed)
CEITERIA IMPACT
Dioes the projact: YES (MO | DESCEIFTION OF EWNVIFONMENTAL INPACT
{5 '“L_-'-aT-'- an 1dentifiable n:]n:u_re i aguatic lifs by
dischargs of ot water?

(10} | decreass the percolation on over one acre of lapd? KIH will adhers to the Eros: o and Sediment Control
CGuidelines and Stormwater Management Guidelines 15sned
by the Maryvland Department of the Enmvironment.

(11} | cause storm water mineff onto the land owped by

others?

(12} | produce woises considered offensive to a buman

population, 1e.. over 35 dectbels (dB) A-arsighied

4o - davimizht average sound levels wi rJ_ a [0-dB
penalty applied to meghtime (10 pm. to 7 am.)
activities at the property ::m_d.ﬂ"." produce
cummlative adverss motse effects m conyunction
with exizting noise sources?

(13) | create sounds which result m changes in behavior

patiems of animals and’er bummans (hizhlow
nowse frequencies)?

(14} |introduce new sources of hazardous toxic wastes

(15} | introduce new sources of radiation?

(16) | cause shock waves and'or vibration (after

construction phase)?

(17} | change the direction and wind velacity as to affact

the local population (1e.. high-rize buldies)?

(18) | cause a new, large volume of production of non-

recveled tterms?
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O [POLLUTION - (Conhmed)

CRITERIA IMPACT
Dioes the project: YES (WO | DESCEIFTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

(19% | result mn the non-recyelng of recyclable items
such as laboratory glassware, amimal cages and
office paper’”

(207 | geasrate sold wastes which cannot be properly
dizposed of by existing facilities?

1) | dispose of solid wastes m polluting landfills,
welz, caves, efe.”

(22} | require storage of wastes pending technology for
safe disposal?

(23} | fail to comply with Federal, State and local
requmements for waste handling, transportation or
disposal methods?
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OI |BPOFULATIONS MNOTE o this part of the cnitena, the affactad area 13
. o _ _ o defized as being zreater than 160 acres 1 size.
Thiz saction of the cntena addresses changes 1w buman, amimal,
and plant populations
CRITERIA IMPACT
Will the action cause: YES |HO | DESCEIFTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
(11 |a 3% change m the densitv of the local
population’?
{2) | health, education and'or welfare services to be
altarad?
(31 |sooal service needs to change by altenng
populations’s age pattern (new schools, ete )?
(4} |a change 1o the trapsient populaton by 537
(5) | a seienhific alteration (genstic engineenng) of the
structure of zenetic matenal i a Iiving organism
directed at buman or other populations”
(&) |local, state or federal standards pertammng to

population densihies or conservation of plants and
amrals to be violated”
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IV. |HUMAN SEEVICES NOTE In this part of the crteria, the affsctad area 1=
o ) ) o defined as bemng less than 160 acres mn size.
As society has evolved, traditional self-sufficient human
comnmnities have given way to dense populations which ars
dependent upon the development and application of tecknolozy.
Man's highly complex, technological environments are
marntainad by a vanety of services, rapgmg from the provision of
the basic necessities of food and water to a complex system of
econonuc exchange These services are largely interdependent
and their complexities must be considered.
CRITEERIA IMPACT
Could the action disrupt: YES |NO | DESCEIPTION OF ENVIEONWNMENTAL IMPACT
(1} | food supplies for 48 howsT
(2 | watsr supplies for over 43 howasT
{3} | elecinecal power for 48 hows7
{4) | heating supplies (nataral gas, keatmg oul) for over
48 howrs?
(5 | er deprive population of houstug for over 48
hours?
(6] | remeval of s2wragze for more than 12 howrs7
(T} | removal of solid waste (trazh) for more than seven
{7} dans?
(3} |exising health service response 1o case of &
disaster?
{9 | mal, radio, telegrapl, telephons, or televizsion

service for owver two (1) weeks?

(10

transit servics for more than two (2] weeks”
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IV. |HUMAN SEEVICES - (Confiued)
CEITERIA VPACT
Dioes the action use more thaw 535 of YES |NO | DESCEIFTION OF ENVIEONMENTAT IWMPACT
{11 |remaiming electrical capacity?
(21 | remaming water?
(3) | available capacity of the sewagze treatment system
(brapck lines, maimns, plants)?
{41 |awailable capacity of trash disposal system
leollection, meomerator plact, landfll)7
(51 |awailable beating fuel (gas, eoal, or keating oal)?
Dioes action decrease:
(1) |food delivery system by removal of retail food
stores, efc., by 3%
{21 | area’s domesiic housing by demolition, closing,
atc., by 3%7
(3} |use of existmg tramsit systems (bus, fram, ete.) by
mote than 5%
{4) | accessibihity to rouine health services by altermg
point of service delrvery?
Will action:
(1} |merease the patient load of the area’s routime
health care services by more than 5957
(2} | change the availability of social services by

opening or closing facilities?
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V. |HUMMAN SERVICES - (Continued)
CRITERIA IMEPACT
Will the action: YES | O | DESCRIFTION OF ENVIEONMENTATL IWMPACT
{31 |i1ncrease or decreass the mumber of social services
recipients by mors than 3% (by nnemployment)?
{4} |1mcrsass the annual vohane of telephone,
telegraph, or mail by more than 5%7
{5} | elimnats emplovment sovrces for 10% of the
population?
{&) |change school enrollment by more than 3%7
V. |HURAN VALTIES
The fiftk sat of criteria is duected toward aman values
concerning the gqualiy of the spvironment which are geverally
agreed upon to the extsnt that they are stated 1n statutss or
regulations.
CRITERIA IMEACT
Will the action: YES | O | DESCRIFTION OF ENVIEONMENTATL IWMPACT
{1} |encroach upon ary historical, architectaral, or
archaeclogical cultural property?
{21 | affect any endangerad species?
{31 | wiclate local, state, or federal standards on

aesthetics, odor, or noise?
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V.

HUMAN VALUES - (Contimmed)

CRITERIA

IMPACT

Will the acton:

TES | MO

DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

(4]

usza criteria, methods, or ]:-L.in:n'-:e*: that would
discniminate on the basis of race, color, religion,
zender, II..1I:l onal onigin, age, disahulity, or sexnal
onentation”

affect the environmental, lnman health, econonic
-3I.'|l:|. or socal status :-f minertty and/or low-
1COTE COMITIInIRLEs |

exclude the opportumty for the public, mcludmg
minertty communities and low-income
commmnities, to have adequate access to public
information relating to buman health or
environmental p].uu_u_E regulations, and
enforcement pursnant to the Freedom of
Information Act, the Sunshine Act and the

Emergency Planning and Comnmaity Right-to-
Enow Act”

preclude the affected commumtes access to
meetings, crucial documents and notices and
opportunities for mput dunng the planning
process to 1deatfy poteniial effects and mrtization
measures’
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Proposal to ... (bref descniption of the proposed action)

| CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION CRITERIA CHECKLIST

CATEGORY #1 - General Exelusions

Subject to a review for extracrdinary
ewrcumstances, NIH will not perform an
environmental review of actions excluded by
regulation from NEPA review. KIH wall also not
perform an eovirommental review of actions
catezorically excluded from NEPA review m

DHHAS GAM Chapter 30.

MNOTE: If the answer to any of the questions m Category #] 15 “YES™,
achion mav be categoncally excluded from farther NEPA review.

CEITERIA

TES | MO EXPLANATION

(1} |Does a law or statute srant an exception, unless
precluded by an OPDIV/STAFFDIV regulation?

(2} |Hawe the courts found that the action does not
require envirommnental review”

.

Dioes the action implement actions cutside the
terrrborial jurizciction of the United States and are
such actions excluded from review by Executive

Crrder 121147
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CATEGOREY #2 -- Functional Exclusions

The f:-ll'~1.1.'i:1=' artions are u*:u:.all s excluded from
NEPA review, subject to a review for
exfraordmary circumstances.

MOTE: If the answer to any of the questions m Category =215 "YES", the

action may be categoneally 2 excluded from further NEPA review.

CEITERIA

Does the propesad action fall under any of the
following categones:

TES

NO

EXPLANATION

(1

Foutine admimstrative and management support,
mncluding legal counsel, public affars, program
evaluation, monitoring, and mdrvidual per';-:uuﬂel
actions?

Information tecknology management

Education and traimmg grants and contracts
except projects mv :-l LE cons! mction, renovation
and/or changes m land use?

Grants for admimstrative overbead support?

Grants for social services except projects
mwol g construetion, renovation, and changes in
land use?

Liaison fimctions?

Mamterance, except for properiies oo or elizible
for listing on the National Register of Histone

FlacesT

Statistics and mfsrmation collection and
dissemination”
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O |CATEGOREY #2 (contmued) MNOTE: If the answer to any of the questions m Category #2 15 “YES”, the
_ N _ action may be categoncally excluded from further NEPA review.
Functional Exclusions

CEITERIA YES | HO EXPLANATION

Does the proposad action fall under amy of the
follownng categones:

_— ]
(#) | Adoptions of regulations and gmdelines
pertaming to the above actvities?

(10} | Boutine administratve apd management suppart,
inchading budget and finance, planming,
procurement of supplies and services,
management and oversight of zracts and other
finding mstruments, legal counsel, public affams,
program evaluation, travel, and buman resources
management.

(11} | Mamtenanee, including repairs necessary to
ensure the operation of existing facihhes, grounds

matntenance, and the decontamivation of

laboratory ar other space and equipiment.

(12} | Acquisttion of space by lease and modifications
of leases, when the use of the space will comply
with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws,
inchading all environmental protaction and zoning
laws, and lease exfensions and fermunations.

(13} | Balocation of emplovees mto exishing
Government-owned or Government-leased space

(14} | Facality planning and design.
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CATEGORY #2 (contmmed)

Functional Exchisions

MOTE: If the answer to any of the questions i Category =2 15

“TES”, the
achon may be categoncally excluded from Sarther NEPA review.

CERITERIA

Does the proposad action fall under any of the
follownng categomes:

TES

NO

EXPLANATION

(15

Constmction. or construction pursuant to a lease,
of 12,000 square feet or less of occupiable space

(16}

Interior construction and rencvation of MIH
facilities

pr—
(1
L4 4]

The acqusthon, sale, release, disposal.
abandeonment. elosure, or trapsfer of real or
personal property, provided that the action does
not violate applicable Faderal, State, or local Lawes,
inchading histonical preservation laws

(18}

Aecquisthion of equipment and the repan or
replacement of NIH-owned equipment.

(193

Acqusition, mstallaton, mamtenance, and
operation of utility and communications systems,
data processing cables, and similar electronic
equipment

-
200
L =4

Packaging, storage, and disposal of hazardous
substances, mcluding low-level radicactive,
meadical, and chemical waste matenals generated
by mt Lamma. research activities, provided that the
waste is packed, stored. and disposed of in
compliance with all apphicable Federal, State, and
local laws.
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IO. |CATEGOREY # (contmmed) MNOTE: If the answer to any of the questions m Category #2 15 “YES ™, the
_ : _ acton may be categoncally excluded from further NEPA review.
Functional Exclasions

CEITERIA YES | KO EXPLANATION

Does the propesed action fall under any of the
follownng categones:

EL TR

(217 | The meut---n:att on, collection, testing, and
distribution of chemicals, drups, biologicals,
plants or plant dervatrves, mmtcrza.m ms,
au-:l ar -..EIJ cultures for use in the "‘E‘=E.!.'I'l:]_
dilaganosis, and'or reatment of buman dizsases.

(22 | RBesearch and traming activities that are conducted

m NIH facilities: By or under the supervision of
WIH emplovees; under the Stevenson-Widler
Technolezy Innovation Act of 1980, as amended.
15 U.5.C_ 3701 et seq. or in accordance with 43
CFR part 9.

(23) | The issuance of revocable hicenses, use permts,
and easements allowing outside pariies to use
MIH facilities

(24} | Filmg for, ebtammg, hcensing, enforcing, and
protecting mtellectial property rights ansing from
MNIH-conducted or NIH-supported research or
other activities.

oy

(25} | Actions taken to comply with requirements of
applicable legislation o1 regulations (e.g., meet
emissions requirements established pursuant to

Clean Amr Act).




Functional Exchisions
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O |CATEGOEY #2 (contmmed) MNOTE: If the answer to any of the questions m Category 22 15 “YES”, the

(26)

CEITERIA

The preparation and subnuszen of proposals for
lzgislation, or majer recommendations or reports
to Congress ew proposals for legizlation, that.
based on reasonable udgment, will not establish
or modify programs that will have a sigmficant
effect on the guahity of the buman ervoonment

YES | WO EXPLANATION

The awarding, renewal, snspension, termination.
or discontinuance of: Collaborative research
agreements, Including Cooperatrve Ressarch and
Development Agreaments (CEADA) establishad
under the Stew enson-Wydler TEE]_'LI:I]IJ"-"-

Iu:tm ation Act of 1980, as amend 15.C
3701 et seq.; contracts; cooperative .!.EI'EE:'IJEL[:-.
grants; and mwteragency agresments entered mto
by the MNIH pursuant to the Economy Act, 31

U7 5.C. 1535 For those cont racts, cooperative
agreements, grants, and INfEragency aglesments
that involve constraction of more than 12,000
square feet of oot L:-Jal:n]e space, recipients of NIH
funds mmst certify that they are in compliance
with all Federal. State, and local environmental
laws and must, as presenbed by NIH, perform all
enviromrental reviews requmed by NEPA,
including preparing environmental assessments
and, if necessary, envirommental impact
statements, and submmt thess documents to the
NIH for review, approval and adophon.
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O |CATEGOEY =l (contmmed) NOTE.: If the answer to any of the questions m Category #2115 “YES7, the
_ N _ action may be categoncally excluded from Surther NEPA review.
Functional Exclusions

CEITEEIA YES EXPLANATION

(283 | All actions undertaken m praparng for and
conducting hiigzation.

(299 | The collection, processing, refection, evaluation
and dissemination, meludmg publication, of data
and other mformation, inelnding the acquston
and management of resources necessary to cary
out those finctions.

i(20) | Proposmg and adopting guadelines.

(21} | Tratfic management measures, ncluding the
installation and operation of traffic control and

zafety devices and actions designed to control

reduce the mumber of motor velueles coming onto

the WIH Bethesda campus.

(32) | Actions taken to respond to public health
smelgZenclas
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OL |CATEGORY #3 - Program Exclusions MOTE: If the answer to any of the questions m
_ ) _ _ _ Category #3 13 "YES", the action may be
The DHHS procedures on snvironmental review of agency actions categorically excluded from finther NEPA review
authorze the establishment of a categoneal exclusion for programs withm
an agency that will not have a :-LEL--]II ant effect on the bumnan environment
Actions faken by the following MTH organtzations and their componexts
normally are excluded from NEPA review, subject to a review for
extracrdinary cIrcumstances. -LEHG]].:-T.:-.I:.E'Lb any SUCCessor _
organizations to those listed will also be categorically excluded. Actions
taken by organizations of NIH not histed in this category may be included
1 other categories of excluded actions.
CRITERIA YES |HO EXPLANATION
(1} |Center for Information Technolog
(2} | Center for Screntific Review
(3} |Fogarty Internstional Center
4} | Office of Admimistration
(3} |Office of Communications
(6} |Office of Equal Opportumty
7} | Office of Education
(B} |Office of Community Liaison
(9} | Offics of Loan Eepayvment and Scholaship
(10} | Office of Human Resources Management
(11 [Office of Financial Management
(12% | Office of Technology Transfer
(13 | Office of Program Coordimation

(14}

Mational Library of Medicine
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CATEGORY #4 -- Extraordinary Circumstances

Consistent with CEQ)'s regulations, enviroamental
review 1s required for all NIH actions nvolving
exfraordmary cucumstances. Followmng are
examples cfe*-:*ac:rd_uu".' circumstances that may
apply to specific NIH actions

MOTE: If the answer to any of the questions m Catezory =4 15
action may be partially excluded from Surther NEPA review.

CEITERIA

TES

WO

EXPLANATION

Greater scope or stze than other achions meluded
within a category.

A threatened violation of a Federal, State, or local
law established for protection of the environment
or for public health and safety.

Potental effacts of the action are umque or highly
urcartaln,

Potential effect on :LcFmTEETEd or ecologically
sapsitrve area of land, like a wetland or 'lu:u:-:l'.:-]a.l.

Pazsible mipact on property that 1s hsted or
aligthle for listing on the Mational Register of
Historic Places or that is otherwise of scientific,
cultural, or historie mmportancs or interest

Pozzible mmpact on endangered or threataned
Tpecias.

Usze of especially hazardous substances or
processes for which adegquate and accepted
controls and safeguards are unknown or not
availlable

Smbstantial and reasonable controversy ewmsts
about the ervironmental effects of the action.




HHS Exhibit X3-2-B
HHS Facilities Program Manual (Volume I)

3-24

Page 10 of 10

Summary

NOTE: If the answer to any of the questions the Summary 13 “YES™, the
action mayv be partially excloded from further WEPA review.

CEITERIA

TES

WO

EXPLANATION

1)

Dioes the proposed action produce environmental
effects with respect to only a few, but not all, of
the environmental acts?

)
=4

Is a previously conducted environmental
assessment (EA) or environmental impact
statement (EI5) broad enouzh to satisfy the
MNEPA requirements for the current proposed
action?

Is the proposed action a response that must be
implemented within thirty (30) days to an
smergency health situation”

Does the law require the proposed action to be
taken within tharty (300 days?

After substantive review (by first completing the
attached NIH Emvironmental Assessment Cntena
checklist) can it be determined that the program or
proposed achion normally:

Will NOT sigmficantly affect the human
environment (as defined by NEPA)

(a)

Will NOT affect an asset (as defined 1o the
apphcable environmental statute or Executive
Order) regzardless of location or magnitude of the
action?
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